how to read literature like a professor
chapter 6 summary

how to read literature like a professor chapter 6 summary provides an in-depth
exploration of the themes and concepts introduced in chapter six of Thomas C. Foster's
acclaimed book. This chapter, titled "When in Doubt, It's from Shakespeare," emphasizes
the profound influence of Shakespeare on literature and how his works permeate various
literary texts. In this article, we will dissect the key ideas presented in this chapter,
detailing Shakespeare’s impact, the significance of his themes, and how they resonate in
contemporary literature. Additionally, we will examine the ways Foster encourages readers
to recognize and appreciate these influences, ultimately enhancing their literary
comprehension. The discussion will be structured to offer a comprehensive overview,
ensuring readers understand both the nuances of the chapter and its broader implications
in literary studies.
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Introduction to Chapter 6

In chapter six of "How to Read Literature Like a Professor," Thomas C. Foster delves into the
omnipresence of Shakespeare's influence in literature. He posits that many literary works,
regardless of their time period or genre, draw inspiration from the Bard's themes,
characters, and plots. Foster asserts that recognizing these connections can significantly
enhance the reader's understanding and appreciation of a text. This chapter serves as an
invitation to readers to look beyond the surface of literature and consider the deeper
threads woven through the fabric of storytelling, many of which originate from
Shakespeare's extensive oeuvre.

Shakespeare's Influence on Literature

Foster notes that Shakespeare's works are foundational texts in the canon of Western



literature, and their impact is evident in countless works that followed. The playwright's
exploration of universal themes such as love, power, betrayal, and mortality resonates
across time and cultures. Through his complex characters and intricate plots, Shakespeare
has created archetypes and motifs that continue to inspire writers today.

The Enduring Legacy of Shakespeare

Shakespeare's enduring legacy can be attributed to several factors:

Universal Themes: His exploration of fundamental human experiences allows his
works to remain relevant across generations.

Complex Characters: The multifaceted nature of Shakespearean characters makes
them relatable and timeless.

Innovative Language: Shakespeare's use of language has enriched the English
language, introducing new words and phrases that are still in use.

Influence on Genre: His contributions to various genres, including tragedy, comedy,
and romance, have shaped literary forms.

As readers encounter various texts, recognizing these elements can deepen their
understanding of the narrative and its historical context. Foster emphasizes that when in
doubt, one should consider whether a work may have been influenced by Shakespeare, as
the Bard's thematic concerns are often echoed in modern literature.

Key Themes in Shakespeare's Works

Foster highlights several recurring themes in Shakespeare's writings that are invaluable for
readers seeking to understand their significance in other texts. Some of the key themes
include:

e Love: Shakespeare's treatment of love is multifaceted, ranging from romantic passion
to familial loyalty and betrayal.

e Power and Ambition: Many of Shakespeare's plays examine the corrupting
influence of power and the lengths individuals will go to achieve their ambitions.

e ldentity and Transformation: The fluid nature of identity is a common thread,
showcasing how characters evolve and how perceptions shape reality.

e Fate and Free Will: The tension between destiny and personal choice is a prevalent



theme that invites readers to ponder their own beliefs about agency.

By identifying these themes in Shakespeare's works, readers can draw parallels to
contemporary literature, enriching their reading experience. Foster encourages readers to
ask themselves how these themes manifest in the texts they encounter, thus fostering a
more dynamic engagement with literature.

Recognizing Shakespearean Influences in Modern
Texts

Foster suggests that an awareness of Shakespeare's influence can significantly enhance a
reader's ability to interpret and appreciate modern literature. Many contemporary authors
draw upon Shakespearean motifs, whether consciously or unconsciously, embedding them
within their narratives.



