
how to recover deleted history on
microsoft edge
how to recover deleted history on microsoft edge is a topic that many users
find themselves needing assistance with, especially in today's digital age
where browsing history plays a crucial role in our online experiences.
Microsoft Edge, being one of the leading web browsers, offers various
functionalities, but recovering deleted history is not always
straightforward. In this article, we will explore several methods to help you
retrieve lost browsing data on Microsoft Edge, including checking for
backups, using recovery software, and understanding the settings that impact
history retention. By the end of this article, you will have a comprehensive
understanding of how to recover deleted history on Microsoft Edge and the
steps needed to safeguard your browsing data in the future.
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Understanding Microsoft Edge History
Before diving into the recovery methods, it's essential to understand how
Microsoft Edge manages browsing history. By default, Edge keeps a record of
the websites you visit, which can be accessed through the browser's History
menu. This data is stored locally on your device, meaning that if you delete
it, it is usually removed from the browser's interface but not necessarily
from your system immediately.

Microsoft Edge also incorporates features linked to your Microsoft account,
potentially allowing history sync across devices. However, if you have
deleted your history, retrieving it may depend on your specific settings and
available backups. Knowing how Edge handles this data will guide you in your
recovery efforts.



Method 1: Check Microsoft Edge Settings
The first step in recovering deleted history is to check the settings within
Microsoft Edge. Sometimes, browsing history may not be entirely deleted, or
you might find some remnants in the browser's settings.

Accessing the History Menu
To check your browsing history, follow these simple steps:

Open Microsoft Edge.1.

Click on the three horizontal dots in the upper right corner.2.

Select "History" from the dropdown menu or press Ctrl + H.3.

Review the list of sites visited.4.

If you find what you are looking for, you can restore your browsing session
from here. If history appears to be missing, you will need to explore other
recovery methods.

Method 2: Use Windows File History
If you have enabled File History on your Windows operating system, there is a
chance that your deleted history can be restored from there. File History
regularly backs up your files, including those necessary for Microsoft Edge
to function correctly.

Steps to Access Windows File History
Follow these steps to attempt recovery via File History:

Open the Control Panel on your Windows computer.1.

Click on "System and Security."2.

Select "File History."3.

Click on "Restore personal files."4.

Navigate to the folder associated with Microsoft Edge, typically located5.
in the "Users/[Your Username]/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Edge/User
Data/Default" directory.

Select the files you wish to restore and click the green restore button.6.



After restoring, reopen Microsoft Edge and check if your history has
returned.

Method 3: Restore Previous Versions
Another effective method for recovering deleted history is to restore
previous versions of the files where Edge stores its data. This option is
available if you have System Protection enabled for your drives.

How to Restore Previous Versions
To use this method, follow these steps:

Navigate to the folder where Microsoft Edge stores its user data.1.

Right-click the "Default" folder.2.

Select "Properties" from the context menu.3.

Go to the "Previous Versions" tab.4.

Choose a version before the history was deleted and click "Restore."5.

Once restored, open Microsoft Edge to see if your browsing history has been
successfully retrieved.

Method 4: Third-Party Recovery Software
If the above methods do not yield results, you may consider using third-party
recovery software. Various applications are designed to recover deleted files
from your computer, including browsing data.

Choosing Recovery Software
When selecting recovery software, consider the following options:

EaseUS Data Recovery Wizard

Recuva

Disk Drill

Stellar Data Recovery

Each of these programs offers user-friendly interfaces and robust recovery



capabilities. Follow the software's instructions to scan your computer for
deleted files, including those associated with Microsoft Edge history. Keep
in mind that the success of this method may vary depending on how much data
has been overwritten since the deletion occurred.

Preventing Future Data Loss
After successfully recovering your deleted history, it is crucial to
implement strategies to prevent future data loss. Here are some effective
practices:

Enable File History or use backup software regularly.

Consider using a cloud service to sync and save your browsing data.

Regularly check and adjust your Edge settings to ensure history is saved
appropriately.

Educate yourself on the importance of managing browsing data and
avoiding accidental deletions.

By taking these preventative measures, you can significantly reduce the risk
of losing important browsing history in the future.

Conclusion
Recovering deleted history on Microsoft Edge can be challenging, but with the
right methods and tools, it is possible. Whether checking the browser
settings, utilizing Windows File History, restoring previous versions, or
employing third-party recovery software, each method provides a potential
solution for retrieving lost data. Additionally, understanding how to
safeguard your browsing history moving forward is essential to ensure your
online activities remain accessible. By following the steps outlined in this
article, you will be equipped to handle history recovery efficiently and
effectively.

Q: Can I recover deleted history on Microsoft Edge
if I cleared it manually?
A: If you have cleared your history manually, the chances of recovery
decrease significantly. However, you can try checking backups or using
recovery software as mentioned in the article.



Q: Is there a built-in feature in Microsoft Edge to
recover deleted history?
A: No, Microsoft Edge does not have a built-in feature specifically designed
to recover deleted history. Users must rely on system backups or third-party
recovery tools.

Q: How often does Windows File History back up my
files?
A: Windows File History typically backs up files every hour, but this can
vary based on your system settings and usage.

Q: What should I do if I cannot find my browsing
history even after trying recovery methods?
A: If you cannot recover your history with the methods outlined, it may be
permanently lost. You can try to avoid future loss by regularly backing up
your data.

Q: Can using incognito mode affect my ability to
recover history?
A: Yes, browsing in incognito mode does not save any history, cookies, or
data once the window is closed, making recovery impossible for those
sessions.

Q: Are there any security risks associated with
using third-party recovery software?
A: Yes, some third-party recovery software may contain malware or may not be
trustworthy. Always research and choose reputable software from known
sources.

Q: How do I adjust my Microsoft Edge settings to
save more history?
A: You can adjust your settings by going to Settings > Privacy, search, and
services, and modifying the options related to clearing browsing data and
history retention.



Q: Is there a way to sync my browsing history across
devices?
A: Yes, by signing in with your Microsoft account and enabling sync in Edge
settings, you can sync your browsing history across devices.

Q: What files do I need to recover to restore my
browsing history?
A: The browsing history is typically stored in the "User Data" folder under
your Edge profile. Specifically, look for files like "History" in the Default
folder.

Q: How can I ensure my browsing data is secure while
using Microsoft Edge?
A: To ensure security, regularly update your browser, use strong passwords,
enable privacy settings, and be cautious about the extensions you install.
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