
how to make a ghillie suit

How to make a ghillie suit is a skill that can greatly enhance your
camouflage capabilities in various outdoor settings, whether for hunting,
wildlife photography, or tactical training. A ghillie suit is designed to
break up the human silhouette and blend seamlessly into the environment,
providing you with the ability to remain hidden from your target. In this
article, we will explore the materials needed, the step-by-step process of
creating a ghillie suit, and tips for effective use in the field.

Understanding the Ghillie Suit

Before diving into the construction of your own ghillie suit, it’s important
to understand its purpose and the various types available.

What is a Ghillie Suit?

A ghillie suit is a type of camouflage clothing that is typically made up of
a mesh base layer covered in strips of fabric, netting, or natural materials
such as leaves and twigs. The suit effectively conceals the wearer by
mimicking the textures and colors of the surrounding environment.

Types of Ghillie Suits

- Commercial Ghillie Suits: These are ready-made suits available in outdoor
stores. They often come with built-in camouflage patterns but may lack
personalization.
- DIY Ghillie Suits: These suits are custom-made, allowing for
personalization and adaptability to specific environments.
- Ghillie Ponchos: A more lightweight and versatile option that can be thrown
over existing clothing.

Materials Needed

Creating a ghillie suit requires some specific materials. Below is a
comprehensive list of what you will need:

- Base Layer:
- Lightweight, breathable clothing (jacket and pants)
- Mesh netting or burlap (for attaching camouflage materials)

- Camouflage Materials:
- Natural materials: leaves, grass, twigs, and moss (that match your
environment)
- Fabric strips: jute, burlap, or synthetic camouflage fabric
- Dye or spray paint (optional, for color matching)

- Fasteners:
- Rope or twine (for securing the materials)



- Safety pins or sewing needle and thread

- Tools:
- Scissors (for cutting fabric and netting)
- Hot glue gun (optional, for more secure attachment)
- Wire cutters (if using wire for structure)

- Accessories:
- Gloves (to protect your hands while working)
- A hat (to add additional camouflage to your head)

Step-by-Step Guide to Making a Ghillie Suit

Now that you have gathered all the required materials, you can start the
construction of your ghillie suit. Follow these steps for an effective DIY
project:

Step 1: Prepare the Base Layer

1. Choose Your Clothing: Select a lightweight jacket and pants that are
comfortable. The color should ideally match the environment where you will be
using the suit.

2. Add Netting: Cut the mesh netting into pieces large enough to cover the
areas of the jacket and pants where you want to attach foliage.

3. Attach the Netting: Use safety pins or sew the netting onto the base
layer. Ensure it is secured well, as you will be adding additional materials.

Step 2: Creating Camouflage Strips

1. Cut the Fabric: If you are using burlap or jute, cut them into strips
approximately 1-2 inches wide and 10-15 inches long. Vary the lengths for a
more natural appearance.

2. Dye the Fabric: To enhance blending, consider dyeing the fabric strips in
colors that match your environment (e.g., browns, greens, and tans).

Step 3: Attaching Camouflage Materials

1. Layering: Starting from the bottom of the netting, begin tying or gluing
the fabric strips and natural materials to the netting. Space them out to
avoid clumping, which can create a clear silhouette.

2. Mix Natural Elements: If using leaves and twigs, mix them with the fabric
strips to create a more textured look. Use a variety of materials to break up
the shape and color further.

3. Secure the Materials: Ensure everything is tightly secured to withstand
movement. A hot glue gun works well for synthetic materials, while rope or
twine can be used for natural elements.



Step 4: Adding Finishing Touches

1. Headgear: Create a matching head covering, such as a hat or hood, with the
same camouflage materials used for the suit. This will help conceal your
head, which is often the most visible part of the body.

2. Accessories: For added camouflage, consider using gloves and face paint to
blend your hands and face into the environment.

Field Testing Your Ghillie Suit

Once your ghillie suit is complete, it’s essential to test it in the field to
ensure it provides adequate camouflage.

Choosing the Right Environment

- Matching Terrain: Test your suit in various terrains that match where you
plan to use it, such as forests, grasslands, or deserts.

Field Tips for Effective Use

- Movement: Avoid sudden movements. Move slowly and deliberately to avoid
drawing attention.
- Posture: Use natural cover such as trees and bushes to break up your
silhouette.
- Stay Still: Remain motionless when you spot your target to avoid detection.

Maintenance and Upkeep

To ensure your ghillie suit remains effective, regular maintenance is
necessary.

- Cleaning: Periodically check for dirt and debris. Use a gentle brush to
clean without damaging the materials.
- Repair: Inspect for any loose materials or damage. Repair as necessary to
maintain effectiveness.
- Refresh Camouflage: Replace any foliage that has dried out or lost color to
keep the suit looking natural.

Conclusion

Creating your own ghillie suit can be a rewarding project that enhances your
outdoor experience. By following the steps outlined in this article, you can
construct a personalized camouflage suit that not only meets your specific
needs but also helps you blend seamlessly into your environment. Whether for
hunting, wildlife observation, or tactical training, a well-made ghillie suit
can give you the stealth advantage you need. Remember to practice good



fieldcraft, maintain your suit, and enjoy your time in the great outdoors!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make a ghillie suit?

You will need a base suit (like a jumpsuit), burlap or jute fabric, netting,
scissors, and a hot glue gun or needle and thread for attachment.

How do I choose the right color for my ghillie suit?

Select colors that match your environment. For woodland areas, use greens and
browns; for desert, go with tans and yellows; and for snowy areas, whites and
grays.

What is the best method to attach foliage to my
ghillie suit?

Use a combination of sewing and gluing to secure foliage. The netting can be
sewn onto the suit, and then natural materials can be tied or glued to the
netting.

Can I buy a pre-made ghillie suit instead of making
one?

Yes, pre-made ghillie suits are available online and in outdoor stores, but
making your own allows for customization and potentially lower costs.

How do I camouflage my face and hands while wearing a
ghillie suit?

Use face paint or a balaclava in colors that match your ghillie suit. For
hands, consider gloves that blend with the suit's colors.

How do I maintain and care for my ghillie suit?

Avoid washing it too often; spot clean as needed. Store it in a cool, dry
place and avoid exposing it to direct sunlight for prolonged periods.

Are there any tips for moving quietly while wearing a
ghillie suit?

Practice slow, deliberate movements, and be aware of your surroundings. Avoid
stepping on twigs or leaves, and use natural cover when possible.

How can I enhance the effectiveness of my ghillie
suit?

Incorporate natural elements from your surroundings, such as sticks, leaves,
and grass. Change these elements regularly to maintain camouflage



effectiveness.
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