
how to get a free horse in skyrim
how to get a free horse in skyrim is a question that many players of
Bethesda's epic RPG find themselves asking. In the vast open world of Skyrim,
horses serve as loyal companions, aiding players in their quests and
adventures across the rugged landscapes of Tamriel. While purchasing horses
can require a significant amount of gold, there are several methods to
acquire a horse for free. This article will explore various strategies,
including specific quests, locations, and tips to help you obtain a free
horse without spending any gold. By the end, you’ll be well-equipped with the
knowledge you need to gallop through Skyrim on your very own steed.
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Understanding Horse Acquisition in Skyrim

In Skyrim, players can acquire horses through various means, primarily by
purchasing them from stables or obtaining them via quests. Horses are not
only a mode of transportation but can also serve as essential companions in
combat. With a variety of breeds available, each horse has different
attributes and can provide unique benefits during your adventures.
Understanding the methods of horse acquisition can help players navigate
their options effectively.

While purchasing a horse from a stable typically costs around 1,000 gold,
there are specific quests and locations that allow players to obtain a horse
without any monetary cost. Knowing the right quests or locations can save you
valuable resources, allowing you to invest your gold in other essential
items.



Methods to Get a Free Horse

There are several methods to acquire a free horse in Skyrim. Each method can
vary in complexity and the amount of time required to achieve the desired
results. Here are the primary methods you can utilize:

Completing specific quests

Finding free horses at certain locations

Utilizing game glitches or exploits

By exploring these methods, players can quickly find ways to obtain a horse
without spending their hard-earned gold. The following sections will delve
deeper into each method, providing detailed strategies and tips.

Locations of Free Horses

Skyrim is filled with various locations where players can find horses without
needing to purchase them. Below are some notable places where players can
find free horses:

1. Whiterun Stables

At the Whiterun Stables, players can find a free horse called the "Whiterun
Horse." This is a standard horse that can be taken without any penalties.
However, be cautious, as it may not always be available depending on the
game's progression.

2. Fort Dawnguard

After completing the quest "Dawnguard," players can acquire a special horse
known as "Frost." This horse can be summoned by obtaining the Dawnguard DLC
and following the questline. Frost is known for its stamina and speed, making
it a valuable addition to any player's arsenal.



3. The Horse Thief

Players can also encounter a horse thief quest that allows them to steal a
horse from a bandit. This horse is typically found in the wild and can be
claimed without any repercussions. Look for bandit camps along the roads, as
they often hold horses that can be taken.

Completing Specific Quests

Another effective way to get a free horse in Skyrim is by completing specific
quests that reward players with horses. Several quests throughout the game
provide players with the opportunity to claim a horse as a reward.

1. The Quest for Shadowmere

The quest "A Night to Remember" leads players to Shadowmere, a unique horse
renowned for its dark appearance and superior attributes. Completing the
related quest rewards players with this extraordinary horse, making it a
popular choice among adventurers.

2. The Companions’ Questline

Players who join the Companions faction can eventually receive a horse named
"Aela's Horse" as part of the storyline. This horse can be obtained after
completing certain quests within the Companions' questline, adding a bit of
lore to your adventure while providing a sturdy mount.

Tips and Tricks for Horse Acquisition

Acquiring a free horse in Skyrim can sometimes be challenging, but with a few
tips and tricks, players can streamline the process. Here are some helpful
strategies:

Exploration: Thoroughly explore the game world. Many horses can be found
in the wild, especially near stables and villages.

Quests: Focus on completing quests that provide horse rewards. Some
quests are hidden and may require exploration to uncover.



Patience: Some methods may require patience. Ensure you revisit certain
locations after progressing through the game to see if horses have
respawned.

Utilize fast travel: For quests or locations, fast travel can save time
and help you reach necessary areas quickly.

By utilizing these tips, players can increase their chances of finding horses
without needing to spend any gold, allowing them to enjoy the expansive world
of Skyrim more freely.

Conclusion

Acquiring a free horse in Skyrim is a rewarding experience that can enhance
your gameplay. Whether you choose to complete specific quests, explore
various locations, or utilize game mechanics, there are numerous strategies
available to help you find the perfect steed. With the right knowledge and a
bit of effort, players can traverse the stunning landscapes of Skyrim atop
their own horse, enriching their adventures in this iconic RPG.

Q: Can I get a free horse without doing any quests?
A: Yes, players can find free horses in specific locations, such as Whiterun
Stables or by encountering bandits with horses.

Q: What is the best free horse in Skyrim?
A: Shadowmere is often considered the best free horse due to its unique
abilities and attributes, available through the quest "A Night to Remember."

Q: Are there any exploits to get a horse for free?
A: Some players have reported glitches that allow them to claim horses
without completing any quests or paying gold, but these can vary by game
version.

Q: Do horses in Skyrim have unique abilities?
A: Yes, certain horses possess unique abilities, such as increased speed or
stamina. For example, Shadowmere has exceptional health and stamina compared
to standard horses.



Q: How can I keep my horse safe during combat?
A: To keep your horse safe, try to dismount before entering combat or use
commands to have your horse wait at a distance.

Q: Can I name my horse in Skyrim?
A: No, players cannot rename their horses in Skyrim, but they can choose
which horse to ride based on their preferences.

Q: Is it possible to lose a horse in Skyrim?
A: Yes, horses can be lost or killed during gameplay. However, you can
usually find them again at their last location or acquire another horse if
necessary.

Q: Can I ride a horse into dungeons?
A: Generally, players cannot bring horses into dungeons; they must be left
outside.

Q: Are horses essential for completing the game?
A: No, horses are not essential to complete Skyrim, but they can
significantly enhance travel speed and convenience throughout the game.

Q: Can I have more than one horse at a time?
A: Players can own multiple horses, but only one can be ridden at a time. You
can summon your owned horse when needed if you have purchased or acquired
more than one.
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