how to get into comedy writing

How to get into comedy writing can be both a thrilling and daunting journey. Comedy
writing is unique in that it combines creativity, observation, and a deep understanding of
human behavior. Whether your goal is to write for television, film, stand-up, or online
platforms, there are foundational steps you can take to hone your skills and find your voice
in the comedic world. This article will guide you through the essential processes and
resources needed to embark on your comedy writing journey.

Understanding Comedy Writing

Comedy writing is not just about making people laugh; it's about connecting with
audiences through relatable experiences, clever wordplay, and sharp observations. To
excel in this field, you need to familiarize yourself with various comedic forms, styles, and
mediums.

Types of Comedy Writing

1. Stand-Up Comedy: Writing jokes and routines for live performance.

2. Screenplay Writing: Crafting scripts for comedic films and television shows.

3. Sketch Writing: Creating short scenes or vignettes, often for television or online
platforms.

4. Online Content: Writing humorous articles, blogs, or social media posts.

5. Comedy for Theater: Creating comedic plays or musicals.

Each type has its own nuances and techniques, so consider your interests and strengths
when choosing your path.

Building Your Skills

To excel in comedy writing, you must continuously work on your craft. Here are some
strategies to build essential skills:

Read and Analyze Comedy

- Books: Dive into books written by successful comedians and comedy writers. Some highly
recommended titles include:

- "The Comedy Bible" by Judy Carter

- "Born Standing Up" by Steve Martin

- "Comedy Writing for Late-Night TV" by Joe Toplyn



- Scripts: Read scripts from popular comedies. Websites like Simply Scripts or The
Internet Movie Script Database offer access to a variety of comedic screenplays.

- Stand-Up Specials: Watch stand-up performances on platforms like Netflix or YouTube.
Pay attention to timing, delivery, and audience interaction.

Practice Writing Regularly

Set aside time each day or week for writing. Here are some effective exercises:

- Joke Writing: Write a set number of jokes daily. Focus on different formats, such as one-
liners, anecdotes, or puns.

- Character Development: Create characters with distinct voices and backgrounds. Write
short scenes featuring these characters.

- Sketch Ideas: Develop short sketch ideas based on current events, observations, or
absurd scenarios.

Workshops and Classes

Investing in your education can significantly enhance your skills. Look for:

- Local Workshops: Many cities have comedy clubs that offer writing workshops.

- Online Courses: Platforms like Udemy, MasterClass, and Coursera have courses
specifically for comedy writing.

- Improv Classes: Joining an improvisation group can help you think on your feet and
enhance your comedic timing.

Finding Your Voice

One of the most critical aspects of comedy writing is developing a unique voice. Here are a
few steps to help you find it:

Experiment with Different Styles

- Write in Various Genres: Try writing different styles of comedy, from dark humor to
absurdism, to see what resonates with you.

- Analyze Feedback: Share your writing with friends, family, or writing groups and seek
constructive criticism.

Stay Authentic



Authenticity is crucial in comedy. Write about your experiences, observations, and
perspectives. This will make your material more relatable and genuine.

Networking and Community Building

Comedy writing can sometimes feel isolating, but connecting with others can provide
support, inspiration, and opportunities.

Join Comedy Groups

- Online Forums: Websites like Reddit have comedy writing communities where you can
share your work and get feedback.

- Local Comedy Clubs: Attend open mics, showcases, and workshops to meet fellow writers
and performers.

Participate in Comedy Festivals

Submit your work to comedy festivals, which can offer exposure and valuable networking
opportunities. Festivals often hold competitions, and winning can lead to further
opportunities in the industry.

Submitting Your Work

Once you have a portfolio of material, it’s time to get your work out there. Here’s how:

Creating a Portfolio

- Compile Your Best Work: Choose your strongest pieces, whether they are jokes,
sketches, or scripts.

- Formatting: Ensure your scripts are properly formatted. Use industry-standard
formatting tools like Final Draft or Celtx.

Finding Opportunities

- Submit to Contests: Many contests seek fresh comedic voices. Research and submit your
work to reputable competitions.

- Pitching to Shows: Research shows that align with your style and submit your work
according to their guidelines.

- Freelancing: Websites like Upwork and Fiverr can help you find freelance writing gigs in



comedy.

Staying Resilient

The journey into comedy writing is often filled with rejection and setbacks. Here’s how to
stay motivated:

Developing a Thick Skin

Rejection is part of the process. Learn to accept feedback and use it to improve your work.
Remember that even the most successful comedians faced numerous rejections before
they found their footing.

Celebrate Small Wins

Track your progress and celebrate milestones, no matter how small. Completing a sketch,
getting positive feedback, or performing in front of an audience are all achievements
worth recognizing.

Continuing Your Growth

Comedy writing is a continuous learning process. Stay curious and open to new ideas and
styles.

Stay Informed

- Follow Current Events: Comedy often reflects society, so staying informed about current
events can provide material and context for your writing.

- Read Widely: Explore literature, articles, and other forms of writing to inspire your
comedic voice.

Keep Performing

If you write stand-up or sketch comedy, perform as often as possible. Each performance is
a learning opportunity, and the more you perform, the more you’ll understand what works
and what doesn't.



Conclusion

Getting into comedy writing is not just about jokes and punchlines; it’s about storytelling,
observation, and emotional connection. By understanding the various forms of comedy,
honing your skills, finding your voice, networking, and staying resilient, you can carve out
your niche in this exciting field. Remember, every great comedian started somewhere—so
take that first step, and start writing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the first steps to start a career in comedy
writing?
Begin by studying different forms of comedy, such as stand-up, sketch, and sitcom writing.

Write regularly, develop your unique voice, and consider taking writing classes or
workshops to hone your skills.

How important is it to have a portfolio as a comedy
writer?

Having a portfolio is crucial as it showcases your writing style and range. Include samples
of your best work, such as scripts, jokes, or sketches, to demonstrate your comedic voice
to potential employers or collaborators.

Where can I find opportunities for comedy writing gigs?

Look for opportunities on platforms like Upwork, Fiverr, or through writing contests.
Networking with comedians and attending open mic nights can also lead to collaboration
and job openings.

Should I specialize in a specific type of comedy writing?

While it's beneficial to have a specialization, being versatile can open more doors. Explore
various styles like screenwriting, sketch comedy, or writing for late-night shows to find
what resonates with you.

What resources can help improve my comedy writing
skills?

Read books on comedy writing, such as "The Comic Toolbox' by John Vorhaus or ‘Writing
Comedy' by John Byrne. Additionally, watching stand-up specials and analyzing scripts can
provide valuable insights.



How can I deal with rejection in comedy writing?

Rejection is part of the creative process. Learn from feedback, keep writing, and
remember that many successful comedians faced numerous rejections before finding their
breakthrough. Persistence is key.
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