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The "How to Train Your Dragon" franchise has captured the hearts of audiences worldwide with its
enchanting storytelling, vibrant characters, and breathtaking animation. As parents, it’s essential to
understand the content and themes presented in these films and shows to determine if they are appropriate
for your children. This article serves as a comprehensive guide for parents, providing insights into the
series' themes, characters, and age-appropriate considerations.

Overview of the Franchise

The "How to Train Your Dragon" franchise includes three main films, a series of short films, and a
television series. The narrative primarily revolves around a young Viking named Hiccup and his journey
to train a dragon named Toothless. The films explore themes of friendship, bravery, and understanding, set
against a backdrop of mythical creatures and Viking lore.

1. How to Train Your Dragon (2010)
2. How to Train Your Dragon 2 (2014)
3. How to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden World (2019)

In addition to the films, the franchise includes the TV series "Dragons: Race to the Edge" and various short
specials, which further expand the universe and character development.

Themes Explored in the Franchise

Understanding the themes presented in the franchise is crucial for parents when gauging its suitability for
children. Below are some of the prominent themes explored:

Friendship and Loyalty

The relationship between Hiccup and Toothless exemplifies deep friendship and loyalty. Their bond
demonstrates the importance of trust and understanding, teaching children that friendship transcends
differences.



Acceptance and Understanding

One of the central messages of the franchise is the importance of accepting others despite their differences.
Hiccup’s journey involves overcoming societal prejudices against dragons, promoting a message of empathy
and understanding.

Bravery and Personal Growth

The characters face numerous challenges that encourage personal growth and bravery. Hiccup evolves
from a timid boy into a courageous leader, instilling the idea that courage can be found in different forms.

Family and Legacy

Family plays a significant role in the films, particularly Hiccup's relationship with his father, Stoick. The
series explores themes of legacy, responsibility, and the impact of family expectations on personal growth.

Age Appropriateness

While the "How to Train Your Dragon" films are primarily animated and geared towards children, parents
should consider the following factors when determining age appropriateness:

Content Rating

- How to Train Your Dragon: Rated PG for sequences of intense action and some scary images.
- How to Train Your Dragon 2: Rated PG for adventure action and some mild thematic elements.
- How to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden World: Rated PG for adventure action and some mild thematic
elements.

The films contain moments of peril and intense action sequences that may not be suitable for very young
children but are generally appropriate for children aged 7 and up.

Scary Scenes and Violence

The franchise includes several action-packed scenes that may be intense for younger viewers:



- Dragon Battles: The films feature battles between dragons and humans, with some scenes depicting
injuries and perilous situations.
- Emotional Moments: There are moments of loss and sacrifice that might be emotionally charged for young
viewers.

Parents should assess their children's sensitivity to such content and encourage discussions about what they
watch.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "How to Train Your Dragon" can provide insights into the lessons they
embody and the challenges they face. Here are key characters to note:

Hiccup Haddock III

Hiccup is the main protagonist, whose journey revolves around self-discovery and challenging societal
norms. His character growth is central to the narrative, showcasing the importance of following one's heart.

Toothless

Toothless is a Night Fury dragon and Hiccup's best friend. His character represents loyalty, bravery, and
the power of friendship. The bond between Hiccup and Toothless highlights the message of overcoming
fear and prejudice.

Stoick the Vast

Stoick is Hiccup's father and the chief of their village. His character embodies traditional Viking values but
also undergoes development as he learns to accept Hiccup's unique abilities.

Valka

Valka, Hiccup's mother, introduces themes of family and maternal love. Her character adds depth to the
narrative, particularly in regard to Hiccup's understanding of legacy and responsibility.



Encouraging Discussions with Your Children

After watching the films, parents can engage their children in discussions to reinforce the positive
messages conveyed. Here are some conversation starters:

1. What did you think about Hiccup's relationship with Toothless?
2. How do you think Hiccup changed throughout the story?
3. What lessons did you learn about friendship and acceptance?
4. How did the characters show bravery in difficult situations?

Encouraging open dialogue can help children process the themes and messages in the films while fostering
critical thinking.

Conclusion

The "How to Train Your Dragon" franchise is a captivating series that offers valuable life lessons wrapped
in an engaging narrative. By understanding the themes, age appropriateness, and character dynamics,
parents can make informed decisions about their children's viewing experiences. Ultimately, these films
provide an opportunity for families to bond over shared experiences while discussing important values that
can shape children's perspectives on friendship, acceptance, and bravery.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is 'How to Train Your Dragon' appropriate for young children?
The film is generally suitable for children aged 7 and up, but parental discretion is advised due to some
intense scenes and themes of loss.

What are the main themes in 'How to Train Your Dragon'?
Key themes include friendship, bravery, acceptance, and the importance of understanding and overcoming
fears.

Are there any scary scenes in 'How to Train Your Dragon'?
Yes, there are several scenes featuring dragon attacks and battles that may be intense for younger viewers.



Does 'How to Train Your Dragon' contain any inappropriate language?
The film is free of strong language and is generally considered family-friendly in terms of dialogue.

What age group is the target audience for 'How to Train Your Dragon'?
The film is primarily targeted at children ages 5-12, but it also appeals to older audiences due to its
emotional depth and humor.

Are there any positive messages for kids in 'How to Train Your Dragon'?
Absolutely! The film promotes messages of empathy, understanding, and the value of working together
despite differences.
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