
how to draw manga eyes
How to draw manga eyes is a fundamental skill for aspiring manga artists. Manga eyes are not just
a detail of character design; they are the windows to the character's emotions and personality.
Learning to draw them correctly can significantly enhance your storytelling ability in manga. This
guide will take you through the essential steps and techniques needed to master the art of drawing
manga eyes, providing tips and tricks that will help you create stunning, expressive eyes for your
characters.

Understanding the Basics of Manga Eyes

Before diving into the drawing process, it’s essential to understand the basic structure and
characteristics of manga eyes. This understanding will help you create eyes that are both appealing
and true to the manga style.

Common Characteristics of Manga Eyes

Manga eyes vary widely in style depending on the genre and the specific character. However, there
are some common characteristics that you will often find:

Large Size: Manga eyes are typically larger than realistic human eyes, allowing for a wider
range of expression.

Distinct Shapes: The shape of the eyes can differ significantly from one character to another.
Common shapes include round, almond, and cat-like.

Vivid Highlights: Highlights in the eyes add depth and liveliness. These are often depicted as
white spots or reflections.

Varied Iris Designs: The iris can be simplified or highly detailed, depending on the
character’s style and emotions.

Materials Needed to Draw Manga Eyes

To begin drawing manga eyes, gather the following materials:

Pencil and eraser: For sketching the initial designs.

Inking pens: To outline and define the eyes.



Markers or colored pencils: For adding color and depth.

Sketchbook or drawing paper: For practice and final drawings.

Having the right tools will make the drawing process smoother and more enjoyable.

Step-by-Step Guide on How to Draw Manga Eyes

Now that you have a basic understanding and the materials ready, let’s go through the steps to draw
manga eyes.

Step 1: Sketch the Basic Shape

Start by lightly sketching the overall shape of the eye. Depending on the character, the eye shape
will vary. Follow these guidelines:

Draw a horizontal line to set the width of the eye.1.

Sketch a simple almond shape or circle based on your desired style.2.

For a more realistic approach, consider adding slight curves to the top and bottom lines.3.

Step 2: Add the Eyelids

The eyelids play a crucial role in defining the expression of the eye.

Draw a slightly curved line above the eye shape for the upper eyelid.

Add a thinner line on the bottom for the lower eyelid.

Ensure the eyelids connect smoothly to the eye shape.

Step 3: Draw the Iris and Pupil

The iris and pupil are vital for conveying emotion.



Inside the eye shape, draw a circle for the iris.1.

Add a smaller circle within the iris for the pupil.2.

Position the pupil slightly off-center to give the eye a more natural look.3.

Step 4: Add Highlights

Highlights make the eyes appear lively and full of depth.

Draw one or two small circles or oval shapes in the iris to represent light reflections.

Make sure the highlights are placed in a way that suggests the light source direction.

Step 5: Define the Details

Details such as eyelashes and additional shading can enhance your drawing.

Add eyelashes along the upper eyelid. Manga eyelashes can be stylized and exaggerated.1.

Shade the iris and pupil with a gradient effect to add depth.2.

Consider adding subtle shading to the eyelids and under the eye to enhance realism.3.

Practicing Different Styles of Manga Eyes

Once you're comfortable with the basic eye drawing technique, try experimenting with different
styles to develop your unique flair.

Chibi Eyes

Chibi characters often have oversized and exaggerated eyes.

Draw large circular shapes for the eyes.



Keep the details minimal but focus on bright colors for the iris.

Add big, bold highlights to make them pop.

Realistic Manga Eyes

For a more mature style, consider creating realistic manga eyes.

Incorporate more anatomical detail in the eye structure.1.

Use shading techniques to create depth and texture in the iris.2.

Add fine details to the eyelashes and eyelids for a lifelike appearance.3.

Tips for Improving Your Manga Eye Drawing Skills

To enhance your drawing skills, consider the following tips:

Study Real Eyes: Observe real eyes to understand how light, shadow, and color work.

Practice Regularly: Consistent practice will refine your technique and help you develop your
style.

Reference Other Artists: Look at manga and anime art for inspiration and to learn different
styles.

Experiment: Don’t be afraid to try different shapes, sizes, and colors to find what you like
best.

Conclusion

In summary, learning how to draw manga eyes is an essential skill for any aspiring manga artist.
By understanding the basics, practicing different styles, and applying tips and techniques, you can
create captivating eyes that bring your characters to life. Remember, the eyes are not just a feature;
they are a powerful tool for storytelling. Keep practicing, and soon your manga eyes will be
expressive and full of personality!



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic shapes to start drawing manga eyes?
Begin with a simple almond shape for the outline of the eye, then add a circle for the iris and a
smaller circle for the pupil. This will serve as the foundation for your manga eye.

How can I make my manga eyes look more expressive?
To enhance expressiveness, modify the shape of the eyes based on emotion. For instance, make them
wider and rounder for surprise, or narrow them for anger. Adding details like highlights and
eyelashes can also increase expressiveness.

What techniques can I use to add depth to manga eyes?
Use shading techniques to create depth. Add darker shades around the edges of the iris and a
gradient effect towards the pupil. Incorporating highlights can also give the eyes a more three-
dimensional appearance.

How do I choose colors for manga eyes?
When selecting colors, consider the character's personality and mood. Bright colors can convey
energy and youthfulness, while muted tones can suggest calmness or seriousness. Experiment with
combinations and gradients to find what fits best.

What common mistakes should I avoid when drawing manga
eyes?
Common mistakes include making the eyes too small or too large relative to the face, neglecting the
placement of highlights, and using flat colors without shading. Always keep proportions in mind and
pay attention to details to create more realistic eyes.
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