
how to clean suede shoes

The Ultimate Guide: How to Clean Suede Shoes
and Keep Them Looking New

how to clean suede shoes is a question many stylish individuals ponder, as this luxurious
material, while beautiful, can be prone to stains and wear. Fear not, for with the right
knowledge and tools, you can effectively restore your suede footwear to its former glory.
This comprehensive guide will walk you through every step, from general maintenance to
tackling tough stains, ensuring your suede shoes remain a staple in your wardrobe for
years to come. We’ll cover essential tools, techniques for different types of dirt and marks,
and preventative measures to keep your cherished suede items pristine. Understanding
the nuances of suede care is key to preserving its unique texture and appearance.
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Understanding Suede: Properties and Care Needs

Suede is a type of leather with a napped finish, meaning it has a soft, fuzzy texture created
by buffing the inner surface of the hide. This unique characteristic makes it highly



susceptible to water, dirt, and oil absorption. Unlike smooth leather, suede doesn't have a
protective coating, which is why a gentle yet effective cleaning approach is crucial.
Regular care is not just about removing existing dirt, but also about preventing future
damage and maintaining the material's inherent softness and look.

The delicate nature of suede means that harsh chemicals or abrasive scrubbing can easily
ruin its nap and color. Therefore, understanding these properties is the first step in
learning how to clean suede shoes effectively. This material requires specialized tools and
techniques that respect its delicate fibers.

Essential Tools for Cleaning Suede Shoes

Before you begin the cleaning process, it’s important to gather the right supplies. Having
these items readily available will make the task much smoother and more effective. Each
tool plays a specific role in preserving the integrity of your suede.

The Suede Brush
A suede brush is arguably the most important tool for cleaning suede shoes. These
brushes typically have brass or nylon bristles on one side for tougher dirt and a rubber
crepe or sponge on the other for restoring the nap. The bristles gently lift dirt and debris
from the suede fibers, while the crepe side helps to brush the nap back into place, giving
the shoes their characteristic soft texture.

Suede Eraser or Pencil Eraser
For light scuffs and dry marks, a suede eraser or even a clean pencil eraser can be
surprisingly effective. These work by gently abrading the mark without damaging the
suede itself. It’s a simple yet powerful tool for minor blemishes.

White Vinegar or Rubbing Alcohol
For more stubborn stains, particularly water spots or certain types of dried-on dirt, white
vinegar or rubbing alcohol can be used sparingly. These act as mild solvents that can help
lift and break down stains. Always test in an inconspicuous area first.

Cornstarch or Talcum Powder
These absorbent powders are excellent for tackling fresh grease or oil stains. They work
by drawing the oil out of the suede fibers before it can set permanently.



Clean Cloths
Several clean, lint-free cloths are necessary for applying cleaning solutions, blotting away
moisture, and buffing the suede. Microfiber cloths are an excellent choice.

Protective Spray
While not a cleaning tool, a good quality suede protector spray is essential for preventing
future stains and water damage.

General Maintenance and Daily Care

Consistent, light maintenance can significantly reduce the need for deep cleaning and help
your suede shoes last longer. Think of it as preventative medicine for your footwear.

Brushing After Each Wear
After wearing your suede shoes, take a moment to gently brush them with a suede brush.
This removes any surface dirt, dust, or mud that may have accumulated. Brushing in one
direction helps to maintain the nap's consistency and prevent matting.

Store Properly
When not in use, store your suede shoes in a cool, dry place, away from direct sunlight.
Using shoe trees made of cedar can help maintain their shape and absorb excess moisture.
Avoid storing them in plastic bags, which can trap moisture and lead to mildew.

Avoid Wet Conditions
Suede and water are not friends. If you anticipate wet weather, opt for different footwear.
If your suede shoes do get wet, stuff them with newspaper to absorb moisture and let
them air dry naturally, away from heat sources.

How to Clean Suede Shoes: Step-by-Step Guide

Learning how to clean suede shoes involves a systematic approach. Whether dealing with
general dirt or more specific issues, following these steps will ensure the best possible
outcome.



Step 1: Dry Brushing
Start by using your suede brush to gently brush away any loose dirt or debris. Work in one
direction to lift the nap and remove surface particles. For more stubborn dried-on mud,
allow it to dry completely before brushing.

Step 2: Address Scuffs and Dry Marks
For minor scuffs, use a suede eraser or a clean pencil eraser. Gently rub the affected area
until the mark begins to lift. After using the eraser, brush the area again to restore the
nap.

Step 3: Dealing with Embedded Dirt
If dry brushing and erasing aren't enough, you might need to employ a slightly more
robust method. For embedded dirt, you can try dampening a clean cloth with a small
amount of white vinegar or rubbing alcohol. Gently dab the stained area, being careful not
to oversaturate the suede. Blot with a dry cloth, and then let the shoes air dry. Once dry,
use the suede brush to restore the nap.

Step 4: Restoring the Nap
Once the shoes are completely dry, use the crepe rubber side of your suede brush to
gently brush the entire shoe. This will revive the nap, making the suede look soft and even
again. Brush in consistent strokes to ensure uniformity.

Tackling Specific Stains on Suede

Different types of stains require different approaches. Knowing the specific problem will
help you choose the most effective cleaning method.

Dealing with Water Stains and Mud
Water stains are a common issue with suede. If your shoes get wet, stuff them with
newspaper and let them air dry completely. Once dry, gently brush the affected area with
a suede brush to blend the color and texture. For dried mud, let it dry thoroughly, then
brush off as much as possible. If a stain remains, you can lightly dampen a cloth with
white vinegar, dab the stain, and then brush the nap after drying.

Removing Grease and Oil Marks
Grease and oil stains are best treated while fresh. Immediately sprinkle a generous



amount of cornstarch or talcum powder over the stain. Allow the powder to sit for several
hours, or preferably overnight, to absorb the oil. Gently brush away the powder. You may
need to repeat this process for stubborn stains. If the stain persists, a small amount of a
specialized suede degreaser might be necessary, always tested in an inconspicuous area
first.

Restoring Color and Texture

Over time, suede can lose its vibrancy and become matted. Restoring its original look
requires a bit of attention to detail.

Revitalizing Faded Suede
Faded suede can sometimes be revived by brushing thoroughly with a suede brush. The
friction from brushing can help to bring out the natural color. For more significant fading,
consider using a suede dye spray specifically designed for footwear, following the product
instructions carefully. Always test the color on a hidden area first.

Rejuvenating the Nap
The characteristic fuzzy texture of suede is its nap. Over time, the nap can become
flattened or matted from wear and tear. Regular brushing with a suede brush, particularly
the crepe rubber side, is the best way to keep the nap lifted and soft. For heavily matted
areas, you might need to gently rub with a suede eraser or even very fine sandpaper (used
with extreme caution) to break up the flattened fibers before brushing.

Preventative Measures to Keep Suede Shoes
Clean

The best way to deal with dirty suede shoes is to prevent them from getting dirty in the
first place. A proactive approach will save you time and effort in the long run.

Apply a Suede Protector Spray
Before you even wear your new suede shoes, apply a high-quality suede protector spray.
These sprays create an invisible barrier that repels water and stains, making cleaning
much easier. Reapply the protector spray periodically, especially after cleaning or if the
shoes have been exposed to moisture.



Use Shoe Trees
Cedar shoe trees are invaluable for suede shoes. They not only help maintain the shoe's
shape but also absorb moisture and odors, which can contribute to the degradation of
suede. This is especially important after wearing them in damp conditions.

Rotate Your Footwear
Avoid wearing the same pair of suede shoes every day. Allowing them to air out and
recover between wears helps to prevent excessive moisture buildup and wear on the
material, keeping them looking their best for longer.

When to Seek Professional Help

While most minor cleaning tasks can be handled at home, some situations call for
professional expertise. If you have very expensive or delicate suede shoes, or if you are
dealing with deeply ingrained or unusual stains, it’s often best to consult a professional
shoe repair service or a specialist in leather and suede cleaning.

Professionals have access to specialized tools and cleaning agents that can tackle
challenging issues without damaging the material. They can also provide expert advice on
ongoing care tailored to your specific footwear.

FAQ

Q: How often should I clean my suede shoes?
A: General maintenance, like brushing after each wear, should be done regularly. Deep
cleaning should be performed as needed, typically when you notice visible dirt or stains, or
perhaps once or twice a season depending on how frequently you wear them and the
conditions.

Q: Can I use water to clean suede shoes?
A: Water should be used sparingly and with caution. Excessive water can stain and
damage suede. If you must use water, it's best to slightly dampen a cloth and dab the
affected area, then let it air dry completely before brushing the nap.

Q: What is the best way to remove mud from suede
shoes?
A: Allow the mud to dry completely. Once dry, gently brush off as much as you can with a



suede brush. For any remaining residue, you can use a suede eraser or a lightly dampened
cloth with white vinegar, followed by brushing the nap once dry.

Q: My suede shoes have salt stains from winter. How
can I remove them?
A: Salt stains can be tough. Mix a solution of one part white vinegar to two parts water.
Lightly dampen a clean cloth with this solution and gently dab the salt stains. Blot with a
dry cloth, and let the shoes air dry completely. Brush the nap afterwards.

Q: Can I use baby wipes to clean suede?
A: It's generally not recommended to use baby wipes on suede. They often contain
chemicals and moisture that can be too harsh or damaging for the delicate suede material,
potentially causing discoloration or affecting the texture.

Q: How do I restore the fuzzy texture (nap) of my suede
shoes?
A: The best way to restore the nap is by using a suede brush. Gently brush the suede in
one direction with the bristles to lift the fibers. For matted areas, the rubber crepe side of
the brush or a suede eraser can help rejuvenate the nap.

Q: Is it safe to use colored shoe polish on suede?
A: No, colored shoe polish is not suitable for suede. Suede requires specialized cleaners
and protectors. Using regular shoe polish will likely stain and damage the nap and color of
the suede.

Q: What should I do if my suede shoes get rained on?
A: If your suede shoes get wet, immediately stuff them with newspaper to absorb excess
moisture and help them retain their shape. Let them air dry naturally away from direct
heat sources like radiators or hairdryers. Once dry, use a suede brush to restore the nap.

Q: Can I use a regular toothbrush to clean suede?
A: While a soft-bristled toothbrush might be used in a pinch for very minor spot cleaning,
it's not ideal. A dedicated suede brush is designed with specific bristles and textures that
are much more effective and safer for cleaning and restoring suede.



Q: My suede shoes have a shiny or greasy spot. How do I
fix it?
A: For fresh grease or oil stains, immediately cover the spot with cornstarch or talcum
powder. Let it sit for several hours to absorb the grease, then brush it off. Repeat if
necessary. For persistent shiny spots from rubbing, a suede brush can often help to lift the
nap and restore its original texture.
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