
how to delete recently watched on netflix

how to delete recently watched on netflix is a common query for users seeking to manage their

viewing history and personalize their recommendations. Whether you're trying to remove a show you

accidentally started, hide embarrassing binge-watching sessions, or simply declutter your "Continue

Watching" row, knowing the steps is crucial. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the entire

process, covering various devices and scenarios. We'll explore how to remove individual titles, clear

your entire viewing history, and even understand why Netflix keeps track of what you watch. By the

end of this article, you'll be a pro at managing your Netflix recently watched list.
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Understanding Your Netflix Viewing History

Netflix meticulously tracks everything you watch to provide a personalized viewing experience. This

data fuels their recommendation engine, suggesting new shows and movies based on your past

viewing habits. This includes not only what you finish but also what you start and stop watching, how



long you watch it, and the devices you use. Understanding this system is the first step to effectively

managing your "Continue Watching" and overall viewing history.

Your viewing history is more than just a list; it's a dynamic profile of your entertainment preferences.

Netflix uses this information to curate content that it believes you'll enjoy, aiming to keep you engaged

with their vast library. While this personalization is a key feature, it also means that unwanted or

accidental selections can clutter your history and influence future suggestions.

How to Delete Recently Watched on Netflix: Step-by-Step

The process of deleting recently watched content on Netflix can vary slightly depending on the device

you are using. However, the core principle remains the same: accessing your account settings and

navigating to your viewing activity. We'll break down the steps for the most common platforms.

Deleting from a Web Browser

The most comprehensive way to manage your Netflix viewing history is through a web browser. This

method allows you to view and remove individual titles or clear your entire history with ease.

Open your preferred web browser and navigate to the Netflix website.1.

Log in to your Netflix account using your email address and password.2.

Hover over your profile icon in the top right corner of the screen.3.

From the dropdown menu, select "Account."4.



Scroll down to the "Profile & Parental Controls" section and click on your profile name.5.

Under your profile settings, locate and click on "Viewing activity."6.

Here, you will see a chronological list of everything you have watched.7.

Deleting on a Mobile Device (iOS and Android)

While the Netflix app offers a streamlined experience for watching, managing your viewing history is

best done through the mobile browser for the same level of control as on a desktop.

Open a web browser on your iOS or Android device (e.g., Safari, Chrome).

Go to the Netflix website and log in to your account.

Tap on your profile icon, typically found in the top right or left corner.

Select "Account" from the menu.

Scroll down to the "Profile & Parental Controls" section and tap on your profile.

Tap on "Viewing activity."

You will see your viewing history listed, and you can then proceed to remove individual titles.



Deleting on a Smart TV or Streaming Device

Directly deleting individual titles from your viewing history is not typically an option within the Netflix

app on most smart TVs, Apple TVs, Roku devices, or gaming consoles. The functionality for managing

viewing activity is primarily housed within the web browser interface. Therefore, to remove items from

your recently watched list on these devices, you will need to use a web browser on a computer or

mobile device as described above.

Once you have cleared or modified your viewing history via a web browser, these changes will sync

across all devices linked to your Netflix account. So, the next time you open Netflix on your smart TV,

the updated history will be reflected.

Removing Specific Titles from Your Viewing History

For those instances where you only want to remove a particular show or movie from your recently

watched list, Netflix makes this straightforward. This is especially useful if you started something and

decided it wasn't for you, or if you want to prevent it from influencing your recommendations.

On the "Viewing activity" page (accessed via a web browser as described earlier), you will see a list of

titles. To the right of each title, there is typically an icon that looks like a circle with a line through it

(often referred to as a "hide" or "remove" icon). Clicking this icon will remove that specific title from

your viewing history. It may take up to 24 hours for the removal to be fully reflected across all of

Netflix's systems and your device's "Continue Watching" row, though it often appears much sooner.

When you remove a title, it is essentially telling Netflix that you did not watch it, or at least, you no

longer want it to be considered part of your viewing profile. This can be a powerful tool for refining the

content that Netflix suggests to you.



Clearing Your Entire Netflix Viewing History

In some cases, you might want to perform a complete reset of your viewing history. This could be for

privacy reasons, to start fresh with recommendations, or if you've shared your account and want to

remove content that isn't yours.

Again, this action is best performed through a web browser. Navigate to your Netflix account settings,

then to your profile, and finally to "Viewing activity." At the very bottom of your viewing activity list, you

will find an option to "Hide all titles." Clicking this button will prompt a confirmation. Once confirmed,

your entire viewing history will be cleared. Similar to removing individual titles, this change might take

some time to propagate across all your connected devices.

Clearing your entire history is a more drastic measure and will significantly impact the

recommendations you receive. Netflix will have to re-learn your preferences based on whatever you

start watching after this action.

Why Netflix Tracks Your Viewing History

Netflix's core business model relies heavily on user engagement, and tracking viewing history is

fundamental to achieving this. The primary reasons Netflix tracks what you watch are:

Personalized Recommendations: This is the most significant reason. By analyzing your viewing

patterns, Netflix can suggest movies and shows that align with your tastes, increasing the

likelihood that you'll find something to watch and continue your subscription.

Improving Content Acquisition: Data on what users watch (and what they don't) informs Netflix's

decisions about which new content to license or produce. They can identify popular genres,



actors, and themes.

Optimizing User Interface: Your viewing history influences what appears in your "Continue

Watching" row and how content is organized on your homepage, making it easier for you to

access what you're currently interested in.

Understanding User Behavior: Netflix collects data on viewing trends to understand how

audiences consume content, which can influence marketing strategies and feature development.

This tracking allows Netflix to offer a tailored experience that is a key differentiator in the competitive

streaming market.

The Impact of Deleting Your Viewing History

Deleting your Netflix viewing history has several implications for your experience on the platform. The

most immediate effect is on your personalized recommendations. When you remove titles, you are

essentially telling Netflix that those were not indicative of your true preferences. This can lead to:

Less Accurate Recommendations: Initially, after clearing your history, Netflix's suggestions might

become less relevant as the algorithm has less data to work with. It will take time and new

viewing activity for the recommendations to become accurate again.

Changes to "Continue Watching": Any titles removed will disappear from your "Continue

Watching" row, which can be a desired outcome if you want to declutter this section.

Potential for New Discoveries: By clearing out old preferences, you open the door for Netflix to

suggest content you might not have encountered otherwise, potentially leading to new favorite



shows or movies.

Privacy Enhancement: For users concerned about privacy or sharing accounts, removing viewing

history provides a way to maintain a cleaner personal profile.

It's important to remember that the changes aren't instantaneous and can take up to 24 hours to fully

reflect across all your devices and Netflix's systems.

FAQ

Q: How do I remove a specific show from my Netflix "Continue

Watching" list?

A: To remove a specific show from your Netflix "Continue Watching" list, you need to access your

viewing activity through a web browser. Log in to your Netflix account on a computer or mobile

browser, go to your Account settings, then to your profile, and select "Viewing activity." Find the title

you wish to remove and click the "hide" or "remove" icon next to it.

Q: Can I delete my entire Netflix viewing history from the mobile app?

A: While you can view your viewing activity on the Netflix mobile app, the option to delete your entire

history is typically only available through a web browser on a desktop or mobile device. Access your

Netflix account via a browser, navigate to your profile's viewing activity, and look for the "Hide all titles"

option.

Q: How long does it take for deleted Netflix viewing history to update?

A: After you delete a title or clear your entire viewing history on Netflix, it can take up to 24 hours for



these changes to be fully reflected across all your devices. However, in most cases, the updates

appear much sooner.

Q: Will deleting my Netflix viewing history affect other users on my

account?

A: Yes, deleting your viewing history will affect the recommendations and "Continue Watching" list for

all profiles on that Netflix account, as viewing history is tied to the account. Each profile has its own

viewing activity, so you can manage individual profiles by accessing their specific viewing history.

Q: Why does Netflix keep track of what I watch?

A: Netflix tracks your viewing history primarily to provide personalized recommendations, enhance your

user experience by curating content, and inform their content acquisition and production decisions. It

helps them understand user preferences and engagement.

Q: What happens if I accidentally start watching something on Netflix?

A: If you accidentally start watching something and don't want it in your history or "Continue Watching"

row, you can easily remove it by going to your viewing activity via a web browser and using the

hide/remove icon next to the title.

Q: Does removing shows from my viewing history remove them from

my watchlists?

A: No, removing a show from your viewing history does not remove it from your personal watchlists or

lists of titles you have marked to watch later. These are separate features within Netflix.



Q: Can I clear my Netflix viewing history on a smart TV?

A: Direct deletion of viewing history is generally not supported within the Netflix app on smart TVs or

gaming consoles. You will need to use a web browser on a computer or mobile device to access and

manage your viewing activity for your Netflix account.
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