
how to make a cootie catcher
How to make a cootie catcher is a fun and creative activity that can be enjoyed by people of all
ages. A cootie catcher, also known as a fortune teller or paper fortune teller, is a simple origami toy
made from paper that can be used to predict the future, tell fortunes, or simply entertain friends.
This charming piece of childhood nostalgia is not only easy to make but also a great way to engage
your mind and hone your crafting skills. In this article, we will guide you through the step-by-step
process of creating your very own cootie catcher, along with tips for personalizing it and ideas for
using it.

Materials Needed

Before we dive into the steps, let’s gather the materials you will need to make a cootie catcher:

Square piece of paper (origami paper or any colored paper)

Markers or colored pens

Scissors (if you are starting with rectangular paper)

Step-by-Step Guide on How to Make a Cootie Catcher

Creating a cootie catcher is a straightforward process that can be broken down into several clear
steps. Follow this guide to craft your own:

Step 1: Prepare Your Paper

To start, you need to have a square piece of paper. If you have a rectangular sheet, follow these
instructions to create a square:

1. Fold one corner of the paper diagonally to the opposite edge, forming a triangle.
2. Cut off the excess paper below the triangle.
3. Unfold the triangle to reveal a square.

Step 2: Fold the Paper

Now that you have a square piece of paper, it’s time to fold it into the cootie catcher shape:

1. First Fold: Fold the square in half diagonally to form a triangle. Unfold it back into a square



shape.
2. Second Fold: Fold the square in half diagonally the other way, and then unfold it again. You
should see an "X" crease on your paper.
3. Third Fold: Fold each corner of the square towards the center point where the diagonal creases
intersect, creating a smaller square.
4. Fourth Fold: Flip the paper over and fold each corner of the new square towards the center again.
You should now have a smaller square with all corners folded inwards.

Step 3: Create the Pockets

To give your cootie catcher its signature pockets, you will need to fold it just a bit more:

1. Hold your cootie catcher with the flaps facing down.
2. Gently pull the flaps apart, which will create the pockets where you can write your fortunes or
questions.

Step 4: Personalize Your Cootie Catcher

This is where you can get creative! You can use markers or colored pens to decorate your cootie
catcher. Here are some ideas:

- Fortune Writing: Write fun fortunes, silly questions, or even challenges under each flap. For
example, “You will eat pizza tonight” or “Do a silly dance!”
- Color Coding: Use different colors for different categories (e.g., blue for challenges, pink for
fortunes).
- Design Elements: Draw patterns, doodles, or even stickers to enhance the visual appeal.

Playing with Your Cootie Catcher

Now that your cootie catcher is complete, it’s time to play! Here’s how to use it:

Step 1: The Setup

1. Have a friend choose a number corresponding to the colors or patterns on the outside of the
cootie catcher.
2. Count out that number while opening and closing the cootie catcher.

Step 2: The Reveal

1. After counting, have your friend choose one of the visible flaps.
2. Open the chosen flap to reveal the fortune or challenge written underneath.



Tips for Making an Engaging Cootie Catcher

To make your cootie catcher stand out and be more engaging, consider the following tips:

Use different types of paper: Experiment with patterned or textured paper to make your cootie
catcher unique.

Include interactive elements: Incorporate challenges that require physical actions or funny
dares.

Make it seasonal: Create themed cootie catchers for holidays or special events, like Halloween
or birthdays.

Conclusion

Learning how to make a cootie catcher is not only an enjoyable craft project but also a way to
create lasting memories with friends and family. This simple yet entertaining toy is a wonderful tool
for sparking creativity and conversation. So gather your materials, follow the steps outlined above,
and let the fun begin! Whether for a party, a casual gathering, or simply to unwind, a cootie catcher
is sure to bring smiles and laughter to everyone involved. So go ahead—make your own cootie
catcher today!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make a cootie catcher?
You will need a square piece of paper, scissors, and markers or pens for decorating.

How do I start folding a cootie catcher?
Begin by folding the square paper in half diagonally to form a triangle, then unfold it and repeat with
the other diagonal.

What is the next step after folding the paper diagonally?
Fold the paper in half horizontally and vertically, then unfold it to create guide lines for the next
folds.

How do I create the pockets of the cootie catcher?
Fold each corner of the paper into the center point where the folds intersect to form a smaller
square.



What should I write on the cootie catcher?
You can write numbers or colors on the outside flaps, and fun questions or fortunes on the inside
flaps.

How do I finish making the cootie catcher?
Once you have written your messages, fold the cootie catcher in half and then fold it into a pyramid
shape, tucking your fingers into the pockets.

Can I decorate my cootie catcher?
Absolutely! You can use markers, stickers, or washi tape to personalize your cootie catcher.

Is there a specific way to play with a cootie catcher?
Yes, one player asks the other to pick a number or color, then the first player opens and closes the
catcher based on the choice before revealing a fortune.

What age group is suitable for making cootie catchers?
Cootie catchers are great for kids aged 5 and up, but they can also be a fun craft for adults!

Where can I find templates for cootie catchers?
You can find printable templates and ideas online through craft websites or educational resources.
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