
how to cite an assessment tool in apa
How to cite an assessment tool in APA format is a crucial skill for
researchers, educators, and professionals in various fields. Accurate
citation not only gives credit to the original creators of the tool but also
allows readers to locate the tool for their own use. In the realm of social
sciences, psychology, education, and health, assessment tools are frequently
utilized, making it essential to understand how to reference them correctly
according to the guidelines of the American Psychological Association (APA).
This article will provide a comprehensive guide on citing different types of
assessment tools in APA format, including test manuals, software, and online
resources.

Understanding the APA Citation Format

Before delving into specific examples of how to cite assessment tools, it's
important to grasp the fundamentals of APA citation style. The APA format
consists of two main components: in-text citations and the reference list.

In-Text Citations

In-text citations are brief references within the body of your work that
point readers to the full citation in the reference list. In APA style, in-
text citations typically include the author's last name and the year of
publication.

Examples:
- One author: (Smith, 2020)
- Two authors: (Smith & Jones, 2020)
- Three or more authors: (Smith et al., 2020)

Reference List

The reference list is located at the end of your document and includes full
details of all sources cited in the text. Each entry must contain specific
elements formatted in a particular way.

Citing Different Types of Assessment Tools

When citing assessment tools, the format may vary depending on the type of
tool you are referencing. Below are the most common types of assessment tools



and how to cite them in APA format.

Citing Test Manuals

Test manuals provide comprehensive information about the assessment tool,
including its development, validity, reliability, and administration
procedures. To cite a test manual, follow this format:

Format:
Author, A. A. (Year). Title of the test (Version number, if applicable).
Publisher.

Example:
Smith, J. A. (2020). The Comprehensive Assessment of Personality (CAP, 2nd
ed.). Assessment Press.

Citing Software Programs

Assessment tools that are available as software programs should be cited
differently. Here’s how you can format the citation for software:

Format:
Author, A. A. (Year). Title of the software (Version number) [Computer
software]. Publisher.

Example:
Johnson, R. T. (2019). Mindful Assessment Suite (Version 1.3) [Computer
software]. Mindful Assessments Inc.

Citing Online Assessment Tools

With the rise of digital technology, many assessment tools are now available
online. When citing online assessment tools, provide the URL to the tool as
well:

Format:
Author, A. A. (Year). Title of the assessment tool. Website Name. URL

Example:
Williams, L. M. (2021). The Digital Learning Assessment Tool. Educational
Tools Online.
https://www.educationaltoolsonline.com/digital-learning-assessment



Citing Research Articles that Discuss Assessment
Tools

If you are referencing an assessment tool discussed within a research
article, it is essential to cite the article itself. The following format is
used:

Format:
Author, A. A. (Year). Title of the article. Title of the Journal, volume
number(issue number), page range. https://doi.org/xxxx

Example:
Anderson, K. L., & Roberts, T. J. (2022). Evaluating the effectiveness of the
Emotional Intelligence Assessment. Journal of Psychology Research, 15(3),
245-260. https://doi.org/10.1234/jpr.2022.123456

Additional Considerations for Citing Assessment
Tools

When citing assessment tools in APA format, there are additional
considerations to keep in mind to ensure accuracy and adherence to APA
guidelines.

Authors and Editors

In cases where the assessment tool has multiple authors or is edited, it is
essential to identify how to list them correctly. For works with up to 20
authors, list all their names. For works with more than 20 authors, list the
first 19 authors followed by an ellipsis (...) and then the final author's
name.

Edition and Version Numbers

Always include the edition or version number of the assessment tool,
especially if it has undergone significant changes. This detail aids in
identifying the specific version you are referencing.

Publisher Information

Ensure you provide the correct name of the publisher. If the assessment tool
is published by an organization, list the organization as the author.



Maintaining Consistency

To maintain professionalism and credibility in your work, ensure consistency
in your citation style throughout your document. Double-check your references
for accuracy and adherence to APA guidelines.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Citing Assessment
Tools

When citing assessment tools in APA format, several common pitfalls can lead
to errors. Being aware of these can help you avoid mistakes:

Incorrect Author Formatting: Always format author names in the correct
order (Last name, First initial).

Missing Publication Year: Ensure that the year of publication is present
for every citation.

Omitting the DOI or URL: For online resources, always include the direct
link or DOI for easy access.

Inconsistent Formatting: Maintain consistent formatting, including
italics and punctuation, throughout your reference list.

Conclusion

Citing assessment tools in APA format is an essential skill that contributes
to the overall credibility of your work. By following the specific formats
for manuals, software, and online tools, you can ensure that your citations
are accurate and complete. Remember to pay attention to details such as
authorship, publication year, and the inclusion of DOI or URLs for online
resources. By adhering to these guidelines, you contribute to the integrity
of academic and professional writing, enabling your readers to locate and
utilize the assessment tools you reference. Whether you are preparing a
research paper, thesis, or professional report, mastering the art of citation
will serve you well in your academic and professional journey.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the general format for citing an assessment
tool in APA style?
In APA style, you generally cite an assessment tool as you would a book or a
report, including the author(s), year of publication, title of the tool in
italics, publisher, and any relevant version information.

How do I cite an online assessment tool in APA?
For an online assessment tool, include the author(s), year of publication,
title of the tool in italics, the URL where the tool can be accessed, and the
date you accessed it if the content is likely to change over time.

Are there specific guidelines for citing tests and
instruments in APA?
Yes, the APA Publication Manual provides specific guidelines for citing tests
and measures. It is recommended to include the author(s), year, title, and
source information, along with any edition or version details.

What if the assessment tool has no author?
If the assessment tool has no identifiable author, begin the citation with
the title of the tool, followed by the year of publication, then the
publisher information.

How do I format the title of an assessment tool in
an APA citation?
In an APA citation, the title of the assessment tool should be italicized and
in sentence case, meaning only the first word and any proper nouns are
capitalized.

Can I cite a manual for an assessment tool in APA?
Yes, you can cite a manual for an assessment tool in APA format. Include the
author(s) of the manual, year of publication, title in italics, and
publication information.

What is the difference between citing a published
assessment tool and an unpublished one in APA?
When citing a published assessment tool, include the publisher's information.
For unpublished tools, provide as much detail as possible, including the
author, title, and a description of the tool, but omit the publisher.



Is there a specific format for citing a
psychological assessment tool in APA?
Yes, when citing a psychological assessment tool, follow the general APA
citation format but include additional details like the specific version of
the tool if applicable, and mention any relevant publisher or distributing
organization.
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