how to do close up magic

Mastering the Art: How to Do Close Up Magic

how to do close up magic is more than just a set of tricks; it's a journey into captivating
audiences with skill, misdirection, and sheer wonder. This intimate form of illusion,
performed inches away from your spectators, demands a unique blend of technical
prowess, psychological understanding, and engaging presentation. Whether you're a
budding illusionist or a seasoned performer looking to refine your craft, understanding the
core principles is paramount. This comprehensive guide will explore everything you need
to know, from selecting your first effects to developing a compelling persona and
mastering the art of audience management. We'll delve into the foundational elements of
sleight of hand, the psychology behind effective misdirection, and the importance of
practice and performance.
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The Foundation of Close Up Magic

Close up magic thrives on the immediacy and personal connection it creates. Unlike stage
illusions, which rely on distance and large-scale spectacle, close up magic unfolds in the
hands of the performer and the participant. This proximity amplifies the impact of every
gesture, every subtle movement, and every moment of astonishment. The magician
becomes a curator of wonder, transforming ordinary objects into extraordinary
experiences.

Understanding the Spectator Experience

At its heart, close up magic is about creating a shared experience of impossibility. The
audience needs to feel like they are part of something special, something that defies
logical explanation. This requires the magician to be acutely aware of the spectator's
perspective, anticipating their thoughts and reactions. The goal is not to trick them in a
deceptive way, but to create a moment of genuine amazement, a delightful puzzle that
leaves them smiling and questioning reality.



The Importance of Props

While many close up magic effects utilize everyday objects, the choice of props can
significantly influence the overall impact. Cards, coins, silks, ropes, and even borrowed
items can all be potent tools in the magician's arsenal. The key is to select props that are
easily handled, visually appealing, and lend themselves well to the chosen magic. The
integrity of the prop is also crucial; it must appear normal and unmanipulated to the
audience before and after the effect.

Choosing Your First Close Up Magic Tricks

Embarking on your close up magic journey begins with selecting the right effects. It's
tempting to jump into complex routines, but starting with simpler, yet impactful, illusions
is crucial for building confidence and mastering fundamental principles. Think about the
kind of magic that resonates with you and the type of audience you envision performing
for.

Beginner-Friendly Effects

Several classic close up magic effects are ideal for beginners. These often involve
straightforward principles that allow you to focus on presentation and audience
interaction. For instance, simple card forces, penetrations, or vanishes can be incredibly
powerful when performed well. Look for routines that don't require excessive dexterity or
complex mechanical devices initially.

Learning Resources for Close Up Magic

There are numerous avenues for learning close up magic. Books and DVDs from reputable
magicians are invaluable resources. Online tutorials can offer visual demonstrations, but
it's important to supplement these with structured learning. Attending magic workshops
or joining a local magic club can provide direct mentorship and opportunities for feedback.
Some of the most influential resources include:

Classic magic books by authors like Dai Vernon, Dai A. Vernon, and Roberto Giobbi.

Instructional DVDs and streaming services from well-known close up magicians.

Reputable magic shops that offer beginner kits and personalized advice.

Online forums and communities dedicated to the art of magic.



Essential Sleight of Hand Techniques

Sleight of hand is the bedrock of close up magic, referring to the skillful manipulation of
objects to create illusions. While some magic relies on clever devices, the most impactful
close up magic often employs refined physical dexterity. Mastering these techniques takes
time and dedicated practice, but the rewards are immense.

Card Handling Basics

For many aspiring close up magicians, cards are the first port of call. Learning
fundamental card handling skills is essential. This includes:

e Shuffles and Cuts: Mastering different types of shuffles (e.g., riffle shuffle, overhand
shuffle) and cuts (e.g., simple cut, false cut) is crucial for controlling the deck and
maintaining a natural appearance.

e False Deals: Learning to deal cards without changing their order or to control which
card is received by a spectator.

e Palming: Concealing a card or multiple cards in your hand, making it seem as though
they have vanished. Different palms, such as the classic palm and the top palm, serve

different purposes.

e Forces: Secretly ensuring a spectator selects a predetermined card, creating the
illusion of chance.

Coin Magic Fundamentals

Coin magic offers a different set of challenges and opportunities for sleight of hand. Key
techniques include:

e Vanishes and Productions: Making coins disappear and reappear. Common vanishes
include the shuttle pass, the finger palm vanish, and the retention vanish.

e Transpositions: Making a coin appear to move from one hand to another or from one
place to another.

e Palming Coins: Similar to card palming, but with the unique challenges of handling
small, round objects.

e Coin Rolls and Spills: Smoothly moving coins from one hand to another or producing



them from seemingly empty hands.

Other Essential Sleights

Beyond cards and coins, other objects can be used for stunning close up magic. Learning
to manipulate silks, ropes, and other small items with dexterity will expand your repertoire
and creative possibilities. This often involves techniques like vanishes, penetrations, and
transformations tailored to the specific prop.

The Art of Misdirection

Misdirection is the psychological cornerstone of magic. It's not about fooling the eyes, but
about directing the spectator's attention away from the secret action. Effective
misdirection is often subtle and relies on understanding human behavior and attention
spans. A well-executed misdirection can make the impossible seem utterly commonplace.

Directing Attention

The most common form of misdirection involves directing the spectator's gaze and mental
focus. This can be achieved through verbal cues, eye contact, gestures, or even by
creating a moment of surprise or humor. If you want to perform a secret action with your
left hand, you might use your right hand to point at something across the room, ask a
question, or make a dramatic gesture.

The Power of Eye Contact

Eye contact is a powerful tool in misdirection. When you look directly at a spectator, they
are naturally compelled to look back at you. This allows you to control their focus.
Conversely, you can use your gaze to subtly direct their attention to a specific area while
your hands perform the secret work elsewhere. A well-timed glance can be more effective
than any grand gesture.

Verbal Patter and Psychological Misdirection

Your spoken words, or "patter," are just as important as your physical actions. Strategic
patter can misdirect a spectator's thoughts. For example, if you're about to perform a card
change, you might talk about how difficult it is to change a card, thereby planting the idea
of impossibility in their mind, making the actual change seem even more astonishing.



Psychological misdirection also involves tapping into assumptions and expectations. For
instance, if a spectator believes a card is genuinely lost in the deck, they will not be
looking for it to appear in your pocket.

Developing Your Performance Style

While technical skill is vital, the persona and presentation of the magician are what truly
elevate close up magic from mere trickery to an art form. Your performance style should
feel authentic and engaging, drawing your audience into the experience.

Finding Your Persona

Consider the type of magician you want to be. Are you mysterious and enigmatic?
Humorous and lighthearted? Sophisticated and elegant? Your persona should be a natural
extension of your personality. This doesn't mean you have to be an actor; it means
bringing your genuine self to the performance in an amplified way. Authenticity is key to
connecting with your audience.

Crafting Engaging Patter

Your patter is the narrative thread that weaves your tricks together. It should be more
than just filler; it should enhance the mystery, build anticipation, and create a connection
with your audience. Good patter is often conversational, humorous, and relevant to the
effect. Practice delivering your patter smoothly, ensuring it complements, rather than
competes with, your magic.

Stage Presence and Confidence

Even in close up magic, stage presence is important. This involves how you carry yourself,
your posture, and your overall energy. Confidence is infectious. Even if you're nervous,
projecting confidence will reassure your audience and make them more receptive to your
performance. Practice in front of a mirror or friends to build this comfort level.

Practicing for Perfection

Close up magic is a skill that requires consistent and dedicated practice. Simply knowing a
trick is not enough; you must be able to perform it flawlessly, even under pressure, and
with a natural, unforced ease.



The Importance of Repetition

Repetition is the key to muscle memory and fluid execution. Practice your sleights and
routines until they become second nature. This allows you to focus on presentation and
audience interaction during a performance, rather than concentrating on the mechanics of
the trick. Practice every element: the secret moves, the patter, the timing, and the
interaction with your audience.

Practicing in Front of a Mirror

Practicing in front of a mirror is invaluable for self-correction. You can observe your
angles, your hand movements, and your overall presentation from the spectator's
perspective. This helps you identify awkward gestures, unnecessary movements, or
moments where your secret actions might be visible.

Seeking Feedback

Once you're comfortable with a routine, perform it for trusted friends or family members.
Ask for their honest feedback on what worked, what was confusing, and what could be
improved. Constructive criticism is essential for growth. Consider joining a magic club or
seeking guidance from more experienced magicians for invaluable insights.

Performing for an Audience

The real test of any magician is their ability to perform for a live audience. This is where
all your practice and preparation come to fruition. Understanding audience management
is as crucial as mastering the techniques themselves.

Building Rapport

Before you even begin your first trick, establish a connection with your audience. A
friendly smile, a brief introduction, and a genuine interest in them can go a long way.
Make them feel comfortable and engaged. This rapport will make them more receptive to
your magic and more forgiving of any minor slips.

Handling Different Audience Types

Audiences vary greatly in size, energy levels, and engagement. Learn to adapt your



approach. A boisterous group might respond well to more energetic and humorous magic,
while a quieter, more reserved group might appreciate subtler, more intimate illusions.
Pay attention to their reactions and adjust your performance accordingly.

Dealing with Unexpected Situations

Things don't always go according to plan. A spectator might try to "help," a prop might
malfunction, or you might make a mistake. The mark of a professional is how you handle
these situations. Often, a confident recovery or a bit of improvisation can turn a potential
disaster into a memorable moment. Remember, the audience wants to believe; help them
do so.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

As you learn how to do close up magic, it's helpful to be aware of common pitfalls that can
hinder your progress and diminish the impact of your performances.

Revealing Secrets

The cardinal sin of magic is revealing the secret behind a trick. This not only spoils the
mystery for the audience but also undermines the art form. If asked how a trick is done,
deflect gracefully with humor or by explaining that the magic lies in the impossibility, not
the method.

Over-Reliance on Gimmicks

While gimmicked props can be useful, a magician who relies solely on them will not
develop true skill. Focus on mastering fundamental sleight of hand and presentation.
Gimmicks should enhance, not replace, your abilities.

Poor Angles and Visibility

Close up magic is about controlling what your audience sees. Always be aware of your
angles. Practice your routines from all possible spectator viewpoints to ensure your secret
moves remain hidden. If a spectator can see the method, the magic is lost.



Neglecting Patter and Presentation

Many beginners focus so heavily on the mechanics of a trick that they neglect the
importance of patter and presentation. Without engaging storytelling and a compelling
persona, even the most technically brilliant trick can fall flat. Remember that the audience
is not just watching, they are experiencing.

The Future of Close Up Magic

Close up magic is a continuously evolving art form. As technology advances and new
generations of magicians emerge, the methods and styles of performance are constantly
being re-imagined. The core principles of wonder, mystery, and human connection,
however, remain timeless.

Innovation in Methods and Effects

New methods and approaches to classic illusions are always being developed. Magicians
are exploring the use of technology, borrowing from other performing arts, and pushing
the boundaries of what's considered possible. The digital age has also opened up new
avenues for learning and sharing magical knowledge globally.

The Enduring Appeal of Live Performance

Despite the rise of digital entertainment, the live, in-person experience of close up magic
holds a unique and enduring appeal. The intimacy, the personal connection, and the
tangible sense of wonder that a live performer creates cannot be replicated on a screen.
The ability to create shared moments of astonishment in the real world ensures that close
up magic will continue to captivate audiences for generations to come.

Q: What is the best way for a complete beginner to start
learning close up magic?

A: For a complete beginner, the best approach is to start with foundational sleight of hand
techniques, particularly with playing cards. Invest in a good beginner magic book or DVD
set from a reputable source. Focus on mastering one or two basic card forces, vanishes,
and palms before moving on to more complex routines. Simultaneously, begin developing
your presentation style and practicing your patter.



Q: How much practice is really needed to perform close
up magic effectively?

A: The amount of practice needed varies depending on the complexity of the trick and the
individual's learning pace. However, a general rule of thumb is that you should practice a
routine until you can perform it flawlessly at least 50 times without thinking about the
mechanics. This allows you to focus entirely on your audience and presentation during a
performance. Consistency is more important than cramming; daily, focused practice
sessions are highly beneficial.

Q: Should I buy expensive magic props when starting
out with close up magic?

A: No, it's generally not recommended to invest heavily in expensive magic props when
starting out. Many of the most powerful close up magic effects can be performed with
everyday objects like playing cards, coins, or borrowed items. Focus on developing your
fundamental skills and understanding the principles of magic. As you progress and
discover your preferred style, you can then invest in specialized props that suit your
performance needs.

Q: How can I improve my misdirection skills in close up
magic?

A: Improving misdirection involves understanding psychological principles and practicing
their application. Pay attention to where people naturally look. Practice using your eyes,
gestures, and patter to direct their attention. Study the work of great magicians and
observe how they achieve their misdirection. Experiment with different techniques in front
of a mirror and get feedback from others.

Q: What is the difference between close up magic and
stage magic?

A: The primary difference lies in the proximity to the audience. Close up magic is
performed for small groups, often just a few people, within inches of the spectators. This
intimacy requires refined sleight of hand and psychological manipulation. Stage magic, on
the other hand, is performed for larger audiences from a distance, often using larger
props, illusions, and theatrical elements to create a grand spectacle.

Q: Is it important to have a specific persona when
performing close up magic?

A: While not strictly mandatory, developing a consistent persona can significantly enhance
your close up magic performance. A persona helps you connect with your audience, create
a memorable character, and guide your presentation. It allows you to embody a particular
style - be it mysterious, comedic, or sophisticated - making your magic more impactful



and engaging. Your persona should ideally align with your natural personality.

Q: How do I deal with a spectator who is trying to guess
the secret or is being disruptive?

A: Dealing with challenging spectators requires tact and confidence. For someone trying
to guess the secret, you can deflect with humor or a lighthearted challenge. For disruptive
behavior, a calm but firm redirection is usually effective. Often, the best approach is to
subtly involve them in the magic, making them feel like part of the performance, which
can often resolve the issue. If a spectator is truly unmanageable, it's sometimes best to
politely move on to another trick or group.
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