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How to Make a Lanyard with Paracord

Creating a lanyard with paracord can be a fun and practical project that combines
creativity with utility. Paracord, originally designed for military parachutes, is a
lightweight yet incredibly strong nylon rope that has become popular for a variety of
crafting projects. Whether you need a lanyard for your ID badge, keys, or simply want to
craft a unique accessory, making a paracord lanyard is a straightforward process. In this

article, we will guide you through the steps of creating your own paracord lanyard, discuss
the materials required, and explore some creative design options.

Materials Needed

Before beginning your lanyard, gather the necessary materials. Here’s a list of what you'll
need:

1. Paracord: Ideally, you should use 550 paracord, which has a breaking strength of 550
pounds. Choose your desired color or pattern.

2. Lanyard Clip: This can be a swivel clip, key ring, or any other type of clasp that meets
your needs.

3. Scissors: A sharp pair of scissors will help you cut the paracord to the desired length.
4. Lighter: This is used to seal the ends of the paracord to prevent fraying.
5. Measuring Tape or Ruler: To measure the length of your paracord accurately.

6. Optional: Beads, charms, or other decorative items to personalize your lanyard.

Steps to Make a Paracord Lanyard

Now that you have your materials ready, follow these steps to create your paracord
lanyard.

1. Measure and Cut the Paracord

- Determine the desired length of your lanyard. A standard length is typically around 36
inches, but this can vary based on personal preference and how you intend to use it.

- Once you have decided on the length, cut the paracord. Remember to add a little extra
length (about 6-12 inches) to account for the knots and designs you will be making.



2. Seal the Ends

- Using your lighter, carefully melt the ends of the paracord to prevent fraying. Hold the
end close to the flame for a few seconds until it begins to melt and ball up slightly.
- Allow the ends to cool before handling them.

3. Attach the Lanyard Clip

- Take one end of the paracord and thread it through your lanyard clip or clasp.
- Fold the cord back on itself, creating a loop. This will be the base of your lanyard.

4. Choose Your Knotting Technique

There are several methods to create the lanyard, but two of the most popular are the
simple knot method and the cobra weave method.

Simple Knot Method

1. Take the two ends of the paracord and tie a simple overhand knot.
2. Adjust the knot to your desired position on the lanyard.
3. This method is quick and easy, but provides a basic design.

Cobra Weave Method

1. Begin by laying the paracord flat and making a loop with the left cord over the right
cord.

2. Bring the right cord over the left loop and back under it.

3. Pull the right cord through the loop created by the left cord and tighten.

4. Repeat the process, alternating sides and pulling tight after each knot.

5. Continue this pattern until you reach your desired length.

5. Finish the Lanyard

- Once you have reached the desired length, you will need to tie off the end. You can do
this by making another overhand knot or by using the cobra weave method in reverse.
- After tying off, again use the lighter to seal the end of the cord to prevent fraying.

6. Add Personal Touches

- If desired, you can add beads or charms to your lanyard for a personalized touch. Thread
them onto the paracord before tying off the ends.



- You can also experiment with different colors of paracord or patterns to create a more
unique design.

Tips for Success

- Practice: If you are new to paracord crafting, it may take a few attempts to get the knots
even and tight. Don’t be discouraged! Practice makes perfect.

- Use Quality Materials: Ensure you are using quality paracord and clips to ensure
durability and strength.

- Be Creative: Feel free to experiment with different knots, colors, and patterns. The
possibilities are endless!

Common Mistakes to Avoid

1. Not Sealing the Ends: Failing to seal the ends of the paracord can result in fraying and
a less polished look.

2. Inconsistent Tension: Make sure to pull each knot tight and maintain consistent tension
throughout the lanyard for a uniform appearance.

3. Overestimating Length: Always measure twice and cut once. It’s better to start with a
longer piece of paracord and trim it down if necessary.

Conclusion

Making a lanyard with paracord is an enjoyable and rewarding project that not only
provides a functional item but also allows for creativity and personalization. With just a
few materials and some basic knotting techniques, you can create a durable and stylish
lanyard that reflects your personal style. Whether you’'re making it for yourself or as a gift,
a paracord lanyard is sure to be appreciated and used. So gather your materials, choose
your colors, and start crafting your unique paracord lanyard today!

With practice, you can even explore more complex designs and techniques, making
paracord crafting a fun hobby that can produce a variety of useful items. Happy crafting!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make a lanyard with
paracord?

You will need paracord, a lanyard clip or buckle, scissors, and a lighter or heat source to
seal the ends.



How much paracord do I need for a standard lanyard?

Typically, you will need about 4 to 6 feet of paracord, depending on the desired length of
the lanyard.

What knot should I use to start making a paracord
lanyard?

A common knot to start with is the square knot or the double knot, which secures the
paracord to the clip.

Can I customize the design of my paracord lanyard?

Yes, you can customize your lanyard by using different color paracords, patterns, and
knots to create unique designs.

What is the best technique for braiding paracord?

The cobra weave is a popular and visually appealing technique for braiding paracord into
a lanyard.

How do I finish the ends of my paracord lanyard?

After braiding, trim the excess paracord and use a lighter to melt the ends slightly to
prevent fraying.

Is it necessary to seal the ends of the paracord?

Yes, sealing the ends helps prevent fraying and maintains the integrity of the lanyard.

Can I wash my paracord lanyard?

Yes, paracord is generally durable and can be washed with mild soap and water; just let it
air dry afterward.

What are some creative uses for paracord lanyards?

Paracord lanyards can be used for holding ID badges, keys, or even as emergency survival
gear.

Where can I find tutorials for making paracord
lanyards?

You can find tutorials on platforms like YouTube, crafting blogs, or websites dedicated to
paracord projects.
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