how to draw wild animals step by step

How to draw wild animals step by step can be an exciting and rewarding
endeavor for both beginners and seasoned artists. The beauty and intricacy of
wild animals inspire many to pick up a pencil and start sketching. In this
article, we will guide you through a series of steps that will help you bring
these majestic creatures to life on paper. Whether you're interested in
drawing a lion, an elephant, or a majestic eagle, the following sections will
provide you with the necessary techniques and tips.

Understanding the Basics of Drawing Wild
Animals

Before diving into the specifics of drawing various wild animals, it’s
essential to understand some fundamental principles of drawing.

1. Observation

- Spend time observing animals, either in real life, in photographs, or
through documentaries. Pay attention to their shapes, proportions, and
movements.

- Study their anatomy. Understanding the basic structure will help you create
more realistic drawings.

2. Tools You Will Need

- Pencils (HB, 2B, 4B, and 6B for varying shades)
- Eraser (kneaded and regular)

- Sketchbook or drawing paper

- Ruler (for proportions)

- Reference images of the animals you wish to draw

3. Basic Shapes

- Start by breaking down the animal into basic shapes. Most animals can be
represented using circles, ovals, and rectangles. For example, a lion can be
simplified into a circle for the head, an oval for the body, and rectangles
for the legs.

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing Wild Animals

Now that you understand the basics, let’s go through a step-by-step process



for drawing three different wild animals: a lion, an elephant, and an eagle.

Drawing a Lion

Lions are often seen as the kings of the jungle, and their majestic manes and
powerful presence make them an exciting subject to draw.

Step 1: Basic Shapes

- Start with a large circle for the head and a smaller oval shape for the
snout.

- Add an oval shape for the body, positioned slightly lower than the head.

Step 2: Facial Features

- Draw two smaller circles for the eyes, making sure they are positioned
symmetrically.

- Sketch a triangle shape for the nose at the bottom of the snout oval.
- Add two lines extending from the nose downwards to form the mouth.

Step 3: Mane and Ears

- Draw the mane using wavy lines around the head circle. Make the mane fuller
at the top and taper it down.

- For the ears, add two semi-circular shapes on either side of the head.

Step 4: Legs and Tail

- Draw four legs using rectangular shapes beneath the body oval, making sure
to taper them downwards for the paws.

- Sketch a long, curved line for the tail, adding a tuft at the end.

Step 5: Adding Details

- Refine the facial features, adding details like eyelashes, whiskers, and
the texture of the mane.

- Add claws to the paws by drawing small triangular shapes at the end of the
legs.

Step 6: Shading and Coloring

- Use a 2B pencil to add shading to the mane and body. Focus on areas where
shadows would naturally occur.

- If desired, color your lion using shades of yellow, brown, and black.

Drawing an Elephant

Elephants are known for their large size and distinctive features, making
them a fun challenge to draw.

Step 1: Basic Shapes
- Begin with a large oval for the body and a smaller circle for the head.
- Connect the head to the body with two curved lines representing the neck.



Step 2: Trunk and Ears

- Draw the trunk extending from the bottom of the head circle. Make it long
and curved.

- Add large, floppy ears on either side of the head. These can be shaped like
large leaves or rounded triangles.

Step 3: Legs and Feet

- Sketch four legs using rectangular shapes, making sure they are
proportional to the body.

- Add rounded shapes at the end of each leg to form the feet.

Step 4: Tail and Eyes

- Draw a short, thin tail extending from the back of the body oval.

- For the eyes, draw two small circles on the head, and add eyelashes for
more character.

Step 5: Adding Details
- Refine the trunk by adding folds and wrinkles to give it texture.
- Add details to the ears and outline the feet with curved lines.

Step 6: Shading and Coloring

- Use a 4B pencil for shading, particularly around the trunk and under the
belly.

- When coloring, use shades of gray, with darker tones in the shadows and
lighter tones where the light hits.

Drawing an Eagle

Eagles are powerful birds of prey, and their sharp features and majestic
wingspan make them a captivating subject.

Step 1: Basic Shapes

- Start with a circle for the head and an oval for the body, positioned
slightly lower.

- Add a smaller oval for the beak extending from the head circle.

Step 2: Eyes and Beak
- Draw two small circles for the eyes, and add a curved line for the beak,
giving it a hooked shape.

Step 3: Wings and Tail
- Sketch the wings using elongated, curved shapes on either side of the body.
- Draw a fan shape for the tail at the back of the body oval.

Step 4: Legs and Talons
- Add legs using straight lines that taper downwards, finishing with claw

shapes to represent the talons.

Step 5: Adding Details



- Refine the feathers by adding small, pointed shapes along the wings and
tail.
- Detail the eyes with pupils and highlights to make them look more lifelike.

Step 6: Shading and Coloring

- Shade the body and wings with a 2B pencil to create depth, focusing on
where the feathers overlap.

- Use browns and whites to color the eagle, with darker shades for the wings
and lighter tones on the head.

Tips for Improving Your Animal Drawing Skills

- Practice Regularly: The more you draw, the better you will become. Set
aside time each week to practice drawing different animals.

- Use References: Always have reference images on hand. They can provide
insight into the animal’s anatomy and unique features.

- Experiment with Styles: Try different drawing styles, such as realistic,
cartoonish, or abstract, to find what you enjoy the most.

- Seek Feedback: Share your drawings with friends or on social media to get
constructive criticism and suggestions for improvement.

Conclusion

In conclusion, learning how to draw wild animals step by step can be an
enjoyable and fulfilling experience. By breaking down the drawing process
into manageable steps and practicing regularly, you can develop your skills
and create beautiful representations of these incredible creatures. Whether
you choose to draw a lion, elephant, or eagle, remember to have fun and let
your creativity shine. Happy drawing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic steps to start drawing a wild
animal?

Begin by sketching simple shapes to form the animal's body structure, such as
circles and ovals. Then, refine the outline by adding details like limbs,
ears, and facial features. Finally, add texture and shading to enhance
realism.

How can I improve my animal drawing skills?

Practice regularly by drawing from reference photos or observing live



animals. Studying anatomy and proportions of different species will also
help. Consider joining art classes or online tutorials focusing on animal
drawing.

What tools do I need for drawing wild animals?

Essential tools include pencils (for sketching), erasers, fine liners (for
outlining), and colored pencils or watercolors (for adding color). A
sketchbook or drawing pad is also important for practice and experimentation.

Are there specific techniques for drawing fur or
feathers?

Yes, for fur, use short, quick strokes in the direction of hair growth,
layering different shades for depth. For feathers, draw the shaft first, then
add individual feather shapes, layering to create texture and dimension.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when drawing
wild animals?

Common mistakes include neglecting proportions, over-detailing before
establishing a solid base, and failing to observe the animal's unique
features. Always start with a light sketch and build up layers gradually.

How do I find reference images for drawing wild
animals?

You can find reference images through wildlife photography websites, nature
documentaries, and books on animal anatomy. Online platforms like Pinterest
and Unsplash also offer a variety of high-quality images for inspiration.
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