
how to make a log cabin quilt in a day
How to make a log cabin quilt in a day can seem like a daunting task, but with the right
materials, tools, and a well-structured plan, you can create a beautiful log cabin quilt in just 24 hours.
This traditional quilting pattern, characterized by its distinctive, geometric design, allows for a variety
of fabric combinations, making it a perfect project for both beginners and seasoned quilters. In this
article, we will walk you through the steps to create your very own log cabin quilt, ensuring you can
complete it in a day.

Gather Your Materials

Before you dive into the sewing process, it's essential to gather all the necessary materials for your
log cabin quilt. Here’s a comprehensive list of what you’ll need:

Fabric: Choose a combination of light and dark fabrics. Aim for at least 1 yard of each color.

Rotary cutter and mat

Quilting ruler

Sewing machine

Thread: Match your thread color to your fabric.

Iron and ironing board

Quilt batting

Backing fabric: Approximately 2 yards.

Quilting pins or clips

Scissors

Plan Your Quilt Layout

The log cabin quilt design consists of a center square surrounded by strips of fabric layered around it.
The traditional layout often features a light and dark color scheme to create a striking contrast. Here’s
how to plan your layout:



Decide on the Size

Determine the finished size of your quilt. A standard lap quilt size is around 50" x 60". For a log cabin
quilt, you can aim for a block size of 12" x 12", which will give you a manageable number of blocks to
sew in a day.

Choose Your Color Scheme

Select fabrics that complement each other. A common choice is to use a dark fabric for one half of the
blocks and a light fabric for the other half. This contrast will make the design pop.

Sketch Your Layout

Once you have chosen your colors, sketch a simple layout of your quilt to visualize how you want the
blocks to be arranged. This step will help reduce confusion later on.

Cutting the Fabric

Once you have your materials ready and your layout planned, the next step is cutting your fabric.
Precision is key, so take your time with this process.

Cutting Strips

1. Using your rotary cutter, mat, and quilting ruler, start by cutting strips of fabric. For a 12" block,
you typically need strips that are 2" wide.
2. You will need the following amounts for each block:
- Center square: 4" x 4"
- First round of strips: 2" x 4"
- Second round of strips: 2" x 6"
- Third round of strips: 2" x 8"
- Fourth round of strips: 2" x 10"

3. Cut enough strips to create a total of 12 blocks.

Assemble the Blocks

With your fabric cut, it's time to start assembling the blocks. This is where the log cabin design starts
to come to life.



Constructing the Blocks

1. Start with the Center Square: Choose a fabric for your center square and place it in the middle of
your workspace.
2. Add the First Round of Strips: Pin one strip to one side of the center square, right sides together.
Sew a 1/4" seam. Press the strip open with your iron.
3. Continue Adding Strips: Repeat the process, adding strips to adjacent sides of the block. Alternate
between light and dark fabrics as you go.
4. Complete the Block: Continue adding strips until your block measures 12" x 12". Repeat this
process for all 12 blocks.

Join the Blocks Together

Once you've completed all of your blocks, it's time to join them together to form the quilt top.

Arrange the Blocks

1. Lay out your blocks in the desired pattern on the floor or a large table.
2. Rearrange them as necessary to achieve a balanced look.

Sewing the Blocks Together

1. Start by sewing the blocks in rows. Pin the blocks together, ensuring the edges align, and sew using
a 1/4" seam.
2. Press the seams open or to one side as you go to reduce bulk.
3. Once all rows are complete, sew the rows together to form the quilt top.

Add Batting and Backing

With your quilt top finished, it's time to add the batting and backing to complete your quilt.

Layer Your Quilt

1. Lay your backing fabric right side down on a flat surface.
2. Place the batting on top of the backing fabric.
3. Finally, place the quilt top right side up on top of the batting.



Pinning the Layers

Use quilting pins or clips to secure the three layers together. Make sure to space them evenly to
prevent shifting while you sew.

Quilt and Finish

Now that your quilt is layered and pinned, it’s time to quilt it all together.

Quilting the Layers

1. Starting from the center, sew through all three layers using straight lines, curves, or a free-motion
design, depending on your comfort level.
2. Continue sewing until you have quilted the entire surface.

Trimming and Binding the Quilt

1. Trim any excess batting and backing fabric so they align with the quilt top.
2. Create your binding strips by cutting 2.5" wide strips from your leftover fabric. Join them to create a
continuous strip.
3. Fold the binding in half lengthwise and press. Attach it to the edges of your quilt using a sewing
machine, folding it over to the back side and hand-stitching it down for a polished finish.

Final Touches

Once you've completed the binding, give your quilt a final press with the iron. This step ensures that
all seams are flat and the quilt looks its best.

Conclusion

Now that you know how to make a log cabin quilt in a day, you can enjoy the satisfaction of creating a
beautiful piece of art in a short amount of time. This quilt not only serves as a cozy blanket but also as
a testament to your quilting skills. Whether you keep it for yourself or give it as a gift, your log cabin
quilt will surely be cherished for years to come. Happy quilting!

Frequently Asked Questions



What materials do I need to make a log cabin quilt in a day?
You will need cotton fabric in various colors, rotary cutter, cutting mat, quilting ruler, sewing machine,
thread, batting, and backing fabric.

How do I cut the fabric for a log cabin quilt?
Cut your fabric into strips of varying widths, typically ranging from 1.5 to 3 inches wide. You’ll need a
mix of light and dark fabrics for the classic log cabin pattern.

What is the best way to assemble the log cabin blocks
quickly?
Start by sewing a center square and then add your fabric strips in a clockwise manner. Chain piecing
can help speed up the process by allowing you to sew multiple pieces together without cutting the
thread.

How do I finish the quilt in a day?
To finish in a day, keep your design simple, use pre-cut batting and backing, and opt for a basic
quilting stitch. Consider tying the quilt instead of traditional quilting to save time.

What tips can help me stay organized while making a log
cabin quilt in a day?
Keep your workspace tidy, organize your fabric strips by color, and set a timer for each step to
maintain your pace. Having a clear plan for your layout can also save time.
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