how to get a mortuary science degree

How to get a mortuary science degree is a crucial question for those interested in pursuing a
career in funeral services and related fields. Mortuary science is a specialized area of study that
encompasses various aspects of death care, including the preparation of bodies, the practice of
embalming, grief counseling, and funeral service management. This article will guide you through
the process of obtaining a mortuary science degree, covering everything from choosing the right
program to what to expect during your studies and entering the profession.

Understanding Mortuary Science

Before diving into the educational requirements, it's important to understand what mortuary science
entails. Mortuary science combines elements of biology, psychology, ethics, and business
management. Professionals in this field, often referred to as morticians or funeral directors, are
responsible for:

- Preparing deceased individuals for burial or cremation.

- Conducting funeral services and ceremonies.

- Providing emotional support and counseling to grieving families.
- Managing the business operations of funeral homes.

The curriculum for a mortuary science degree is designed to equip students with the technical skills
and compassionate understanding needed for this sensitive profession.

Choosing a Mortuary Science Program

Selecting the right program is a pivotal step in your journey to earning a mortuary science degree.
Here are some key factors to consider:

Accreditation

Ensure that the program is accredited by a recognized body, such as the American Board of Funeral
Service Education (ABFSE). Accreditation guarantees that the program meets the educational
standards required for funeral service education.

Program Format

Mortuary science programs are offered in various formats, including:

- Associate Degree: Typically a two-year program that covers the fundamentals of mortuary science.
- Bachelor’s Degree: A four-year program that provides a more in-depth understanding of the field,



including advanced business and management courses.
- Online Options: Some schools offer online programs, which can provide flexibility for working
students.

Curriculum

Investigate the courses included in the program. A comprehensive mortuary science curriculum
should cover:

- Embalming techniques

- Anatomy and physiology

- Funeral service psychology

- Grief counseling

- Business management and ethics
- Legal aspects of funeral service

Location and Facilities

Consider the location of the institution and the facilities it offers. Hands-on training is crucial in
mortuary science, so look for programs with well-equipped labs and facilities for practical
experience.

Admission Requirements

Once you have identified potential programs, familiarize yourself with their admission requirements.
Common requirements include:

1. High School Diploma or GED: Most programs require a completed high school education.

2. Transcripts: Official transcripts from your high school and any post-secondary institutions.

3. Standardized Test Scores: Some programs may require SAT or ACT scores.

4. Personal Statement: A written essay expressing your interest in mortuary science and your career
goals.

5. Letters of Recommendation: Recommendations from teachers or professionals in related fields
may be requested.

6. Interview: Some programs may require an interview as part of the admissions process.

Completing the Mortuary Science Degree

After being accepted into a mortuary science program, you will undertake a rigorous course of
study. Here are the general steps involved:



Core Courses

You will be required to take core courses that cover the essential knowledge needed in the field. This
typically includes:

- Embalming and Restoration: Techniques for preparing bodies for viewing and burial.

- Funeral Home Management: Understanding the business side of running a funeral home.
- Ethics and Law: Learning the legalities and ethical considerations in the funeral industry.
- Psychology of Grief: Studying how to support grieving families effectively.

Internship Experience

Most programs require a certain number of hours in an internship or apprenticeship. This hands-on
experience allows you to apply what you've learned in a real-world setting. During your internship,
you may:

- Assist in the preparation of bodies.
- Help conduct funeral services.
- Interact with families.

This practical experience is invaluable in helping you transition from student to professional.

Final Examinations and Licensing

Upon completing your coursework and internship, you will typically need to pass a comprehensive
examination to earn your degree. Additionally, most states require funeral service professionals to
obtain a license. The licensing process usually involves:

1. Passing the National Board Exam: This exam tests your knowledge in all areas of funeral service.
2. State Licensing Examination: Some states may have their own exams.
3. Background Check: A criminal background check may be required.

Career Opportunities in Mortuary Science

With a mortuary science degree, a variety of career paths are available. Some potential job titles
include:

- Funeral Director: Overseeing funeral services and providing support to grieving families.
- Embalmer: Specializing in the preparation and preservation of bodies.

- Crematory Operator: Managing the operation of cremation services.

- Grief Counselor: Offering emotional support to those dealing with loss.

- Funeral Home Manager: Handling the business operations of a funeral home.



Continuing Education and Professional Development

The field of mortuary science is constantly evolving, so continuing education is essential. Many
states require funeral service professionals to complete continuing education credits to maintain
their licenses. Opportunities for professional development include:

- Workshops and seminars
- Online courses
- Professional organizations such as the National Funeral Directors Association (NFDA)

Staying informed about industry trends and changes in regulations will enhance your skills and
career prospects.

Conclusion

Obtaining a mortuary science degree is a meaningful and rewarding journey for those who wish to
serve families during their most challenging times. By carefully selecting an accredited program,
fulfilling admission requirements, and gaining practical experience through internships, you will be
well-prepared for a fulfilling career in this essential field. Remember that the learning doesn’t stop
once you graduate; continuous education and professional development will keep you at the
forefront of the funeral service industry, allowing you to provide the best care and support for those
in need.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic educational requirements to pursue a
mortuary science degree?

Most mortuary science programs require a high school diploma or GED. Some schools may also
require specific coursework in biology, chemistry, and mathematics.

How long does it typically take to complete a mortuary science
degree?

A mortuary science degree usually takes about 2 to 4 years to complete, depending on whether you
pursue an associate's or bachelor's degree.

Are there online options available for studying mortuary
science?

Yes, many colleges offer online mortuary science programs, though they often require in-person
internships or clinical experiences.



What subjects are covered in a mortuary science curriculum?

A mortuary science curriculum typically includes subjects like embalming, restorative art, funeral
service management, grief counseling, and ethics.

Is certification required to work in the mortuary science field?

Yes, after obtaining a degree, most states require you to pass the National Board Examination and
obtain a state license to practice as a funeral director or embalmer.

What are the career opportunities with a mortuary science
degree?

Graduates can work as funeral directors, embalmers, grief counselors, or in roles related to death
care services, such as in crematories or with cemetery management.
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