
how to make an advent calendar
How to make an advent calendar is a delightful project that can bring joy and
anticipation to the holiday season. An advent calendar serves as a countdown
to Christmas, traditionally starting on December 1st and ending on December
24th. Crafting your own calendar allows you to personalize it with treats,
messages, or small gifts, making each day leading up to Christmas special. In
this article, we will explore various methods for creating an advent
calendar, including materials, themes, and step-by-step instructions to help
you get started.

Understanding the Advent Calendar Concept

An advent calendar not only counts down the days until Christmas but also
builds excitement for the holiday. Traditionally, these calendars feature a
small door or pocket for each day of December leading up to Christmas Eve.
Inside each compartment, you can place surprises such as chocolates, toys, or
heartfelt notes.

The History of Advent Calendars

The concept of the advent calendar dates back to the 19th century and has
evolved over the years. Originally, families would mark the days of Advent by
chalking lines on a door or lighting candles. The first known advent calendar
was produced in the early 1900s, and since then, they have become a cherished
tradition in many households.

Choosing Your Advent Calendar Theme

Before you begin the crafting process, it’s essential to select a theme for
your advent calendar. Here are some popular ideas:

Classic Christmas: Use traditional colors (red, green, gold) and symbols
(Santa, Christmas trees, snowflakes).

Nature: Incorporate elements like pinecones, dried fruits, and twine for
a rustic feel.

DIY and Craft: Include small arts and crafts supplies for a creative
twist.

Family Memories: Fill each compartment with a favorite family photo or



memory related to Christmas.

Sweet Treats: Use candies or homemade cookies for a delicious countdown.

Materials Needed

The materials required for your advent calendar will depend on your chosen
theme and design. Here are some essential supplies you might need:

Cardstock or thick paper (for a paper calendar)

Small envelopes or bags (for treats)

Decorative items (stickers, washi tape, ribbons)

Markers or paint (for personalization)

Glue or tape (for assembly)

Scissors

String or twine (if hanging your calendar)

Small gifts or treats (to fill each compartment)

Step-by-Step Guide on How to Make an Advent
Calendar

Here’s a simple step-by-step guide to creating your very own advent calendar.
This example focuses on a paper calendar, but feel free to adapt it to your
materials.

Step 1: Design Your Calendar Layout

1. Choose the size of your advent calendar. A common size is 24 days, but you
can adjust it based on your preferences.
2. Sketch a design on paper. You could create a grid layout of envelopes,
boxes, or compartments.



Step 2: Create the Compartments

1. If using cardstock, cut it into squares or rectangles according to your
design.
2. For each day, create a flap or door. You can fold over the top of your
card and attach it with glue or tape, leaving one side open.
3. If using bags or envelopes, simply number them from 1 to 24.

Step 3: Decorate Your Calendar

1. Use markers, stickers, or paint to decorate each compartment.
2. Consider adding numbers to each compartment for the days of December. You
can handwrite them or print them out for a neater appearance.
3. Add embellishments that correspond to your theme, such as glitter for a
festive touch or earthy elements for a nature theme.

Step 4: Fill the Compartments

1. Once your compartments are ready, fill each one with a surprise. This
could be:
- Small toys
- Candies or chocolates
- Inspirational notes or quotes
- DIY craft supplies
- Gift cards or coupons for family activities

Step 5: Assemble and Display Your Calendar

1. Arrange the filled compartments in a way that is visually appealing. You
can hang them on a wall, place them on a table, or even create a freestanding
display.
2. If you chose to hang your calendar, use string or twine to create a
garland effect, attaching the compartments with clothespins or clips.

Alternative Advent Calendar Ideas

If you're looking for something different, here are some alternative ideas
for advent calendars:

Jars of Goodies: Use 24 small jars filled with treats or activities,
stacked or arranged creatively.



Gift Box Advent Calendar: Wrap 24 small gifts in boxes and stack them in
a pyramid.

Interactive Advent Calendar: Create a calendar with activities for each
day, like baking cookies or watching a Christmas movie.

Digital Advent Calendar: Use an app or website to send daily surprises
or messages to your family and friends.

Tips for a Successful Advent Calendar

To ensure your advent calendar is a hit, consider these tips:

Plan Ahead: Start your project early, so you have plenty of time to
gather materials and fill your compartments.

Involve the Family: Make it a family project where everyone can
contribute ideas and surprises.

Personal Touches: Include items that reflect your family's traditions
and interests for a more meaningful experience.

Be Mindful of Allergies: If you are including food items, ensure that
they are safe for everyone who will use the calendar.

Conclusion

Creating your own advent calendar is a wonderful way to celebrate the holiday
season and build excitement as Christmas approaches. By personalizing your
calendar with thoughtful treats, messages, or activities, you can create
lasting memories for you and your loved ones. Whether you choose a
traditional approach or get creative with alternative ideas, the process of
making an advent calendar can bring joy and festivity to your home. So gather
your materials, unleash your creativity, and enjoy the magic of counting down
to Christmas!

Frequently Asked Questions



What materials do I need to create a DIY advent
calendar?
To create a DIY advent calendar, you will need materials like cardstock or
thick paper, scissors, glue, decorative items (like stickers or washi tape),
small envelopes or bags, and treats or notes to fill each compartment.

How can I personalize my advent calendar?
You can personalize your advent calendar by adding photos, handwritten notes,
or small gifts that reflect the interests of the recipient. Consider using a
theme, like favorite colors or hobbies, to make it more special.

What are some creative ideas for filling an advent
calendar?
Creative ideas for filling an advent calendar include small toys, beauty
products, homemade coupons, personalized messages, or festive treats. You can
also include activities like 'watch a holiday movie' or 'bake cookies
together.'

How do I create a countdown advent calendar for
kids?
To create a countdown advent calendar for kids, use a large piece of
cardboard or a poster board to create a visual countdown. Decorate it with
numbers for each day leading up to Christmas and fill each section with fun
activities or small gifts.

What are some eco-friendly options for making an
advent calendar?
Eco-friendly options for making an advent calendar include using recycled
materials like old boxes or paper, creating fabric pouches that can be reused
each year, or filling it with homemade treats and experiences instead of
plastic toys.

Can I make a digital advent calendar?
Yes, you can make a digital advent calendar using apps or websites that allow
you to create interactive calendars. You can include links to daily
activities, videos, or e-gifts that can be revealed each day leading up to
Christmas.
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