
how to cut your own fringe

How to Cut Your Own Fringe Like a Pro: A
Step-by-Step Guide
how to cut your own fringe can seem daunting, but with the right preparation and techniques,
achieving salon-worthy results at home is entirely achievable. This comprehensive guide will walk
you through every step, from choosing the right style for your face shape to mastering the actual
cutting process. We’ll cover essential tools, preparation tips, different fringe cutting methods, and
crucially, how to avoid common mistakes. Whether you’re aiming for a blunt fringe, wispy bangs, or
a side-swept style, this detailed tutorial will empower you to confidently transform your look. Get
ready to save time and money while enjoying a fresh new hairstyle.
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Tools You'll Need to Cut Your Own Fringe

Before you even think about reaching for scissors, gathering the correct tools is paramount for a
successful DIY fringe cut. Using the wrong implements can lead to uneven cuts, damaged hair, and a
generally disappointing outcome. Investing in a few key items will make all the difference and
ensure precision.

Essential Cutting Tools

The most critical tool, without question, is a pair of sharp hair-cutting scissors. Household scissors
or craft scissors are simply not designed for hair and will chew through your strands, creating split
ends and a ragged edge. Look for shears specifically made for cutting hair; they are sharper and
designed for a clean, precise snip. A good pair of hair shears doesn't have to break the bank, but it
should be a dedicated tool for your hair only.



Sectioning and Styling Aids

Beyond scissors, several other items will aid in sectioning your hair accurately and styling your new
fringe. A fine-tooth comb is essential for detangling and creating clean, straight lines for your cut.
Sectioning clips are also incredibly useful for isolating the fringe area from the rest of your hair,
preventing accidental cuts. A handheld mirror or a good quality magnifying mirror will allow you to
see your work from multiple angles, which is vital for symmetry.

Sharp hair-cutting scissors

Fine-tooth comb

Sectioning clips

Handheld or magnifying mirror

A spray bottle with water (optional, for dampening hair)

Preparing Your Hair for a Fringe Cut

Proper preparation is key to achieving a polished fringe. Cutting your hair when it’s clean and free
of styling products will ensure a more accurate cut. Furthermore, deciding whether to cut your
fringe wet or dry will depend on your hair type and the desired finish.

Washing and Drying Your Hair

Start with freshly washed and conditioned hair. This removes any oil, product buildup, or dirt that
could make the strands sticky and harder to cut cleanly. Gently towel-dry your hair until it is no
longer dripping wet. For most fringe styles, cutting when the hair is slightly damp, not soaking, is
ideal. This allows for a more controlled cut and prevents shrinking that can occur with very wet hair.

Deciding on Wet vs. Dry Cutting

For those with straight or wavy hair aiming for a blunt or structured fringe, cutting while damp can
offer more precision. The hair will lay flatter and be easier to section for a clean line. However, if
you have curly or very textured hair, it's generally best to cut your fringe when it's completely dry.
This is because curls can shrink significantly when wet, and cutting them while dry ensures you
achieve the correct length once styled. If you choose to cut dry, ensure your hair is smooth and
styled as you normally would wear it.



Choosing the Right Fringe Style for Your Face Shape

The success of your DIY fringe cut hinges on selecting a style that complements your facial features.
Different fringe styles can accentuate or soften certain aspects of your face, so understanding what
works best for you is crucial before picking up the scissors.

Fringes for Oval Faces

Oval faces are considered the most versatile, as most fringe styles tend to flatter them. A full, blunt
fringe can look stunning, as can softer, side-swept bangs or even a more daring, choppy style. The
key is to maintain balance and not overpower the delicate proportions of an oval face.

Fringes for Round Faces

For round faces, the goal is often to create the illusion of length and add angles. Side-swept fringes
are excellent for this, as they draw the eye diagonally, elongating the face. Wispy, textured bangs
that hit just below the brow can also work well, breaking up the fullness. Avoid very short, blunt
fringes, which can emphasize roundness.

Fringes for Square Faces

Square faces benefit from softening angles. Feathered or wispy bangs that are swept to the side can
help to round out a strong jawline and forehead. A slightly longer fringe that blends into the rest of
the hair can also be flattering. Blunt fringes can sometimes emphasize the angularity of a square
face, so proceed with caution.

Fringes for Heart-Shaped Faces

Heart-shaped faces often have a wider forehead and a narrower chin. A side-swept fringe or a soft,
slightly layered fringe can help to balance the forehead and draw attention to the eyes. A fuller
fringe that is cut with a slight curve can also be very effective in softening the transition from the
forehead to the cheekbones.

How to Cut a Blunt Fringe at Home

A blunt fringe offers a bold, chic statement but requires precision to avoid an unflattering or choppy
result. This method focuses on creating a clean, straight line across the forehead.



Sectioning for a Blunt Fringe

Start by brushing your hair smooth. Using your fine-tooth comb, create a clean part from the crown
of your head down to where you want your fringe to begin. This section should be a triangle shape,
with the apex at the crown and the base along your hairline, extending to just beyond the outer
edges of your eyes. Secure the rest of your hair away from this section with clips.

The Cutting Technique

Comb the fringe section forward and ensure it lies flat and evenly. Decide on your desired length –
it’s always better to cut shorter than you think you want initially, as you can always trim more off
later. Hold the comb horizontally beneath the fringe, just above where you plan to cut. This comb
acts as a guide and a protective barrier for the rest of your hair. Using your sharp hair-cutting
scissors, begin to snip horizontally, cutting just above the comb. Make small, controlled cuts rather
than one long snip. Once you've made your initial cut, gently remove the comb and check the length.
Make further small adjustments as needed, always cutting parallel to the comb.

After achieving the desired length, assess the ends. If they look too harsh, you can use the point-
cutting technique – holding the scissors vertically and snipping into the ends at an angle – to soften
the line slightly. Ensure both sides are even by looking in the mirror and making minor trims if
necessary.

How to Cut Wispy Bangs

Wispy bangs offer a softer, more blended look compared to a blunt fringe. They are less severe and
can be more forgiving for DIY attempts. The key here is texture and a less rigid line.

Creating a Softer Section

For wispy bangs, you'll likely want a smaller section of hair than for a blunt fringe. Again, comb your
hair smooth and use your comb to section a narrower triangle of hair from the crown, extending
down to your desired fringe starting point. The width of this section will determine how wispy your
bangs are. A narrower section will result in more wispiness.

Techniques for Feathered Ends

Comb the fringe section forward. Instead of cutting straight across, you'll use point-cutting. Hold the
scissors vertically and snip into the ends of the hair at an angle. This creates texture and prevents a
blunt, harsh line. Work your way across the section, varying the depth of your snips to create a
natural, piecey look. You can also hold small sections of hair between your fingers and cut at an



angle downwards. Remember to cut gradually, checking the length and effect as you go. The goal is
to avoid any distinct horizontal lines.

Once you're happy with the length and texture, you can further refine the look. If some pieces are
too long, use the point-cutting technique again. You can also gently comb through the fringe once
cut to see how the pieces fall and make any minor adjustments for symmetry and blend.

How to Cut a Side-Swept Fringe

A side-swept fringe is flattering for many face shapes and offers a softer, more gradual transition
than a straight fringe. It’s a great option for those new to cutting their own fringe.

Sectioning for Asymmetrical Style

To achieve a side-swept fringe, you'll need to section your hair accordingly. Decide which side you
want your fringe to sweep across. Begin by taking a triangular section of hair from the crown,
similar to a blunt fringe, but extend the base of the triangle further across to the side where you
want the fringe to be longest. Comb this section forward, directing it diagonally across your
forehead as you would typically wear it.

Cutting with an Angled Guide

Hold the fringe section between your fingers, angled in the direction you want it to fall. Decide on
the shortest point, usually near the center of your forehead, and the longest point, which will sweep
towards the side. Start by cutting the shortest point first. You can use your comb as a guide, holding
it diagonally. Snip just above the comb to create your initial shortest length. Then, working with the
angled section of hair between your fingers, slowly snip downwards, following the angle. Gradually
work your way across, allowing the fringe to gradually lengthen towards the side. The key is to
create a soft, blended angle rather than a sharp line. Point-cutting can be used here as well to soften
any edges and create a more natural flow.

Once you have established the basic shape and length, check for evenness and blend. Comb the
fringe to the side to see how it falls. Make small, correctional cuts to ensure the transition from
short to long is smooth and that both sides of the fringe are balanced in terms of their diagonal line.

Tips for Trimming and Maintaining Your Fringe

Once you've cut your fringe, ongoing maintenance is crucial to keeping it looking sharp and stylish.
Regular trims will prevent it from becoming overgrown and losing its shape.



Regular Trimming Schedule

Fringes tend to grow quickly and can quickly fall into your eyes, making them unruly. Aim to trim
your fringe every 2-4 weeks, depending on how fast your hair grows and the style you’ve chosen. A
quick tidy-up can make a significant difference in how your fringe looks and feels.

Using the Right Tools for Maintenance

When trimming your fringe between cuts, you can often get away with using your sharp hair-cutting
scissors. However, for very fine adjustments, consider investing in a small pair of detail scissors or
even a pair of nail scissors with very sharp, fine points, provided they are clean and dedicated to hair
use. Always ensure your tools are clean to avoid transferring bacteria to your scalp.

Always start with dry, clean hair for trims.

Section the fringe accurately.

Use minimal hair – trim only the necessary amount.

Consider point-cutting for a softer, less severe regrowth.

If your fringe is getting too long, trim it gradually. It’s easier to trim more off than to put it
back on.

If you have a side-swept fringe, ensure you trim it to maintain the desired angle.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Cutting Your Own
Fringe

Even with the best intentions, DIY fringe cuts can sometimes go awry. Understanding common
pitfalls can help you steer clear of them and achieve a result you’ll love.

Cutting When Hair is Too Wet

As mentioned earlier, cutting hair when it’s soaking wet can be a major mistake, especially for those
with wavy or curly textures. Hair stretches when wet, and as it dries, it will shrink. This can lead to a
fringe that is much shorter than intended, often resulting in an unflattering, choppy look that’s
difficult to fix without a significant trim elsewhere.



Using Dull Scissors

This cannot be stressed enough: never use household scissors for cutting your hair. Dull blades will
crush and fray the hair strands rather than cut them cleanly. This leads to split ends, frizz, and an
uneven, messy fringe that can be hard to style and will require more frequent trims to look
presentable.

Cutting Too Much at Once

Impatience is a fringe cutter’s enemy. Always err on the side of caution. Start by cutting far longer
than you think you need. You can always trim off more in small increments. Taking too much off at
once leaves you with very little room for error and can result in a fringe that is too short to blend or
style effectively.

Another common mistake is not checking for symmetry. Always use a mirror and check both sides of
your fringe to ensure they are even. For blunt fringes, hold your comb as a guide and cut a little at a
time, checking your progress. For angled or wispy fringes, ensure the angle is consistent and the
shortest point is centered (unless intentionally asymmetrical).

FAQ

Q: How do I know if I have the right type of scissors to cut my
own fringe?
A: You should use sharp hair-cutting shears specifically designed for cutting hair. Household
scissors, kitchen knives, or craft scissors will damage your hair, leading to split ends and an uneven
cut. Professional salon shears are ideal, but good quality hair-cutting scissors from a beauty supply
store will also work.

Q: Can I cut my fringe when it's completely dry?
A: For curly or very textured hair, cutting when completely dry is usually best, as curls can shrink
significantly when wet. For straight or slightly wavy hair, cutting when damp is often preferred for
precision. However, if you cut dry hair, ensure it's styled as you normally would wear it.

Q: How often should I trim my fringe?
A: Most people need to trim their fringe every 2 to 4 weeks, depending on hair growth speed and the
desired style. Regular trims keep the fringe looking fresh and prevent it from becoming overgrown
and falling into your eyes.



Q: What if I cut my fringe too short?
A: If you've cut your fringe too short, don't panic. You can try to disguise it by styling it to the side or
incorporating it into a braid. If it's significantly too short, you may need to wait for it to grow out or
consider getting it professionally restyled to blend it with the rest of your hair.

Q: How can I make my fringe look less blunt?
A: To soften a blunt fringe, use the point-cutting technique. Hold your scissors vertically and snip
into the ends of the hair at an angle. This creates texture and breaks up the harsh horizontal line,
giving a more diffused look.

Q: Should I cut my fringe in a straight line or an angle?
A: This depends on your desired style and face shape. A straight line is for a blunt fringe, while an
angle is for a side-swept or more textured look. For a side-swept fringe, you'll cut from a shorter
point in the center to a longer point on the side.

Q: How do I prevent my fringe from looking too wide?
A: When sectioning, ensure you're taking enough hair from the crown to create a balanced fringe.
The width should generally extend to just beyond the outer edges of your eyes. If you take too little
hair, it can appear too narrow and disconnected from the rest of your hairstyle.

Q: What's the best way to ensure my fringe is even on both
sides?
A: Use a mirror and your comb to section accurately. After cutting, comb the fringe straight down
and then to each side. Check that the length and angle are consistent on both sides. Make small,
corrective trims as needed to achieve symmetry.
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