
how to draw a simple fish step by step
How to draw a simple fish step by step is an enjoyable and rewarding activity that anyone can do,
regardless of their artistic skills. Drawing can be a relaxing pastime, and capturing the essence of a
fish on paper can spark creativity and imagination. In this article, we will guide you through a
simple, step-by-step process to create an adorable fish drawing. By the end of this tutorial, you will
have a beautiful fish illustration that you can proudly show off!

Gathering Your Materials

Before you dive into the drawing process, it’s essential to have the right materials at hand. Here’s a
list of items you’ll need:

- Paper: Any type of drawing paper will work; however, a smooth surface is preferable for better
results.
- Pencil: A standard HB pencil is ideal for sketching your fish. You might also want to have a softer
pencil (like a 2B) for shading.
- Eraser: A good quality eraser will help you correct any mistakes as you go along.
- Fine-liner or Pen: For outlining your fish once you are happy with your sketch.
- Colored Pencils or Markers: If you want to add color to your fish, gather some colored pencils,
markers, or watercolors.
- Ruler: This is optional but can help you create straight lines if needed.

Understanding Fish Anatomy

Before you start drawing, it’s beneficial to understand the basic anatomy of a fish. This knowledge
will help you create a more realistic drawing, even if you are going for a simple style. Here are the
key components you should be aware of:

- Body: The main shape of the fish, which can vary in size and form.
- Tail: The fin at the back of the fish that helps it swim.
- Fins: Fish usually have several fins, including dorsal (on the back), pectoral (on the sides), and
pelvic fins (underneath).
- Eyes: The fish's eyes are typically round and located on either side of the head.
- Mouth: The opening for eating, which can vary in shape depending on the type of fish.

Understanding these components will help you create a well-proportioned fish drawing.

Step-by-Step Instructions to Draw a Simple Fish

Now that you are equipped with your materials and knowledge about fish anatomy, let’s get started
with the drawing process! Follow these steps to create a simple fish illustration.



Step 1: Sketch the Fish’s Body

1. Draw an Oval: Start by drawing a large oval shape on your paper. This will serve as the main body
of your fish. The oval should be slightly elongated to represent the fish's body shape.

2. Add the Tail: At one end of the oval, draw a triangle shape extending outward. This will form the
tail of the fish. You can make this as wide or narrow as you like, depending on the type of fish you
wish to represent.

Step 2: Outline the Fins

1. Draw the Dorsal Fin: Above the oval, draw a triangular shape that points upwards. This is the
dorsal fin. You can make it slightly curved to give it a more realistic look.

2. Create the Pectoral Fin: On one side of the oval, draw a smaller triangular shape pointing
sideways. This is the pectoral fin, which helps the fish steer.

3. Add the Pelvic Fin: Below the pectoral fin, draw another small triangular shape pointing
downwards for the pelvic fin.

Step 3: Add Details to the Fish

1. Draw the Eye: On the front end of the oval, draw a small circle for the eye. You can make it more
cartoonish by adding a larger circle inside for the iris.

2. Sketch the Mouth: Just below the eye, draw a small curved line to represent the mouth. This can
be a simple smile or an open mouth, depending on your style.

3. Add Scales: To give your fish a realistic texture, draw small, overlapping semicircles along the
body of the fish. Start from just behind the head and work your way to the tail.

Step 4: Outline Your Drawing

Once you are satisfied with your sketch, it’s time to outline it. Using a fine-liner or pen:

1. Trace Over Your Pencil Lines: Carefully trace over all the lines of your pencil sketch, making sure
to maintain the shapes you’ve created.

2. Erase the Pencil Marks: After the ink has dried, gently erase the pencil lines to leave a clean
outline of your fish.



Step 5: Color Your Fish

Now comes the fun part—adding color to your fish! Here are some tips:

- Choose Your Colors: You can use a variety of colors depending on your preference. Typical fish
colors include shades of blue, green, yellow, and orange.

- Color the Body: Start by coloring the body of the fish. You can use a single color or blend multiple
shades for a more vibrant look.

- Add Color to the Fins and Tail: Use a contrasting color for the fins and tail to make them stand out.

- Blend for Depth: If you’re using colored pencils, consider blending different colors to create depth.
For example, you can add a darker shade at the base of the fins for a shadow effect.

Final Touches

After coloring your fish, take a moment to add final touches that will enhance your drawing:

1. Highlight the Eye: Add a small white dot in the eye to give it a glimmer, making it appear more
lifelike.

2. Add Water Effects: Consider drawing some bubbles or wavy lines around your fish to represent
water. This will add context to your drawing and make it more dynamic.

3. Background Elements: If desired, you can include plants, rocks, or other fish in the background to
create an underwater scene.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

As you draw your fish, keep these common mistakes in mind to enhance your skills:

- Proportions: Ensure that the fins and tail are proportional to the body. A tail that is too small may
not look realistic.

- Over-Detailing: While details are essential, too much can overwhelm your drawing. Keep it simple,
especially for a beginner.

- Neglecting Shading: Adding shadows can give depth to your drawing. Don’t forget to shade the
underside of the fins and the belly of the fish for a three-dimensional look.

Conclusion



Congratulations! You have successfully learned how to draw a simple fish step by step. This
straightforward process not only helps you improve your drawing skills but also encourages
creativity and relaxation. Drawing can be a wonderful way to express yourself and connect with
nature. Remember, practice makes perfect, so don’t hesitate to try drawing different types of fish or
experimenting with styles. Happy drawing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to draw a simple fish?
You will need a pencil, eraser, paper, and optionally colored pencils or markers for coloring.

How do I start drawing a simple fish?
Begin by drawing an oval shape for the body of the fish. This will be the main part of your fish.

What shape should I use for the tail of the fish?
Draw a triangle or a forked shape at one end of the oval to represent the fish's tail fin.

How do I add fins to my fish drawing?
Add a small triangle on the top and a slightly larger one on the bottom of the oval for the dorsal and
pelvic fins.

What should I do to create the fish's face?
On the front end of the oval, draw a small circle for the eye and a curved line for the mouth.

How can I add details to my fish drawing?
You can add scales by drawing small 'U' shapes across the body and lines in the fins for texture.

What colors should I use to color my simple fish?
Use bright colors like orange, blue, or yellow for a vibrant look. You can also blend colors for a more
realistic effect.

How can I make my fish drawing look more dynamic?
You can tilt the fish slightly and add wavy lines around it to represent water movement.
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