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how to read literature like a professor chapter 7 is a pivotal point in understanding the nuances of literary
analysis as presented by Thomas C. Foster. In this chapter, Foster delves into the significance of the "myth"
in literature, exploring how authors draw upon ancient narratives and archetypes to enrich their
storytelling. This article will provide a comprehensive exploration of the themes, concepts, and examples
from Chapter 7, helping readers to grasp the deeper meanings behind literary works. We will analyze the
role of myths, the implications of intertextuality, and how these elements enhance the reader's experience.
Additionally, we will discuss practical approaches to apply these insights in literary studies, ensuring a
thorough understanding of Foster’s teachings.

Understanding Myth in Literature

The Role of Archetypes
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Practical Applications for Readers

Conclusion and Implications for Literary Studies

Understanding Myth in Literature
In Chapter 7 of "How to Read Literature Like a Professor," Thomas C. Foster emphasizes the importance of
myth as a recurring element in literature. Myths serve as foundational stories that resonate across cultures
and time periods, providing a framework for authors to connect their narratives with universal human
experiences. Foster argues that recognizing these myths allows readers to unlock deeper meanings within
the text, revealing layers of significance that may not be immediately apparent.

Myths often embody fundamental themes such as creation, destruction, love, and sacrifice. These themes
are central to the human experience and serve as touchstones in literature. By incorporating mythological
elements, authors can evoke emotional responses and foster connections with readers. For example, the use
of hero's journey archetypes can transform a simple narrative into a profound exploration of personal
growth and self-discovery.

The Significance of Archetypes
Foster discusses the concept of archetypes extensively, highlighting how these recurring symbols and



motifs manifest in literature. Archetypes are not only limited to characters; they can also include specific
situations, settings, and symbols that carry significant meaning. Understanding archetypes allows readers to
see parallels across different works, enhancing their comprehension of the literature.

The following are some common archetypes found in literature:

The Hero: Represents courage and the quest for identity.

The Mentor: Guides the hero on their journey, often providing wisdom.

The Shadow: Represents the darker aspects of the hero’s psyche or society.

The Trickster: Challenges the status quo, often using humor or cunning.

The Damsel in Distress: Often represents vulnerability and the need for rescue.

Recognizing these archetypes in literature allows readers to draw connections between different texts and
understand the larger narrative structures at play. By identifying these patterns, readers can appreciate the
depth of the narrative and the author's intent.

The Role of Intertextuality
Intertextuality is another critical concept that Foster addresses in Chapter 7. He explains that literature does
not exist in a vacuum; rather, it is a tapestry woven from the threads of previous texts. Intertextuality
refers to the relationship between texts and how they reference, echo, or build upon one another. This
interconnectedness enriches the reading experience and provides context for understanding a work's
significance.

For instance, many contemporary authors draw inspiration from classical texts, reinterpreting myths and
stories to reflect modern themes. This practice allows readers to engage with the text on multiple levels, as
they recognize allusions to well-known stories. The interplay of various texts encourages readers to explore
the broader literary landscape, fostering a deeper appreciation for the craft of writing.

Examples of Intertextuality in Literature
Foster provides several examples to illustrate the concept of intertextuality. Some notable instances include:

James Joyce's "Ulysses": This novel parallels Homer's "Odyssey," reimagining the epic journey in a
modern context.

T.S. Eliot's "The Waste Land": This poem weaves references to various texts, including the Bible and



classical literature, creating a rich tapestry of meaning.

Margaret Atwood's "The Handmaid's Tale": This work draws upon themes from biblical stories and
dystopian narratives to comment on contemporary society.

These examples underscore how intertextuality enhances the reader's understanding by placing the text
within a larger literary framework, encouraging them to consider the implications of these connections.

Practical Applications for Readers
To effectively engage with literature through the lens of Chapter 7, readers can adopt several practical
strategies. First, they should familiarize themselves with common myths and archetypes, as this will
enhance their ability to identify these elements in various texts. Additionally, readers should practice
making connections between different works, exploring how authors reference or reinterpret existing
narratives.

Another effective approach is to maintain a reading journal. By jotting down thoughts on recurring
themes, symbols, and connections to other texts, readers can deepen their analysis and reflection on the
literature they encounter. This practice encourages active engagement with the text, allowing for a more
enriching reading experience.

Engaging with Literature Critically
Moreover, readers are encouraged to engage critically with the text. This involves questioning the author's
choices, considering the implications of myth and archetype, and reflecting on how these elements
contribute to the overall message of the work. By approaching literature with a critical mindset, readers
can uncover deeper meanings and appreciate the complexity of the narratives.

Conclusion and Implications for Literary Studies
Chapter 7 of "How to Read Literature Like a Professor" serves as an essential guide for understanding the
role of myth and intertextuality in literature. By recognizing the significance of these elements, readers
can enhance their analytical skills and develop a greater appreciation for literary works. The exploration of
archetypes and intertextual connections invites readers to engage with literature on a deeper level,
fostering a richer reading experience. As readers apply these insights, they will find that literature
becomes not just a collection of stories, but a profound dialogue between texts that transcends time and
culture.



Q: What is the main focus of Chapter 7 in "How to Read Literature Like a
Professor"?
A: The main focus of Chapter 7 is the exploration of myth and its significance in literature, emphasizing
how authors use archetypes and intertextuality to enrich their narratives and connect with universal
themes.

Q: How can understanding myths enhance literary analysis?
A: Understanding myths enhances literary analysis by providing a framework for recognizing recurring
themes and symbols, allowing readers to uncover deeper meanings and connections within the text.

Q: What are some common archetypes mentioned in Chapter 7?
A: Some common archetypes include the Hero, the Mentor, the Shadow, the Trickster, and the Damsel in
Distress, each representing different aspects of human experience and narrative structure.

Q: How does intertextuality impact the reading experience?
A: Intertextuality impacts the reading experience by creating connections between different texts,
encouraging readers to explore references and allusions that enrich their understanding of the work.

Q: What practical strategies can readers use to engage with literature
more deeply?
A: Readers can engage more deeply with literature by familiarizing themselves with myths and
archetypes, keeping a reading journal, and critically questioning the author's choices and themes
throughout the narrative.

Q: Why is it important for readers to recognize archetypes in literature?
A: Recognizing archetypes is important because it allows readers to identify patterns and themes across
different texts, enhancing their overall comprehension and appreciation for the narrative's complexity.



Q: Can contemporary authors still draw upon classical myths?
A: Yes, contemporary authors frequently draw upon classical myths, reinterpreting and adapting them to
reflect modern themes and societal issues, thus keeping the narratives relevant and meaningful.

Q: How does recognizing intertextuality change a reader's approach to
literature?
A: Recognizing intertextuality changes a reader's approach by encouraging them to look for connections
between texts, fostering a broader understanding of literature as a dialogue across time and culture.

Q: What role does critical engagement play in reading literature?
A: Critical engagement plays a crucial role in reading literature as it prompts readers to analyze the text
deeply, question the author's intentions, and explore the implications of themes and symbols presented in
the narrative.
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