how to get away with murder analysis

How to Get Away with Murder analysis dives deep into the intricate layers of this
acclaimed television series created by Peter Nowalk and produced by Shonda Rhimes. The
show, which aired from 2014 to 2020, captivated audiences with its complex characters,
thrilling plot twists, and moral dilemmas. This article will explore the key themes,
character development, narrative structure, and the underlying societal commentary
present in "How to Get Away with Murder," providing an in-depth analysis that highlights
its impact on modern television.

Overview of the Series

"How to Get Away with Murder" centers around Annalise Keating, a brilliant law professor
played by Viola Davis, who becomes embroiled in a murder plot alongside her students.
The show's narrative unfolds in a non-linear fashion, alternating between flashbacks and
present-day events, which builds suspense and keeps viewers engaged.

Plot Summary

The series begins with Annalise selecting a group of her most promising students to intern
at her law firm. As the story progresses, the students find themselves entangled in a
murder conspiracy that tests their moral boundaries and legal knowledge. The show's
central plot revolves around the murder of a college student, Sam Keating, which leads to
a series of unforeseen consequences.

Character Development

One of the most compelling aspects of "How to Get Away with Murder" is its rich
character development. The show presents a diverse cast, each with their own unique
motivations, flaws, and growth arcs. Here are some of the main characters:

e Annalise Keating: A complex protagonist who battles her inner demons while
navigating the challenges of her professional life. Annalise's character is a
representation of the struggles faced by women of color in positions of power.

 Wes Gibbins: A student with a troubled past who embodies the moral conflicts faced
by the group. Wes's journey from innocence to complicity highlights the corrupting
influence of power.

e Laurel Castillo: Known for her intelligence and determination, Laurel's character
arc explores themes of loyalty and betrayal.



e Connor Walsh: A tech-savvy student whose relationship with Oliver provides a
counterbalance to the show's darker themes.

e Michaela Pratt: A fiercely ambitious student whose journey reflects the societal
pressures placed on young women to succeed.

Character Relationships

The relationships between characters are pivotal to the series. The dynamics among the
group evolve throughout the seasons, revealing complex layers of trust, betrayal, and love.
The romantic entanglements, particularly between Connor and Oliver, provide emotional
depth, while the fractures in the group often serve as a catalyst for tension and drama.

Thematic Analysis

The show tackles several significant themes that resonate with contemporary societal
issues:

Morality and Ethics

At its core, "How to Get Away with Murder" poses fundamental questions about morality
and ethics. The characters frequently grapple with the implications of their actions,
leading viewers to ponder the gray areas of right and wrong. This theme is particularly
highlighted in Annalise's character, who often justifies questionable decisions in the name
of justice.

Race and Gender

The series consciously addresses issues of race and gender. Annalise Keating, as a Black
woman in a predominantly white male legal field, navigates systemic barriers while
confronting her own biases. The show challenges stereotypes and offers a nuanced
portrayal of its characters, contributing to essential conversations about representation in
media.

Power and Corruption

Power dynamics play a central role in the narrative. The pursuit of power often leads
characters to make morally ambiguous choices, highlighting how corruption can seep into
personal and professional relationships. The show illustrates the lengths to which



individuals will go to protect their interests and maintain their status, regardless of the
consequences.

Narrative Structure

The non-linear storytelling of "How to Get Away with Murder" is a hallmark of the series,
enhancing the suspense and engagement of the audience. The use of flash-forwards and

flashbacks creates a layered narrative that invites viewers to piece together the mystery
while keeping them on the edge of their seats.

Foreshadowing and Plot Twists

The series is known for its unexpected plot twists and foreshadowing, which are expertly
woven into the fabric of each episode. Key moments are often hinted at early on,
prompting viewers to reconsider their understanding of events as new information
unfolds. This technique not only maintains intrigue but also encourages deeper analysis of
character motivations and story arcs.

Societal Commentary

"How to Get Away with Murder" serves as a mirror reflecting societal issues, particularly
those related to the legal system, race, and privilege. The show critiques the American
justice system, revealing its flaws and biases while emphasizing the importance of
advocacy and representation for marginalized communities.

Impact on Modern Television

The series has left an indelible mark on modern television, particularly within the legal
drama genre. Its bold storytelling, complex characters, and willingness to tackle difficult
subjects have set a new standard for shows that seek to address contemporary issues.
Moreover, Viola Davis's portrayal of Annalise Keating has garnered critical acclaim,
making her the first Black woman to win the Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding
Lead Actress in a Drama Series.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "How to Get Away with Murder" is not just a gripping legal drama; it is a
multifaceted exploration of morality, race, power, and the human experience. The series
challenges viewers to confront difficult questions and engage with complex themes,
leaving a lasting impact on both its audience and the television landscape. Its successful



combination of suspenseful storytelling and social commentary ensures that its legacy will
endure long after its conclusion. Whether you are a fan of legal dramas or simply seeking
a thought-provoking narrative, "How to Get Away with Murder" offers a rich tapestry of
characters and themes worthy of deep analysis.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes explored in 'How to Get
Away with Murder'?

The central themes include morality, justice, the complexity of human relationships, the
impact of trauma, and the consequences of deception.

How does the narrative structure of 'How to Get Away
with Murder' enhance the storytelling?

The narrative structure employs flash-forwards and non-linear timelines, creating
suspense and engaging viewers as they piece together the mystery of the murder.

What role does Annalise Keating play in the moral
ambiguity of the series?

Annalise Keating embodies moral ambiguity, as she often blurs the lines between right and
wrong while defending her clients, ultimately forcing viewers to question justice and
ethics.

How does 'How to Get Away with Murder' address issues
of race and privilege?

The series highlights systemic inequalities in the legal system, showcasing how race and
privilege influence outcomes, particularly through the experiences of its diverse cast.

What are the psychological implications of the
characters' actions in 'How to Get Away with Murder'?

The characters' actions reveal deep psychological struggles, including guilt, paranoia, and
the burden of secrets, illustrating how their choices lead to personal and relational
deterioration.
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