
how to draw people as cartoons
How to draw people as cartoons is an engaging and creative skill that many artists
aspire to master. With the rise of digital art and social media, cartooning has gained
immense popularity. Whether you're looking to illustrate a character for a comic, create
unique avatars for social media, or simply enjoy drawing for fun, understanding the
fundamentals of cartooning people is essential. This article will guide you through various
techniques, tips, and tricks to help you create captivating cartoon characters that resonate
with your audience.

Understanding the Basics of Cartooning

Before diving into the actual drawing process, it’s crucial to understand the basics of
cartooning. Cartoon characters often exaggerate features to convey personality and
emotion. Here are some fundamental concepts to consider:

Exaggeration

Cartooning thrives on exaggeration. This doesn't mean you should distort characters
unrecognizably, but instead focus on emphasizing certain features:

- Facial Features: Larger eyes can convey innocence or surprise, while a big mouth can
suggest humor.
- Body Proportions: Cartoon characters often have exaggerated body proportions. For
instance, a character might have a large head and small body, which can create a fun and
whimsical appearance.

Stylization

Cartoons typically simplify and stylize real-life figures. This means you can take liberties
with the details:

- Simplified Shapes: Use basic geometric shapes to represent different body parts. For
example, a circle for the head, rectangles for the torso, and ovals for limbs.
- Unique Styles: Develop a personal style, whether it’s cute, edgy, or comical. This will
make your characters stand out.

Materials You’ll Need

To start drawing cartoon people, you'll need some essential materials. Here’s a list to help
you get started:



Sketchbook or drawing paper

Pencils (preferably mechanical for precision)

Eraser

Inking pens or markers (for finalizing your drawings)

Coloring tools (colored pencils, markers, or digital tools)

Reference images for inspiration

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing Cartoon
Characters

Now that you have an understanding of the basics and the materials you need, let’s dive
into the step-by-step process of drawing cartoon people.

Step 1: Choose a Character Concept

Before you start drawing, think about the type of character you want to create. Consider
the following:

- Personality Traits: Is your character cheerful, grumpy, adventurous, or shy?
- Occupation or Role: Is this character a superhero, a teacher, or a whimsical creature?
- Age and Gender: These factors will influence your character’s appearance.

Step 2: Sketch a Basic Outline

Begin with a light pencil sketch to create a rough outline of your character. Follow these
guidelines:

1. Draw Basic Shapes: Start with simple shapes to represent the head, torso, and limbs. For
example, use a circle for the head and oblong shapes for the body and arms.
2. Positioning: Decide on the pose your character will be in. Use stick figures to plan the
body position before adding details.
3. Facial Features: Lightly sketch the placement of the eyes, nose, mouth, and ears. You
can experiment with different expressions at this stage.



Step 3: Refine Your Drawing

Once you have the basic outline, it’s time to refine your sketch:

- Add Details: Focus on defining facial features, hair, clothing, and any accessories.
- Adjust Proportions: Make sure the proportions align with your cartoon style. If you want
large eyes, adjust the rest of the face accordingly.
- Clean Up: Erase any unnecessary lines and refine the shape of your character.

Step 4: Inking Your Drawing

After you’re satisfied with your pencil sketch, it’s time to ink your drawing:

1. Choose the Right Pen: Use a pen or marker that suits your style (fine tips for detailed
work or brush pens for bold lines).
2. Trace Over the Sketch: Carefully trace over your pencil lines. Don’t rush; take your time
to ensure clean lines.
3. Add Line Variation: Vary the thickness of your lines to add depth and interest to your
character.

Step 5: Adding Color

Color is a vital component of cartooning. Here’s how to add it:

- Select a Color Palette: Choose a color scheme that reflects the character’s personality and
theme.
- Base Colors First: Apply flat colors to the main areas of the character (skin, clothing, hair).
- Shading and Highlights: Add depth by incorporating shadows and highlights. This can be
done with darker and lighter shades of the base colors.

Step 6: Final Touches

Once your character is colored, it’s time for the final touches:

- Background: Consider adding a simple background or environment to give context to your
character.
- Review and Adjust: Step back and review your drawing. Make any necessary adjustments
or enhancements.

Practicing Cartoon Characters

Practice is essential in honing your cartooning skills. Here are some effective ways to



practice:

Daily Sketches: Set aside time each day to sketch different cartoon characters.

Study Other Artists: Analyze the work of professional cartoonists and try to
replicate their styles.

Use Reference Images: Collect images of people and practice turning them into
cartoon characters.

Join Online Communities: Engage with other artists on platforms like Instagram or
DeviantArt for feedback and inspiration.

Conclusion

Learning how to draw people as cartoons is a rewarding journey that combines
creativity with technical skill. By following the steps outlined in this article and dedicating
time to practice, you can develop your own unique style and create captivating cartoon
characters. Remember, the key to success in cartooning is to experiment, have fun, and let
your imagination run wild! So grab your pencils and start drawing today!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic shapes to start with when drawing
people as cartoons?
Start with simple shapes like circles for heads, ovals for bodies, and rectangles for limbs.
These shapes help establish the proportions and pose of your cartoon character.

How do I create exaggerated features in cartoon
character design?
Exaggerate features by enlarging or distorting them. For example, make the eyes bigger for
a cute look or the mouth wider for expressions. This adds personality and humor.

What styles can I use for cartoon people?
You can choose various styles such as classic cartoons, anime, or caricatures. Each style
has different proportions and line qualities, so experiment to find what suits you best.



What tools do I need to start drawing cartoon people?
You can start with basic tools like pencils and paper. For digital drawing, use software like
Adobe Illustrator or Procreate along with a graphic tablet.

How can I improve my cartoon drawing skills?
Practice regularly, study other cartoonists' work, and take online courses or tutorials.
Analyzing your drawings and seeking feedback can also help you improve.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when
drawing cartoon people?
Common mistakes include inconsistent proportions, neglecting body language, and overly
complex designs. Keep it simple and focus on clarity and expression.

How can I incorporate movement into my cartoon
drawings?
Use dynamic poses and exaggerated angles to convey movement. Study action poses and
try to capture the energy through flowing lines and varied shapes.

What is the importance of color in cartoon drawings?
Color adds personality and emotion to your characters. Use bright colors for playful
characters and muted tones for serious ones. Experiment with color combinations to find
what works best.

How do I create a unique cartoon character?
Combine different features and styles, and think about your character's backstory,
personality, and quirks. These elements can inspire distinctive traits and visual style.

What are some great references for cartoon character
design?
Look at animated shows, comic books, and online art communities. Websites like Pinterest
and Instagram can provide inspiration, as well as studying the work of established
cartoonists.
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