how to do your own divorce in texas

How to do your own divorce in Texas can be a daunting task, but with the right information and
resources, it can be a manageable process. Many couples in Texas opt for a DIY divorce to save on
legal fees and streamline the process. This article will guide you through the essential steps needed
to navigate your divorce without hiring an attorney, ensuring that you understand the legal
requirements, necessary paperwork, and the overall procedure involved.

Understanding Divorce in Texas

Divorce in Texas is governed by state law, and understanding the legal framework is crucial for a
smooth process. Texas is a "no-fault" divorce state, meaning that you don't have to prove wrongdoing
to file for divorce. Instead, you can simply state that the marriage has become irretrievably broken.

Grounds for Divorce

While Texas is a no-fault state, there are other grounds for divorce that may apply in specific
situations:

e Adultery

e Abandonment

e Conviction of a felony

e Mental cruelty

e Living apart for at least three years

Understanding these grounds is important, especially if you have children or shared assets, as they
can influence the division of property and custody arrangements.

Eligibility for a DIY Divorce

Before proceeding with your own divorce in Texas, ensure that you meet the following eligibility
criteria:

¢ At least one spouse must have lived in Texas for at least six months.

e The divorce petition must be filed in the county where either spouse has resided for at least 90



days.

» Both spouses must agree to the divorce terms, including property division, child custody, and
support.

If you and your spouse are in agreement on these matters, proceeding with a DIY divorce is feasible.

The Steps to Complete Your Own Divorce in Texas

The process of completing your own divorce can be broken down into several key steps:

Step 1: Gather Necessary Information

Before you begin filling out forms, collect the following information:

Full names and addresses of both spouses

Date of marriage and separation

Children's information (names, birth dates)

Financial information (assets, debts, income)

Having this information organized will make the paperwork process more straightforward.

Step 2: Complete the Divorce Forms

To initiate a divorce in Texas, you will need to fill out several forms, including:
1. Petition for Divorce
2. Information on Suit Affecting the Family Relationship

3. Waiver of Citation (if applicable)

4. Final Decree of Divorce

These forms can be found online through the Texas state court website or at your local courthouse.



Ensure all forms are completed accurately, as mistakes can delay the process.

Step 3: File the Divorce Forms

Once you have completed the necessary forms, file them with the district clerk's office in the county
where you or your spouse reside. You will need to pay a filing fee, which varies by county. If you
cannot afford the fee, you may qualify for a fee waiver by submitting a Request to Waive Filing Fees.

Step 4: Serve Your Spouse

After filing the forms, you must serve your spouse with the divorce papers. This can be done in
several ways:

e Personal service through a process server or sheriff

e By certified mail, return receipt requested

e Waiver of Citation (if your spouse agrees and signs the form)

Ensure that your spouse receives the paperwork, as this is a critical step in the divorce process.

Step 5: Wait for a Response

Your spouse has a specified period (typically 20 days) to respond to the divorce petition. If they do not
respond, you can move forward with an uncontested divorce. If they respond, you may need to
negotiate terms before proceeding.

Step 6: Prepare for the Hearing

If your divorce is uncontested, you may not need to attend a hearing. However, if there are disputed
issues, you may need to appear before a judge. Prepare for the hearing by gathering all relevant
documents, including:

e Financial statements

e Property valuation documents

e Child custody agreements



Step 7: Finalize Your Divorce

At the hearing (if required), you will present your case to the judge. If everything is in order and both
parties agree to the terms, the judge will sign the Final Decree of Divorce, officially ending your
marriage.

Considerations When Doing Your Own Divorce

While a DIY divorce can save money, there are important considerations to keep in mind:

Complexity of Your Situation

If your divorce involves complex issues, such as significant assets, debts, or contentious child custody
arrangements, it may be wise to consult an attorney. They can provide valuable guidance and help
avoid potential pitfalls.

Emotional Factors

Divorce can be emotionally challenging. Ensure that you have a support system in place, whether
through friends, family, or counseling services. Emotional support can help you navigate the process
more effectively.

Document Everything

Keep thorough records of all documents and communications related to your divorce. This
documentation can be crucial if disputes arise later.

Resources for DIY Divorce in Texas

To assist you further in the process, consider utilizing the following resources:

e Texas Law Help: A website offering legal resources and forms.
* Your local courthouse: They often have self-help centers and resources.

¢ Online legal services: Websites like Rocket Lawyer or LegalZoom can help you with forms and
guidance.



Conclusion

How to do your own divorce in Texas involves understanding the legal requirements, gathering
necessary information, completing and filing the proper forms, and potentially attending a court
hearing. While the process can be daunting, it is entirely possible to navigate it successfully with
careful planning and organization. Always consider your specific circumstances and whether seeking
professional legal advice might be beneficial. By following these steps and utilizing available
resources, you can take control of your divorce and move forward into the next chapter of your life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What steps do | need to take to file for divorce in Texas?

To file for divorce in Texas, you need to fill out the required forms, file them with the district clerk in
your county, and pay the filing fee. You must also meet residency requirements, which include living
in Texas for at least six months and in the county of filing for at least 90 days.

What forms do | need to complete for a DIY divorce in Texas?

Common forms for a DIY divorce in Texas include the Original Petition for Divorce, Waiver of Service,
and Final Decree of Divorce. Additional forms may be required based on your specific situation, such
as Child Custody and Support forms if you have children.

How much does it cost to file for divorce in Texas?

The cost to file for divorce in Texas varies by county but typically ranges from $250 to $350.
Additional costs may include fees for certified copies, service of process, and any legal advice you
might seek.

Do | need a lawyer to get a divorce in Texas?

No, you do not need a lawyer to file for divorce in Texas if you choose to do it yourself. However,
consulting with a lawyer can be beneficial, especially if your case is complicated or involves custody
issues.

How long does the divorce process take in Texas?

The divorce process in Texas typically takes a minimum of 60 days from the date of filing before a
judge can finalize the divorce. The actual timeline may vary depending on the complexity of the case
and whether both parties agree on the terms.

What if my spouse and | agree on everything?

If you and your spouse agree on all terms of the divorce, you can file an uncontested divorce, which is
generally quicker and less expensive. You'll still need to submit the necessary forms and attend a
final hearing to finalize the divorce.



Can | file for divorce online in Texas?

Yes, many counties in Texas offer online filing options for divorce. You can check your local county
clerk’s website for online services or forms that can be completed and submitted electronically.

What should | do if my spouse does not respond to the
divorce petition?

If your spouse does not respond to the divorce petition, you can proceed with the divorce by filing a
motion for default judgment. This allows the court to grant the divorce based on the terms you
proposed in your petition.

Will 1 need to go to court for my divorce in Texas?

Yes, you will typically need to attend at least one court hearing to finalize your divorce. This is where
you present the final decree to the judge for approval, especially if there are contested issues.
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