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How to Draw Garfield and Friends

Drawing beloved cartoon characters can be an enjoyable and rewarding experience,
especially when it comes to iconic figures like Garfield, the lasagna-loving cat, and his
quirky group of friends. Created by Jim Davis, Garfield has become a staple of comic strips
since his debut in 1978. In this article, we will guide you through the process of drawing
Garfield and his friends, including Jon Arbuckle, Odie, and Nermal. With easy-to-follow
steps and tips, you’ll be able to create your own comic strip or artwork featuring these
timeless characters.

Gathering Your Materials

Before you start drawing, it's essential to gather the right materials. While you can draw
using virtually anything, here are some suggested tools that can enhance your experience:

- Pencils: A range of pencils (HB, 2B, 4B) for sketching and shading.

- Eraser: A good quality eraser to correct mistakes.

- Paper: Any drawing paper, but sketchbooks are recommended for practice.

- Inking Pens: Fine-liners or markers for outlining.

- Coloring Tools: Colored pencils, markers, or digital tools if you prefer to color
electronically.

Understanding the Characters

Before you start drawing, it's important to have a good understanding of the characters
you're going to create. Let's take a closer look at Garfield and his friends.

Garfield

- Appearance: Garfield is a large, chubby orange tabby cat with black stripes, bright
yellow eyes, and a signature lazy expression.

- Personality: He is sarcastic, loves food (especially lasagna), and often displays a disdain
for exercise.

Jon Arbuckle

- Appearance: Jon is a tall, thin man with a round face, large glasses, and often sports a
striped shirt and blue jeans.
- Personality: He is the owner of Garfield and is characterized by his clumsiness and



tendency to be the butt of Garfield's jokes.

Odie

- Appearance: Odie is a small, yellow dog with long ears, a goofy expression, and a
wagging tail.

- Personality: He is friendly, playful, and somewhat simple-minded, often serving as
Garfield's foil.

Nermal

- Appearance: Nermal is a small, gray tabby kitten with big eyes and a cute face.
- Personality: He is often referred to as "the cutest kitten in the world" and has a tendency
to annoy Garfield.

Basic Drawing Techniques

Before diving into character specifics, let’s cover some basic drawing techniques that will
help improve your overall skills:

- Basic Shapes: Start with simple shapes (circles, ovals, squares) to form the structure of
your characters.

- Proportions: Pay attention to the proportions of each character to ensure they look
correct and consistent.

- Guidelines: Use light lines to create guidelines for the facial features and body structure
before adding details.

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing Garfield

Now that you have your materials and an understanding of the characters, let’s start with
drawing Garfield.

Step 1: Basic Shapes

1. Draw a large oval for Garfield's head.
2. Add a smaller oval for the body beneath the head.
3. Sketch two smaller circles at the bottom of the body for the feet.



Step 2: Facial Guidelines

1. Lightly draw a vertical and horizontal line through the head oval to position the eyes
and nose.

2. Place two almond-shaped ovals above the horizontal line for the eyes.

3. Add a small triangle for the nose at the intersection of the guidelines.

Step 3: Adding Features

1. Draw Garfield’s trademark half-closed eyelids and pupils.

2. Add the mouth by drawing a curved line below the nose and two small lines for the
whiskers.

3. Sketch his ears as two triangular shapes on top of the head.

Step 4: Body and Legs

1. Outline the shape of his body, making it slightly rounded.
2. Draw the legs extending down from the body, adding the paws at the end.
3. Don’t forget to add the tail, which is long and curled.

Step 5: Inking and Coloring

1. Once you are satisfied with your sketch, go over it with inking pens to define the lines.
2. Erase the pencil marks once the ink is dry.
3. Color Garfield with orange for the body, black stripes, and yellow for the eyes.

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing Jon Arbuckle

Next up is Jon Arbuckle, Garfield's owner.

Step 1: Basic Shapes

1. Start with an oval for the head and a rectangle for the body.
2. Add smaller ovals for the arms and legs.

Step 2: Facial Features

1. Draw two circles for the eyes, add the glasses around them.



2. Sketch a rounded nose and a smiling mouth below.

Step 3: Clothing and Hair

1. Add Jon’s hair by drawing a few spiky lines on top of the head.
2. Draw the collar of his shirt and the sleeves, adding some stripes for detail.

Step 4: Final Touches

1. Ink the drawing, focusing on the distinctive features like glasses and hair.
2. Color his shirt blue with white stripes and his hair brown.

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing Odie

Now let’s draw Odie, the lovable dog.

Step 1: Basic Shapes

1. Start with a large oval for the head and a smaller oval for the body.
2. Add smaller ovals for the legs.

Step 2: Facial Features

1. Draw two large circles for the eyes and add a goofy smile.
2. Sketch Odie’s long ears drooping from the head.

Step 3: Adding Details

1. Draw the legs, making them short and stubby.
2. Add the tail, which should be wagging.

Step 4: Final Touches

1. Ink the drawing and erase any unnecessary lines.
2. Color Odie yellow with brown spots on his back.



Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing Nermal

Finally, we’ll draw Nermal, the cute kitten.

Step 1: Basic Shapes

1. Start with a small circle for the head and an oval for the body.
2. Add smaller shapes for the legs.

Step 2: Facial Features

1. Draw big round eyes and a small triangle for the nose.
2. Add the mouth and whiskers.

Step 3: Adding Ears and Tail

1. Draw two triangular ears on top of the head.
2. Add a long, curling tail at the back.

Step 4: Final Touches

1. Ink the drawing and erase the sketch lines.
2. Color Nermal in shades of gray and white.

Bringing Your Characters to Life

Once you’ve completed your drawings, consider bringing them to life through storytelling.
Create scenarios where Garfield, Jon, Odie, and Nermal interact, showcasing their unique
personalities. You can develop short comic strips or single-panel gags that highlight their
relationships and humor.

Conclusion

Drawing Garfield and his friends can be a fun and fulfilling activity that allows you to
express your creativity. By following the outlined steps and practicing regularly, you’ll
enhance your drawing skills and have a collection of charming characters that reflect your
style. Remember, the most important part of drawing is to enjoy the process and have fun
with it. Happy drawing!



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic shapes to start drawing Garfield?

Begin by sketching a large oval for Garfield's body and a smaller circle for his head. Add
guidelines for his eyes and mouth to help with proportions.

How can I capture Garfield's personality in my drawing?

Focus on his facial expressions, particularly his half-closed eyes and smirk. Emphasize his
relaxed posture and lazy demeanor to reflect his personality.

What colors should I use to draw Garfield and his
friends?

Use orange for Garfield, with darker orange stripes. For Odie, use yellow with brown
spots, and for Jon, use a simple palette of blue or green for his clothes.

What tools are best for drawing Garfield and friends?

Pencils for sketching, erasers for corrections, and colored markers or colored pencils for
final touches are ideal. Digital tools like drawing tablets can also work well.

Are there any tutorials available for drawing Garfield?

Yes, there are many online tutorials available on platforms like YouTube and art blogs that
provide step-by-step instructions for drawing Garfield and his friends.
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