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Mexican paper flowers, also known as papel picado or papel de China flowers,
are vibrant, colorful decorations that can liven up any space. They are often
used in celebrations such as Día de los Muertos, weddings, and festivals,
representing joy and remembrance. Making these beautiful flowers at home is
not only a fun craft but also a great way to embrace Mexican culture. This
article will guide you through the process of creating stunning Mexican paper
flowers step by step, ensuring you have all the information needed to make
your own.

Materials Needed

Before you get started, gather the following materials:

- Tissue paper: You can choose a variety of colors to create a vibrant
arrangement.
- Scissors: A good pair of scissors is essential for cutting the tissue
paper.
- Floral wire or pipe cleaners: This will serve as the stem of your flowers.
- Floral tape: This will help to secure your flowers and give them a polished
look.
- Glue (optional): You may want glue for extra hold or to attach decorations.
- Ruler: For measuring and cutting straight lines.
- Pencil: For marking cut lines or patterns on the tissue paper.

Step-By-Step Instructions

Creating Mexican paper flowers involves several steps, from cutting the
tissue paper to assembling the flowers. Follow these instructions carefully
to ensure your flowers turn out beautifully.

Step 1: Preparing the Tissue Paper

1. Choose your colors: Select the colors of tissue paper you want to use.
Traditional Mexican flowers often feature bright colors like pink, orange,
yellow, and green.

2. Cut the tissue paper: Use your ruler and scissors to cut the tissue paper



into squares. The standard size for each square is about 10 inches by 10
inches, but you can adjust the size depending on how large or small you want
your flowers to be. You can layer multiple sheets of tissue paper for a
fuller look.

Step 2: Folding the Tissue Paper

1. Layering: If you’re using multiple sheets, stack them neatly on top of one
another. You can use 4 to 6 sheets for a more vibrant flower.

2. Folding: Fold the stacked tissue paper in half diagonally to create a
triangle. Then, fold it again in half to form a smaller triangle. You can
repeat this step if you have several sheets.

3. Creating a fan: Start at the bottom of the triangle and make accordion-
style folds (pleats), folding back and forth until you reach the top point of
the triangle. Ensure the folds are even and about an inch wide.

Step 3: Cutting the Petals

1. Shaping the petals: At the top of the folded triangle, cut a curved or
pointed shape to create the petals. You can experiment with different petal
shapes; rounded cuts create softer petals, while pointed cuts yield a more
dramatic look.

2. Unfolding: Carefully unfold the tissue paper to reveal the layered petals.
Be gentle to avoid tearing the delicate paper.

Step 4: Securing the Flower

1. Gathering the petals: Once you’ve unfolded the tissue paper, pinch the
bottom of the flower where the folds meet.

2. Adding the stem: Use floral wire or a pipe cleaner and wrap it tightly
around the base of the flower, securing it in place. If you're using floral
tape, wrap it around the stem to give it a polished appearance.

Step 5: Fluffing the Flower

1. Separating the petals: Gently pull each layer of tissue paper apart,
separating the petals to create fullness. Start with the top layer and work
your way down to the bottom, fluffing each petal as you go.



2. Adjusting the shape: You can slightly bend or twist the petals to create
the desired shape. This step gives your flower character and depth.

Step 6: Adding Finishing Touches

1. Enhancing the flower: If you want to add extra embellishments, consider
gluing on glitter, beads, or decorative leaves. You can also make smaller
flowers to cluster around the larger ones for an even more stunning display.

2. Creating a bouquet: To make a beautiful arrangement, create multiple
flowers in various colors and sizes. Group them together, securing the stems
with floral tape or tying them with a ribbon.

Step 7: Displaying Your Flowers

Once you’ve created your beautiful Mexican paper flowers, it’s time to
display them!

1. Vases: Place the flowers in a vase for a cheerful centerpiece. You can
fill the vase with water beads or pebbles to keep the stems upright.

2. Hanging decorations: Use string or ribbon to hang the flowers from the
ceiling or walls. This creates a festive atmosphere for parties or
celebrations.

3. Garlands: String multiple flowers together to create a garland. This can
be draped across tables, windows, or doorways.

Tips for Success

- Experiment with colors: Don’t be afraid to mix and match colors. The more
vibrant, the better!
- Practice makes perfect: Your first few flowers may not turn out perfectly,
but with practice, you’ll improve your technique.
- Work in batches: Making flowers in batches can save time and help you
achieve a consistent look across all your creations.

Conclusion

Making Mexican paper flowers is a delightful and creative activity that can
brighten your home and bring a touch of Mexican culture to your celebrations.
By following the steps outlined in this article, you can create stunning



flowers that are perfect for any occasion. Whether you’re decorating for a
fiesta, honoring loved ones on Día de los Muertos, or simply adding some
color to your space, these paper flowers will surely impress. So gather your
materials, unleash your creativity, and enjoy the process of crafting
beautiful Mexican paper flowers!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make Mexican paper
flowers?
To make Mexican paper flowers, you will need crepe paper, scissors, floral
wire, tape, and optionally, a pencil and ruler for measuring.

How do I start making a Mexican paper flower?
Begin by cutting the crepe paper into rectangular strips. The size can vary,
but a common size is 10 inches by 20 inches.

What is the technique for creating the petals of the
flower?
To create the petals, fold the rectangular strip of crepe paper accordion-
style, making about 5-7 folds. Then, cut the ends to create a rounded shape.

How do I assemble the petals for my Mexican paper
flower?
Once you have your folded and cut crepe paper, gently separate the layers to
form individual petals. Gather the middle of the folded strip and twist it to
secure.

What do I use to hold the flower together?
Use floral wire to hold the flower together. Wrap the wire around the twisted
base of the petals and secure it tightly.

How do I add more petals to create a fuller flower?
To create a fuller flower, cut additional strips of crepe paper and repeat
the petal-making process. Attach them to the floral wire by twisting them
together.



Can I add color to my Mexican paper flowers?
Yes! You can use different colored crepe paper for each layer of petals or
paint the edges with acrylic paint for a unique effect.

What is the best way to display my Mexican paper
flowers?
Mexican paper flowers can be displayed in vases, hung as decorations, or used
as centerpieces for events. Ensure they’re in a dry location to maintain
their shape.

How can I make my Mexican paper flowers more
vibrant?
To make your flowers more vibrant, use high-quality, brightly colored crepe
paper. Layer different colors for a gradient effect.

Are there any tips for beginners making Mexican
paper flowers?
Start with simpler flower designs, practice your petal shapes, and don’t
hesitate to watch tutorial videos for visual guidance. Enjoy the creative
process!
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