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How to Keep Your Corvair Alive (1960-1969)

The Chevrolet Corvair, produced from 1960 to 1969, is a unique automobile
that has garnered a dedicated following over the years. Its air-cooled, rear-
engine design, along with its distinctive styling, makes it a classic that
many enthusiasts cherish. However, keeping a Corvair alive requires
dedication, knowledge, and proper maintenance. In this article, we will
explore essential tips and techniques to ensure your Corvair remains in
excellent condition for years to come.

Understanding Your Corvair

Before diving into maintenance and care, it’s essential to understand the
unique features of the Corvair.

The Engine

The Corvair is powered by a horizontally opposed six-cylinder engine, which
was innovative for its time. This design contributes to a lower center of
gravity and improved handling.

- Air-Cooled: Unlike many vehicles of its era, the Corvair's engine does not
rely on a traditional water-cooling system, meaning it requires different
maintenance considerations.

- Rear-Mounted: The engine’s placement affects weight distribution and
handling, which is crucial for driving dynamics.

Unique Features

The Corvair's design elements set it apart from other vehicles:

- Swing-Axle Suspension: This system enhances handling but can be tricky if
not maintained correctly.

- Convertible Options: The Corvair was available as a coupe, sedan, and
convertible, each requiring specific care.

Understanding these characteristics will help you better maintain your
vehicle.



Routine Maintenance Practices

To keep your Corvair running smoothly, adhere to a regular maintenance
schedule.

0il Changes

Regular o0il changes are vital for the health of your Corvair's engine.
- Frequency: Change the oil every 3,000 miles or every three months,
whichever comes first.

- Type of 0il: Use a high-quality detergent oil that suits air-cooled

engines. Consider using a 1OW-30 or 20W-50 grade o0il depending on your local
climate.

Cooling System Checks

Since the Corvair is air-cooled, ensuring proper airflow is crucial.
- Fan Functionality: Regularly inspect the engine fan for proper operation. A
malfunctioning fan can lead to overheating.

- Cooling Fins: Clean the cooling fins on the engine to prevent debris
buildup, which can restrict airflow.

Brake Maintenance

Brakes are essential for safety, so regular checks are needed.

- Fluid Levels: Check brake fluid levels and replace the fluid every two
years.

- Brake Pads/Shoes: Inspect pads and shoes for wear and replace them as
necessary.

Electrical System Care

Maintaining the electrical system is crucial for the Corvair's functionality.

Battery Maintenance

A reliable battery is essential for starting your Corvair.



- Check Connections: Regularly inspect battery terminals for corrosion and
ensure they are tightly connected.

- Water Levels: For lead-acid batteries, check water levels and refill with
distilled water as necessary.

Wiring and Connections

Inspect the wiring for wear and tear.
- Look for Frays: Check for any exposed or frayed wires, which could cause

electrical shorts.
- Connections: Ensure all connections are secure and free from rust.

Body and Interior Care

Keeping your Corvair looking good is not just about aesthetics; it helps
protect against rust and deterioration.

Rust Prevention

Rust is a common problem with classic cars, and the Corvair is no exception.
- Regular Washing: Wash your Corvair periodically, especially during winter
months when roads are salted.

- Inspection: Check for rust in common areas like wheel wells, undercarriage,
and around the windows. Address any issues immediately.

Interior Maintenance

Maintaining the interior is just as important as the exterior.
- Upholstery Care: Clean and condition leather or vinyl seats regularly to
prevent cracking.

- Dashboard Protection: Use a sunshade or park in the shade to protect the
dashboard from UV damage.

Driving Habits

How you drive your Corvair can significantly affect its longevity.



Gentle Driving

Avoid aggressive driving habits that can lead to premature wear and tear.

- Acceleration: Accelerate smoothly and avoid hard starts.
- Braking: Use gentle braking to minimize wear on the brake components.

Storage Considerations

Proper storage can help preserve your Corvair when not in use.
- Indoor Storage: Whenever possible, store your Corvair indoors to protect it

from the elements.
- Covering: Use a breathable car cover if you need to park it outside.

Finding Parts and Resources

Maintaining an older car like the Corvair can sometimes be challenging due to
limited parts availability.

Parts Sources

Several resources can help you find parts for your Corvair.

- Online Suppliers: Websites like eBay, Amazon, and specialty Corvair parts
retailers offer a wealth of parts and accessories.
- Local Junkyards: Visit local junkyards for hard-to-find components.

Community Support

Engaging with fellow Corvair enthusiasts can provide valuable insights and
assistance.

- Clubs and Forums: Join Corvair clubs or online forums to share experiences
and gather tips from other owners.

- Events and Shows: Attend car shows and events to meet other Corvair owners
and learn more about maintenance and repair.



Conclusion

Keeping your Corvair alive from 1960 to 1969 requires a combination of
knowledge, regular maintenance, and community engagement. By understanding
the unique characteristics of your vehicle, performing routine checks, and
being proactive in care, you can ensure that your Corvair remains a cherished
piece of automotive history for years to come. Whether you plan to drive it
daily or enjoy it as a weekend classic, a well-maintained Corvair can provide
endless enjoyment and a connection to the past.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best maintenance practices for a
1960-1969 Corvair?

Regularly check and change the engine o0il, inspect the cooling system, and
maintain proper tire pressure. Additionally, keep an eye on the brake system
and suspension components.

How can I find replacement parts for my Corvair?

Look for specialized Corvair parts suppliers online, check local auto parts
stores that carry vintage parts, or visit classic car shows and swap meets.

What common issues should I anticipate with a
1960-1969 Corvair?

Common issues include overheating, electrical problems, and rust. It's
essential to regularly inspect the body and undercarriage for signs of
corrosion.

How can I improve the cooling system of my Corvair?

Ensure the fan shroud is intact and the cooling fins are clean. Consider
installing a larger fan if you're experiencing overheating, and check that
the thermostat is functioning properly.

What type of oil is best for a 1960-1969 Corvair?

A high-quality SAE 30 or 10W-40 oil is recommended, especially if your engine
has higher mileage. Always check the owner's manual for specific
recommendations.



Is it necessary to keep the original parts on my
Corvair?

While it's not necessary, keeping original parts can enhance the car's value
and authenticity. If you replace parts, consider using high-quality
aftermarket options that match the original specifications.

How often should I service my Corvair?

It's advisable to service your Corvair every 3,000 miles or every six months,
whichever comes first. Regular inspections can help catch small issues before
they become major problems.

What are some tips for storing my Corvair during
winter?

Clean the car thoroughly, fill the gas tank to prevent moisture buildup,
change the o0il, and use a battery maintainer. It's also best to store it in a
dry, temperature-controlled environment.
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