how to plasti dip rims

how to plasti dip rims is a popular topic among car enthusiasts looking to enhance the aesthetic appeal of
their vehicles while providing a layer of protection to their rims. Plasti Dip, a versatile rubber coating,
allows individuals to customize the color and finish of their wheels with relative ease. This article will
guide you through the entire process, covering necessary tools, preparation steps, application techniques,
and maintenance tips to ensure your Plasti Dip rims look great and last longer. By the end of this guide,

you will have a thorough understanding of how to effectively and efficiently plasti dip rims.
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What is Plasti Dip?

Plasti Dip is a synthetic rubber coating that can be applied to various surfaces, including metal, plastic, and
wood. It is primarily known for its use in automotive applications, especially for wheels and trim. The
product is available in a range of colors and finishes, from matte to glossy, allowing for a high degree of
customization. One of the key features of Plasti Dip is that it can be peeled off, making it an ideal choice for

temporary changes or experiments with color.

Benefits of Plasti Dipping Rims

There are several reasons why car owners choose to plasti dip their rims:



e Cost-Effective: Compared to traditional painting, Plasti Dip is generally more affordable and easier to

apply.
¢ Protection: The rubber coating provides a layer of protection against scratches, chips, and corrosion.

¢ Temporary Change: If you want to experiment with different colors, Plasti Dip can be easily

removed without damaging the underlying surface.

¢ Customization: With a variety of colors and finishes available, you can achieve a unique look that

reflects your personal style.

Necessary Tools and Materials

Before you start plasti dipping your rims, ensure you have all the necessary tools and materials ready. Here

is a comprehensive list:

Plasti Dip spray cans (or a spray gun if you prefer a professional finish)

Masking tape and plastic sheeting

Sandpaper or a wire brush for surface preparation

Cleaning supplies (soap, water, and a cloth)

Gloves to protect your hands

Safety goggles to protect your eyes

Respirator mask (highly recommended for fume protection)

Preparation Steps

Proper preparation is crucial for achieving a smooth and lasting finish. Follow these steps to prepare your

rims effectively:



1. Clean the Rims

Start by thoroughly cleaning your rims to remove dirt, grease, and any existing wax. Use soap and water,

scrubbing with a cloth or sponge. Rinse with clean water and let them dry completely.

2. Sand the Surface

If your rims have a glossy finish, lightly sand them with fine-grit sandpaper or a wire brush. This step
helps the Plasti Dip adhere better to the surface. Be cautious not to sand too aggressively, as you only want

to create a rough texture.

3. Mask Off Areas

Use masking tape and plastic sheeting to cover any parts of the rim you do not want to be coated, such as

the tires or brake components. Ensure the masking is secure to prevent overspray.

Application Process

Once your rims are prepared, it’s time to apply the Plasti Dip. Follow these guidelines for the best results:

1. Shake the Can

Before application, shake the can of Plasti Dip thoroughly for about 2-3 minutes. This ensures an even

consistency for the spray.

2. Apply in Thin Coats

Begin spraying from about 6-12 inches away from the rim, applying thin coats. It’s better to apply several
thin layers rather than one thick layer to avoid runs and drips. Allow each coat to dry for 30 minutes

before applying the next one.

3. Continue Adding Layers

For optimal coverage and durability, apply at least 4-5 coats. Ensure each coat is even and complete for a

professional finish. Pay attention to areas that may need extra coverage.



4. Allow to Dry

Once you have completed the final coat, allow the Plasti Dip to cure for at least 24 hours before using the

vehicle. This ensures that the coating has properly set and bonded to the rim surface.

Post-Application Care

After your rims have been plasti dipped, proper care is essential to maintain their appearance. Here are

some tips:

1. Avoid Harsh Chemicals

When cleaning your plasti dipped rims, avoid using harsh chemicals or abrasive cleaners that can damage

the coating. Instead, use a mild soap solution and a soft cloth.

2. Regular Inspections

Periodically check your rims for any signs of peeling or damage. If you notice any issues, they can often be

repaired by simply applying a new layer of Plasti Dip over the affected area.

3. Removal Process

If you decide to remove the Plasti Dip, gently peel it away from the rim starting at a corner. It should

come off easily if applied properly. For stubborn areas, you may need to use a plastic scraper.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q How long does Plasti Dip last on rims?

A: Plasti Dip can last anywhere from 1 to 3 years if applied correctly and maintained properly, but this can

vary based on environmental conditions and usage.

Q Can I use Plasti Dip on chrome rims?

A: Yes, Plasti Dip can be applied to chrome rims, but it is important to prepare the surface properly for

better adhesion.



Q: Is Plasti Dip easy to remove?

A: Yes, one of the benefits of Plasti Dip is that it can be easily peeled off without damaging the underlying

surface, making it ideal for temporary changes.

Q Can I drive my car right after applying Plasti Dip?

A: Tt is recommended to wait at least 24 hours after the final coat before driving to ensure the coating has

fully cured.

Q: Do I need to use a primer before applying Plasti Dip?

A: No, a primer is not necessary for Plasti Dip, but ensuring the surface is clean and roughened can

improve adhesion.

Q Will Plasti Dip protect my rims from scratches?

A: Yes, Plasti Dip provides a protective layer that helps guard against scratches, chips, and corrosion.

Q Can I apply Plasti Dip in cold weather?

A: It is not advisable to apply Plasti Dip in temperatures below 50°F (10°C) as it may not adhere properly or

cure effectively.

Q How many cans of Plasti Dip do I need for four rims?

A: Typically, 2-3 cans of Plasti Dip are sufficient for four rims, depending on the size of the rims and the

number of coats desired.

Q Can I paint over Plasti Dip?

A: Yes, you can paint over Plasti Dip, but ensure that the Plasti Dip is clean and dry before applying any

additional paint.

Q What do I do if my Plasti Dip starts to peel?

A: If your Plasti Dip starts to peel, you can either carefully peel it all off and reapply it or use a spray gun to

touch up the affected areas.
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