
how to say what do you want in sign
language
how to say what do you want in sign language is a fundamental aspect of
communication for those who use American Sign Language (ASL) or other sign languages.
Knowing how to express this phrase is essential for effective interaction, especially in
contexts where clarity is crucial. This article will cover the specific signs used to convey
“what do you want,” the importance of context in signing, and additional tips for
enhancing communication in sign language. We will also explore related phrases, the role
of facial expressions, and provide a summary of resources for further learning.

To facilitate your understanding, we have included a detailed Table of Contents to guide
you through the article.
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Understanding the Basics of Sign Language
Sign language is a visual language that uses hand shapes, movements, facial expressions,
and body language to convey meaning. In the context of American Sign Language, each
sign is a representation of a word or concept, and the way signs are structured can vary
significantly from spoken languages. Understanding these basics is crucial for anyone
looking to communicate effectively in sign language.

In ASL, signs are not merely a translation of spoken words; they incorporate grammar and
syntax unique to the language. This means that learning sign language involves not just
memorizing signs, but also understanding how to construct sentences and convey
meanings effectively. Immersion in the language and consistent practice are key elements
for success in mastering ASL.



The Sign for "What Do You Want?"
The phrase "what do you want?" can be expressed in ASL through a specific combination
of signs. To sign this phrase, you will typically use two main signs: "what" and "want."
Each sign has its unique hand shape and movement.

How to Sign "What"
To sign "what," extend your hands in front of you with your palms facing up. Move your
hands slightly back and forth, raising your eyebrows to emphasize the questioning tone.
This movement indicates that you are seeking information.

How to Sign "Want"
For the sign "want," start with your hands in front of you, palms open and facing upwards.
Bring your hands towards your body while closing your palms into a fist. This action
expresses the desire or need for something.

When combined, these signs effectively communicate the entire phrase "what do you
want?" in a clear and concise manner. Practice the movements and facial expressions to
convey the phrase accurately.

Contextual Importance in Sign Language
In sign language, context plays a vital role in determining the meaning of a sign. The
phrase "what do you want?" can vary in meaning based on the situation and the person
you are communicating with. Understanding the context ensures that the message is
received correctly.

For instance, if you are communicating with a child, your tone and expressions might
differ from when you are engaging with an adult. Additionally, the relationship between
the individuals involved influences how the signs are interpreted. Always consider the
context to enhance communication effectiveness.

Related Phrases and Variations
Learning related phrases can enhance your ability to communicate effectively using sign
language. Here are some variations and related phrases you might find useful:

“What do you need?” – This can be signed similarly, emphasizing the need rather
than the want.

“What’s up?” – A casual greeting that can be signed differently.

“Can I help you?” – A helpful phrase to offer assistance.

Each of these phrases can be signed with slight modifications to the hand movements and



facial expressions, allowing for a more dynamic conversation. Expanding your vocabulary
in sign language will contribute to more engaging and meaningful interactions.

The Role of Facial Expressions
Facial expressions are an integral part of sign language and play a crucial role in
conveying meaning. In ASL, your facial expressions can indicate emotions, urgency, or the
type of question being asked. When signing "what do you want?" it is essential to maintain
appropriate facial expressions to reflect curiosity or inquiry.

For example, raising your eyebrows while signing "what" and "want" enhances the
questioning nature of the phrase. Conversely, a neutral expression might indicate a
statement rather than a question. Practicing facial expressions along with the signs will
improve clarity and understanding in conversations.

Resources for Learning Sign Language
For individuals interested in further developing their sign language skills, numerous
resources are available. These can provide additional support and learning opportunities:

Online courses and tutorials: Many platforms offer structured courses in ASL.

Books and dictionaries: Various publications are available that focus on ASL
vocabulary and grammar.

Community classes: Local community centers or organizations often provide classes
for beginners.

Video resources: Platforms like YouTube have countless videos demonstrating signs
and phrases.

Engaging with a mix of these resources can provide a comprehensive learning experience,
making the process of mastering sign language more enjoyable and effective.

Conclusion
Mastering how to say "what do you want?" in sign language is a crucial skill for effective
communication, especially in varied social contexts. Understanding the signs for "what"
and "want," along with the importance of context and facial expressions, enhances your
ability to convey meaning. By learning related phrases and utilizing available resources,
you can continue to expand your sign language proficiency. Embrace the journey of
learning sign language as a valuable tool for connecting with the Deaf community and
enhancing your overall communication skills.



Q: How do you sign "what do you want" in ASL?
A: To sign "what do you want" in ASL, use the signs for "what" and "want." For "what,"
hold your hands in front of you with palms up and move them slightly back and forth while
raising your eyebrows. For "want," start with your palms up and bring your hands towards
your body while closing your palms into fists.

Q: Are there regional variations in sign language?
A: Yes, sign language can vary significantly by region. American Sign Language (ASL) is
primarily used in the United States and Canada, while other countries have their own sign
languages, such as British Sign Language (BSL) or Australian Sign Language (Auslan).

Q: Why is facial expression important in sign language?
A: Facial expressions convey emotions and nuances in meaning in sign language. They can
indicate whether a statement is a question or an exclamation, helping to clarify the intent
behind the signs.

Q: Can I learn sign language online?
A: Yes, there are many online resources available for learning sign language, including
video tutorials, online courses, and interactive games that can assist in developing your
skills.

Q: What are some common phrases to know in sign
language?
A: Some common phrases include "hello," "thank you," "please," "how are you?" and
"help." Learning these phrases can facilitate everyday communication.

Q: Is it necessary to learn the grammar of sign
language?
A: Yes, understanding the grammar and syntax of sign language is essential for effective
communication. Unlike spoken languages, sign languages have their unique structure that
must be learned to convey messages accurately.

Q: How can I practice sign language with others?
A: You can practice sign language by joining community classes, participating in online
forums, or attending Deaf events where you can engage with native sign language users.



Q: Are there apps available to learn sign language?
A: Yes, several mobile applications are designed to teach sign language through
interactive lessons and video demonstrations, making learning more accessible.

Q: What is the importance of learning sign language?
A: Learning sign language fosters inclusivity and accessibility, allowing for better
communication with the Deaf community. It promotes understanding and appreciation of
Deaf culture.

Q: Can children learn sign language?
A: Yes, children can learn sign language from a young age. It can enhance their
communication skills, cognitive development, and social interactions.
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