
how to train your own dragon 2
How to Train Your Own Dragon 2 is a thrilling sequel that expands the beloved story of
Hiccup and Toothless as they navigate new challenges and adventures in their world of
dragons. This film not only entertains but also offers valuable lessons about friendship,
responsibility, and courage. In this article, we’ll explore the captivating world of "How to
Train Your Dragon 2," including the plot, characters, themes, and what makes this movie a
standout in animated cinema.

Overview of the Film

Released in 2014, "How to Train Your Dragon 2" is the second installment in the film
series based on Cressida Cowell's book series of the same name. Directed by Dean
DeBlois, this film continues the story of Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III, a young Viking,
and his dragon companion, Toothless. Set five years after the events of the first film, the
sequel dives deeper into the bond between dragons and humans while introducing new
characters and challenges.

Plot Summary

The story begins with Hiccup and his friends, including Astrid, Snotlout, Fishlegs, and
Ruffnut, exploring the vast archipelago of Berk, where dragons and humans coexist
peacefully. However, a new threat emerges in the form of Drago Bludvist, a power-hungry
warlord who seeks to control all dragons. As Hiccup and Toothless confront Drago, they
also discover the existence of a mysterious dragon sanctuary and meet Valka, Hiccup’s
long-lost mother, who has dedicated her life to protecting dragons.

The film progresses through thrilling aerial battles, emotional reunions, and crucial
decisions that challenge Hiccup’s leadership abilities. The climax reveals the importance
of understanding and compassion in the face of conflict, culminating in a heart-wrenching
finale that highlights the sacrifices made for love and friendship.

Main Characters

The characters in "How to Train Your Dragon 2" play pivotal roles in shaping the narrative
and the emotional depth of the story.

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III

- Role: The protagonist and chief of Berk.
- Traits: Intelligent, compassionate, and a natural leader.



- Development: Hiccup struggles with the responsibilities of leadership and the fear of
losing his loved ones.

Toothless

- Role: Hiccup’s dragon companion.
- Traits: Loyal, fierce, and playful.
- Bond with Hiccup: Their relationship represents the connection between humans and
dragons, showcasing the theme of friendship.

Valka

- Role: Hiccup’s mother, a dragon protector.
- Traits: Strong, nurturing, and wise.
- Significance: Valka’s character introduces the theme of family and the sacrifices made
for loved ones.

Drago Bludvist

- Role: The antagonist seeking to control dragons.
- Traits: Ruthless, ambitious, and manipulative.
- Conflict: Drago's ideology contrasts sharply with Hiccup’s vision of harmony between
humans and dragons.

Astrid Hofferson

- Role: Hiccup’s girlfriend and a fierce warrior.
- Traits: Brave, loyal, and supportive.
- Development: Astrid’s role emphasizes the importance of partnership in facing
challenges.

Themes and Messages

How to Train Your Own Dragon 2 is rich in themes that resonate with audiences of all
ages. Here are some of the most significant messages conveyed through the film:

Friendship and Loyalty

The bond between Hiccup and Toothless is a central theme. Their relationship showcases



the importance of trust and loyalty, emphasizing that true friendship transcends
differences. Hiccup learns to rely on his friends and family as they face challenges
together.

Understanding and Compassion

The film advocates for understanding and compassion in resolving conflicts. Hiccup’s
approach to leadership is characterized by empathy, as he seeks to understand Drago's
motivations rather than resorting to violence.

Family and Sacrifice

Valka’s storyline is a poignant reminder of the sacrifices made for family. The film
explores how love can drive individuals to protect their loved ones, even at great personal
cost.

Growth and Responsibility

Hiccup's journey represents the transition from adolescence to adulthood. He learns that
being a leader means making difficult decisions, often sacrificing his own desires for the
greater good. This theme resonates with viewers as it mirrors real-life challenges.

Visual and Musical Excellence

One of the standout features of How to Train Your Own Dragon 2 is its breathtaking
animation and powerful score.

Animation Quality

The film features stunning visuals that bring the world of dragons and Vikings to life. The
flying sequences are particularly impressive, showcasing the beauty of flight and the
intricate details of the dragons. The animation captures the emotions of the characters,
enhancing the storytelling experience.

Music and Soundtrack

Composed by John Powell, the soundtrack of "How to Train Your Dragon 2" elevates the
emotional impact of the film. The score complements the action and tender moments,
creating an immersive experience for the audience. The music plays a vital role in



conveying the themes of bravery, love, and adventure.

Critical Reception and Impact

How to Train Your Own Dragon 2 received widespread acclaim from both audiences and
critics. It was praised for its storytelling, character development, and visual effects,
earning several award nominations, including an Academy Award nomination for Best
Animated Feature.

Box Office Success

The film performed exceptionally well at the box office, grossing over $621 million
worldwide. Its success solidified the franchise's place in popular culture and paved the
way for the development of a third film, which continues the story of Hiccup and his
friends.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

The film's themes of friendship, understanding, and the bond between humans and
creatures have resonated with viewers, making it a beloved classic in animated cinema. Its
influence extends beyond the screen, inspiring merchandise, video games, and even a TV
series, further enriching the franchise's universe.

Conclusion

In conclusion, How to Train Your Own Dragon 2 is more than just an animated film; it is a
heartfelt exploration of relationships, responsibility, and the complexities of leadership.
Through its captivating storytelling, memorable characters, and rich themes, it continues
to resonate with audiences of all ages. The film not only entertains but also imparts
valuable lessons about courage, understanding, and the importance of
connection—making it a significant entry in the realm of animated cinema. Whether you
are revisiting the film or experiencing it for the first time, "How to Train Your Dragon 2"
offers a magical journey that leaves a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'How to Train Your Dragon
2'?
The main theme of 'How to Train Your Dragon 2' revolves around the importance of



friendship, family, and understanding one's identity, as Hiccup navigates his relationship
with his father and his bond with Toothless.

Who are the new characters introduced in 'How to Train
Your Dragon 2'?
New characters introduced include Drago Bludvist, the main antagonist who seeks to
control dragons, and Valka, Hiccup's long-lost mother who has been living among dragons.

How does 'How to Train Your Dragon 2' expand the
world of the original film?
'How to Train Your Dragon 2' expands the world by introducing new dragon species,
showcasing dragon-riding competitions, and revealing the existence of dragon sanctuaries
and training grounds.

What are the key lessons Hiccup learns in 'How to Train
Your Dragon 2'?
Hiccup learns valuable lessons about leadership, the significance of making difficult
choices, and the need to protect his community and the dragons he loves.

How does the animation in 'How to Train Your Dragon 2'
compare to the first film?
The animation in 'How to Train Your Dragon 2' is more advanced, featuring improved
visual effects, more dynamic action sequences, and breathtaking landscapes that enhance
the storytelling.

What role does Toothless play in Hiccup's journey in
'How to Train Your Dragon 2'?
Toothless plays a crucial role as Hiccup's loyal companion and partner, helping him to
embrace his unique identity and navigate the challenges posed by Drago and the conflicts
surrounding dragons.

What impact did 'How to Train Your Dragon 2' have on
the franchise?
'How to Train Your Dragon 2' solidified the franchise's popularity, leading to further
sequels and expanding its lore, while also receiving critical acclaim for its storytelling and
character development.
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