
how to check mileage history on a car
How to check mileage history on a car is an essential task for anyone considering purchasing a used
vehicle or wanting to ensure the vehicle they own has not been tampered with. The mileage of a car
can provide critical insights into its overall condition, potential future repairs, and the value of the
vehicle. Knowing how to verify this information can save you from costly mistakes, and can also help
you negotiate a better price when buying a used car. This article will guide you through the steps to
check the mileage history of a car, different methods available, and other important factors to
consider.

Understanding Mileage History

Mileage history refers to a documented record of the distance a vehicle has traveled over its
lifetime. This information is crucial as it helps buyers assess the wear and tear of a vehicle. A lower
mileage often suggests less wear, while an unusually low mileage on an older car may indicate
potential odometer tampering.

Why is Mileage History Important?

1. Value Assessment: The mileage of a car significantly affects its market value. Higher mileage
usually correlates with lower prices.

2. Maintenance and Repairs: Cars with higher mileage may have a greater likelihood of requiring
repairs. Understanding the mileage can help you anticipate maintenance issues.

3. Odometer Fraud Prevention: Odometer tampering is a common practice in the used car market,
and checking mileage history can help you avoid falling victim to this fraud.

4. Insurance and Resale Value: Accurate mileage can affect insurance rates and the vehicle's resale
value, making it vital for future financial planning.

Steps to Check Mileage History

Checking the mileage history of a car can be accomplished through several methods. Each method
varies in accessibility, cost, and reliability.

1. Vehicle History Report Services

One of the most comprehensive ways to check a vehicle's mileage history is through vehicle history
report services. These services compile data from various sources to provide a complete history of
the car.



- Popular Services:
- Carfax: One of the most recognized vehicle history report services, Carfax provides detailed reports
that include mileage records.
- AutoCheck: Similar to Carfax, AutoCheck offers reports that are often favored by dealerships and
auctions.

- How to Obtain a Report:
1. Visit the website of the service you choose (Carfax, AutoCheck, etc.).
2. Enter the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) into the search bar.
3. Purchase the report if necessary (some services offer free basic reports).
4. Review the mileage history and other important information included in the report.

2. Check the Odometer Reading

When inspecting a used car, checking the physical odometer is one of the first steps you should take.

- What to Look For:
- Ensure that the odometer reading is consistent with the overall condition of the vehicle.
- Look for any signs of tampering, such as misaligned numbers or scratches around the odometer.

- Cross-Verification:
- Compare the odometer reading to the mileage reported in vehicle history reports.
- If you have access to previous service records, check those for mileage entries.

3. Maintenance Records and Service History

Many vehicles come with a maintenance booklet or service history records that can provide valuable
insights into the car's mileage over time.

- Where to Find Records:
- Ask the seller for any maintenance records they have.
- Check with authorized dealers or service centers for records if the car was serviced there.

- What to Look For:
- Mileage entries at each service interval.
- Consistent documentation over the years that matches the odometer reading.

4. State DMV or Licensing Authority

In many regions, the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) or equivalent authority maintains records
of vehicle mileage.

- How to Access:
1. Visit the DMV website for your state or local government.
2. Search for vehicle history or title information services.



3. You may need to provide the VIN and sometimes pay a small fee.

- What You Can Obtain:
- Official mileage records associated with past registrations.
- Information on any reported odometer discrepancies.

Red Flags to Watch Out For

When checking a car's mileage history, be aware of potential red flags that may indicate problems
with the vehicle.

1. Inconsistent Mileage Records

If you notice discrepancies between the odometer reading and the mileage recorded in vehicle
history reports or service records, it may indicate odometer fraud.

2. Lack of Maintenance Records

A car with no maintenance history or records can be a warning sign. Regular maintenance should
coincide with mileage milestones.

3. Signs of Wear and Tear

If the odometer shows low mileage, but the car has excessive wear and tear (such as worn seats,
steering wheel, and pedals), this may indicate that the odometer has been rolled back.

4. Multiple Ownership Changes

Frequent changes in ownership can be a red flag. It’s essential to find out why previous owners sold
the vehicle.

Using Technology for Mileage Verification

In today's digital age, technology can further assist in verifying a car's mileage history.

1. Mobile Applications



Several mobile applications allow users to check vehicle history and verify mileage using the VIN.
These apps can be a convenient option for on-the-go checks.

2. Online VIN Check Tools

Websites such as the National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) offer free VIN checks that can
provide basic information about the vehicle's history, including theft records and odometer readings.

Conclusion

Knowing how to check mileage history on a car is a crucial skill for any car buyer or owner. By
utilizing vehicle history report services, inspecting the odometer, reviewing maintenance records,
and consulting state DMV records, you can gain a comprehensive understanding of a vehicle's
mileage. Always be vigilant for red flags that might indicate issues with the vehicle's history.
Informed decisions based on accurate mileage history can save you from financial pitfalls and ensure
you invest wisely in your vehicle. Remember, a thorough check today can lead to a more reliable and
enjoyable driving experience tomorrow.

Frequently Asked Questions

How can I check the mileage history of a used car before
purchasing?
You can check the mileage history of a used car by obtaining a vehicle history report from services
like Carfax or AutoCheck, which will provide information on past mileage readings.

What documents do I need to check a car's mileage history?
You typically need the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) and the car's title or registration to
access its mileage history through vehicle history report services.

Are there free ways to check a car's mileage history?
Yes, you can check for free through services like the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) website, which offers some information based on the VIN.

What is the significance of checking a car's mileage history?
Checking a car's mileage history is crucial for identifying potential odometer fraud and assessing the
vehicle's overall condition and maintenance history.



Can I check a car's mileage history using its license plate
number?
Generally, mileage history is not accessible by license plate number alone; you usually need the VIN
for accurate reporting.

What if the mileage history report shows discrepancies?
If there are discrepancies in the mileage history report, it may indicate odometer tampering or other
issues. It's advisable to investigate further and possibly reconsider the purchase.

How often should I check the mileage history of a vehicle?
It's recommended to check the mileage history whenever you're considering purchasing a used
vehicle to ensure transparency and avoid issues down the road.

Can I verify a car's mileage history at a dealership?
Yes, many reputable dealerships provide vehicle history reports that include mileage history, but it's
good practice to verify independently.

Is it necessary to check mileage history for classic cars?
Yes, checking mileage history for classic cars is important as it helps establish authenticity and the
vehicle's true condition over time.

How can I find out if a car's odometer has been rolled back?
By checking the mileage history report for inconsistencies, such as sudden drops in mileage or
missing records, you can determine if the odometer may have been rolled back.
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