
how to do math in spanish

Introduction to Doing Math in Spanish

how to do math in spanish opens a fascinating door to communication and understanding in a
globally interconnected world. Whether you're a student learning a new language, a traveler
navigating a Spanish-speaking country, or a professional interacting with international clients,
mastering mathematical terms and phrases in Spanish is invaluable. This comprehensive guide will
equip you with the essential vocabulary and concepts needed to confidently tackle arithmetic,
algebra, geometry, and even calculus in Spanish. We'll explore numbers, basic operations, common
mathematical terms, and how to articulate mathematical problems and solutions. Understanding
these building blocks will empower you to engage more effectively in diverse settings.
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Understanding Spanish Numbers

The foundation of doing math in Spanish, as with any language, lies in mastering the numerical
system. Spanish numbers follow a logical structure, particularly from zero to one hundred, after
which patterns become more consistent. Recognizing these patterns is crucial for accurate
calculation and comprehension.

Cardinal Numbers (Zero to Twenty)

The numbers from zero to twenty are fundamental and have unique names. Memorizing these is the



first step:

0 - cero

1 - uno

2 - dos

3 - tres

4 - cuatro

5 - cinco

6 - seis

7 - siete

8 - ocho

9 - nueve

10 - diez

11 - once

12 - doce

13 - trece

14 - catorce

15 - quince

16 - dieciséis

17 - diecisiete

18 - dieciocho

19 - diecinueve

20 - veinte

Numbers from Twenty to Ninety-Nine

From twenty onwards, Spanish numbers are formed by combining the tens word with the units



word, linked by "y" (and), until ninety-nine. For example, 21 is "veintiuno," 35 is "treinta y cinco,"
and 78 is "setenta y ocho." This "y" connector is used for numbers from 31 onwards. Numbers 21-29
are exceptions, often fused: "veintiuno," "veintidós," etc.

Hundreds, Thousands, and Beyond

The system continues logically with hundreds, thousands, and millions. "Cien" is used for exactly
100, while "ciento" is used with other numbers (e.g., "ciento uno" for 101). Thousands are "mil,"
millions are "millón" (singular) or "millones" (plural). For instance, 1000 is "mil," 1,000,000 is "un
millón," and 2,500,000 is "dos millones quinientos mil."

Basic Arithmetic Operations in Spanish

Performing calculations requires knowledge of the verbs and prepositions that describe
mathematical operations. These phrases are essential for describing equations and finding solutions.

Addition

Addition is typically described using the verb "sumar" (to add) or the phrase "más" (plus). For
example, "dos más dos es igual a cuatro" translates to "two plus two equals four." The result of
addition is a "suma" (sum).

Subtraction

Subtraction uses the verb "restar" (to subtract) or the preposition "menos" (minus). A sentence like
"diez menos tres es igual a siete" means "ten minus three equals seven." The result is a "resta"
(difference).

Multiplication

Multiplication is expressed with the verb "multiplicar" (to multiply) and the conjunction "por" (by).
"Cinco por seis es igual a treinta" means "five times six equals thirty." The outcome is a "producto"
(product).

Division

Division employs the verb "dividir" (to divide) and the preposition "entre" (between/by). "Veinte



entre cinco es igual a cuatro" means "twenty divided by five equals four." The result is a "cociente"
(quotient).

Equality

The concept of equality is conveyed with "es igual a" (is equal to) or simply "es" (is) in simpler
equations. For instance, "tres por cuatro es igual a doce" or "tres por cuatro es doce."

Key Mathematical Vocabulary

Beyond numbers and operations, a broad range of mathematical terms are crucial for effective
communication. Familiarizing yourself with these terms will greatly enhance your ability to discuss
mathematical concepts.

General Terms

Math - matemáticas

Number - número

Figure/Digit - cifra

Calculation - cálculo

Problem - problema

Equation - ecuación

Solution - solución

Result - resultado

Operation - operación

Variable - variable

Constant - constante

Integer - número entero

Fraction - fracción

Decimal - decimal



Percentage - porcentaje

Mathematical Objects and Concepts

Set - conjunto

Function - función

Graph - gráfico

Formula - fórmula

Theorem - teorema

Proof - demostración

Logic - lógica

Algebra and Equations in Spanish

Algebra involves working with variables and solving for unknown quantities. The vocabulary here
builds upon basic arithmetic but introduces new terms for representing and manipulating algebraic
expressions.

Variables and Expressions

Variables are typically represented by letters like 'x', 'y', or 'z', which are pronounced as "equis,"
"igriega," and "zeta" respectively. An algebraic expression might be "tres equis más cinco" (3x + 5).
Common algebraic terms include "polinomio" (polynomial), "término" (term), and "coeficiente"
(coefficient).

Solving Equations

Solving an equation means finding the value of the variable that makes the equation true. Phrases
like "resolver la ecuación" (solve the equation) and "despejar la variable" (isolate the variable) are
essential. For example, to solve "2x = 10," one would say "dividimos ambos lados entre dos" (we
divide both sides by two).



Types of Equations

Linear equation - ecuación lineal

Quadratic equation - ecuación cuadrática

System of equations - sistema de ecuaciones

Geometry Concepts in Spanish

Geometry deals with shapes, sizes, and spatial relationships. The terminology in Spanish for
geometry is rich and descriptive.

Basic Shapes

Point - punto

Line - línea

Plane - plano

Angle - ángulo

Triangle - triángulo

Square - cuadrado

Rectangle - rectángulo

Circle - círculo

Polygon - polígono

Measurements and Properties

Area - área

Perimeter - perímetro

Volume - volumen



Length - longitud

Width - ancho

Height - altura

Radius - radio

Diameter - diámetro

Surface - superficie

Understanding terms like "perpendicular" (perpendicular) and "parallel" (paralelo) is also key when
describing geometric relationships. For instance, "dos líneas son paralelas si nunca se cruzan" (two
lines are parallel if they never intersect).

Calculus and Advanced Math Terms

For those venturing into higher mathematics, a specialized vocabulary is necessary. Calculus, in
particular, introduces concepts related to change and accumulation.

Calculus Basics

Limit - límite

Derivative - derivada

Integral - integral

Continuity - continuidad

Rate of change - tasa de cambio

Antiderivative - antiderivada

Other Advanced Concepts

Matrix - matriz

Vector - vector



Probability - probabilidad

Statistics - estadística

Algorithm - algoritmo

When discussing calculus, phrases like "la derivada de f(x)" (the derivative of f(x)) or "la integral de
una función" (the integral of a function) are commonly used. Understanding the Spanish terms for
these concepts is essential for advanced mathematical discourse.

Putting it All Together: Practical Examples

To solidify your understanding, let's look at some practical examples of how to express mathematical
ideas in Spanish.

Simple Arithmetic Problem
Imagine you need to calculate 15% of 200. In Spanish, you would ask or state: "¿Cuánto es el quince
por ciento de doscientos?" (What is fifteen percent of two hundred?). The calculation would be:
"Ciento cincuenta por ciento de doscientos es igual a treinta" (15% of 200 equals 30).

Algebraic Equation Example
Consider the equation: 3x + 7 = 22. You might describe it as "la ecuación tres equis más siete es
igual a veintidós." To solve it, you would first subtract seven from both sides: "Restamos siete de
ambos lados." This gives you "tres equis es igual a quince" (3x = 15). Finally, you divide by three:
"Dividimos entre tres" to get "equis es igual a cinco" (x = 5).

Geometric Description
Describing a rectangle might involve saying: "Este rectángulo tiene un área de cincuenta metros
cuadrados y un perímetro de treinta metros." (This rectangle has an area of fifty square meters and
a perimeter of thirty meters.)

By practicing these phrases and terms, you can confidently navigate mathematical discussions in
Spanish. The more you use them, the more natural they will become, opening up new avenues for
learning and collaboration.

FAQ



Q: What is the most common way to say "plus" in Spanish for
addition?
A: The most common way to say "plus" in Spanish for addition is "más." For example, "dos más dos"
means "two plus two."

Q: How do you say "equals" in Spanish when solving
equations?
A: You can say "es igual a" or simply "es" in Spanish when referring to equality in equations. For
example, "cinco por dos es igual a diez" or "cinco por dos es diez" both mean "five times two equals
ten."

Q: Are there special rules for numbers between 21 and 30 in
Spanish?
A: Yes, numbers from 21 to 29 in Spanish are often fused into a single word, with "veinte" (twenty)
combined with the unit. For example, 21 is "veintiuno," 25 is "veinticinco," and 29 is "veintinueve."

Q: What is the Spanish word for "variable" in algebra?
A: The Spanish word for "variable" in algebra is "variable." It is pronounced similarly to the English
word, with the letter 'x' commonly referred to as "equis."

Q: How do you express "divided by" in Spanish?
A: You express "divided by" in Spanish using the preposition "entre." For example, "diez entre dos"
means "ten divided by two."

Q: What are the Spanish terms for basic geometric shapes like
"square" and "circle"?
A: The Spanish term for "square" is "cuadrado," and the term for "circle" is "círculo."

Q: If I want to ask "What is 10 percent of 500?" in Spanish,
how would I phrase it?
A: You would ask: "¿Cuánto es el diez por ciento de quinientos?" This translates directly to "What is
ten percent of five hundred?"



Q: What is the Spanish term for "area" in geometry?
A: The Spanish term for "area" in geometry is "área." It is a feminine noun.

Q: How do you say "to solve an equation" in Spanish?
A: You say "resolver una ecuación" in Spanish to mean "to solve an equation."

Q: Are there any significant differences in how Spanish and
English decimals are read?
A: Yes, in Spanish, the decimal separator is typically a comma (,) instead of a period (.), and the word
used to connect the whole number to the decimal part is "coma" (comma). For example, 3.14 in
English is "tres coma catorce" in Spanish.
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