
how to draw cartoons step by step for
kids
How to draw cartoons step by step for kids is a fun and engaging activity
that can spark creativity and imagination in young minds. Cartooning is an
accessible art form that allows kids to express themselves through whimsical
characters and stories. This article will provide a detailed guide on how to
draw cartoons step by step, focusing on techniques, tips, and examples that
kids can easily follow.

Understanding the Basics of Cartoon Drawing

Before diving into the drawing process, it’s essential to understand some
basic principles of cartoon drawing. This foundation will help kids create
their own unique characters and scenes.

What is a Cartoon?

A cartoon is a simplified, exaggerated, or humorous representation of a
person, animal, or object. Cartoons can be found in comic strips, animated
shows, and illustrations in books. They often convey emotions and stories
through their visual style.

Materials You Will Need

To get started with cartoon drawing, kids will need a few basic materials:

- Pencils (preferably HB or 2B)
- Erasers
- Colored pencils or markers
- Drawing paper or sketchbooks
- Reference images (optional)

Having these materials ready will make the drawing process smooth and
enjoyable.

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing Cartoons

Now that you have a basic understanding of cartoons and the materials needed,
let’s dive into the step-by-step process of drawing a cartoon character.



We’ll create a simple cartoon character as an example, but these steps can be
adapted for any character.

Step 1: Choose Your Character

Before you start drawing, think about the character you want to create. It
could be an animal, a human, or even an imaginary creature. For this example,
let’s draw a cartoon cat.

Step 2: Draw Basic Shapes

Begin your drawing by using basic shapes to outline your character. This step
helps to create a structure before adding details.

1. Head: Draw a large circle for the cat’s head.
2. Body: Below the head, draw an oval shape for the body.
3. Ears: Add two triangle shapes on top of the head for the ears.
4. Eyes: Inside the head circle, draw two smaller circles for the eyes.
5. Nose: Add a small upside-down triangle in the center for the nose.
6. Mouth: Draw a simple curved line beneath the nose for the mouth.

Step 3: Refine Your Shapes

Now that you have the basic outline, it’s time to refine your shapes and add
more details.

- Eyes: Inside the eyes, draw smaller circles for pupils and add some
eyelashes if you like.
- Ears: Add a line inside each ear to show depth.
- Whiskers: Draw three straight lines on either side of the nose for
whiskers.
- Body: Give the body a more defined shape by adding curves to the sides.
- Tail: Draw a long, curved shape extending from the body for the tail.

Step 4: Add Details and Textures

Details make your cartoon character come alive. Here are some suggestions:

- Fur Texture: Draw short, quick lines along the body and head to create the
look of fur.
- Claws: If your character has paws, add small lines at the end of the limbs
to represent claws.
- Patterns: For a more unique look, you can add spots or stripes on the cat’s



body.

Step 5: Inking Your Drawing

Once you are satisfied with your pencil sketch, you can outline it with a pen
or marker. This step makes your drawing stand out and prepares it for
coloring.

- Use a black pen for a classic cartoon look.
- Go over the pencil lines carefully and let the ink dry.
- After the ink is dry, gently erase the pencil lines to clean up your
drawing.

Step 6: Coloring Your Cartoon

Coloring is where your cartoon character truly comes to life. Use colored
pencils or markers to bring your creation to fruition.

1. Choose Colors: Decide on the colors you want for your character. For our
cat, we might use:
- Gray for the body
- Pink for the nose and inside of the ears
- Yellow or green for the eyes

2. Coloring Techniques:
- Base Color: Fill in the larger areas with the base color.
- Shading: Use a darker shade of the same color to add shadows on one side of
the body and under the chin to create depth.
- Highlighting: Use a lighter color to add highlights on the ears and the top
of the head.

Step 7: Adding Background and Context

To make your cartoon character more engaging, consider adding a simple
background or context.

- Setting: Draw a simple environment, like a house, a garden, or a park.
- Action: Show your character doing something fun, like playing with a ball
or chasing a butterfly.

Tips for Drawing Cartoons

Here are some helpful tips to enhance your cartoon drawing skills:



- Practice Regularly: The more you draw, the better you will become. Practice
different characters and styles.
- Use Reference Images: Look at cartoons that inspire you. Analyze how the
characters are drawn and try to replicate their style.
- Keep it Simple: Start with simple shapes and gradually add details. Don’t
overwhelm yourself with complicated designs.
- Be Creative: There are no strict rules in cartooning. Feel free to
experiment with different styles, colors, and characters.

Conclusion

Drawing cartoons is a delightful way for kids to express their creativity and
imagination. By following these step-by-step instructions, kids can learn how
to create their own cartoon characters, refine their drawing skills, and
develop a unique style. Remember, the key to becoming a great cartoonist is
practice and experimentation. So grab your pencils, let your imagination run
wild, and start drawing your very own cartoons today!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to start drawing cartoons?
You will need paper, pencils, erasers, and some coloring materials like
crayons or markers. Optional tools include sketchbooks and fine-tip pens for
inking.

How can I draw a basic cartoon character?
Start with simple shapes like circles and ovals for the head and body. Then,
add features like eyes, a nose, and a mouth, followed by arms and legs. Don't
forget to give them a unique hairstyle!

What are some tips for creating fun cartoon
expressions?
Focus on the eyes and mouth as they convey emotions. Exaggerate features like
big eyes for surprise or a wide smile for happiness. Practice drawing
different expressions to understand how they look.

How do I create movement in my cartoon drawings?
To show movement, use action lines or 'motion lines' around the character.
You can also tilt the body slightly and draw limbs in different positions to
depict motion.



What are some easy cartoon animals I can draw?
Start with simple animals like a cat, dog, or fish. Use basic shapes: circles
for heads and bodies, triangles for ears, and ovals for tails. Add details
like whiskers or fins to make them more recognizable.

How can I improve my cartoon drawing skills?
Practice regularly by drawing different characters and scenarios. Study
cartoons you like, and try to replicate their style. Joining drawing classes
or online tutorials can also be helpful.

What is the importance of outlines in cartoon
drawing?
Outlines help define the shape and features of your cartoon characters. Thick
outlines can make characters stand out, while thinner lines can add detail.
Consider using black ink to emphasize your pencil sketches.

How do I color my cartoon drawings effectively?
Choose a color palette that suits your character's personality. Use lighter
colors for highlights and darker shades for shadows. Experiment with blending
techniques to create depth.

Are there any online resources for learning to draw
cartoons?
Yes! Websites like YouTube have many tutorials, and platforms like Khan
Academy or Skillshare offer structured courses. There are also apps like
Procreate that include features for cartoon drawing.
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