how to be a drag king

how to be a drag king is an exciting journey into the world of performance
art where individuals can express their creativity through gender
presentation. Drag kings are performers, usually female or non-binary, who
impersonate masculinity in various forms, using a combination of makeup,
costumes, and performance skills. This article will provide a comprehensive
guide on how to be a drag king, covering essential aspects such as
performance techniques, costume creation, makeup tips, and building a stage
persona. By the end of this guide, you will have a solid understanding of
what it takes to embrace the art of drag kinging and make your mark on the
stage.
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Understanding Drag Kings

To embark on the journey of how to be a drag king, it is essential to first
grasp the concept of drag and the specific role of drag kings within the
performance art community. Drag kings are performers who embody masculinity
through exaggerated portrayal, often incorporating humor, charm, and social
commentary into their acts. This art form allows individuals to explore
gender expression and challenge traditional norms.

The History of Drag Kings

Drag kings have a rich history that dates back to the late 19th and early
20th centuries, with performances in vaudeville and burlesque. This art form
has evolved significantly, gaining popularity during the LGBTQ+ rights
movements. Understanding this history is crucial for anyone interested in
becoming a drag king, as it provides context and appreciation for the art
form.



The Role of Gender Expression

Gender expression in drag king performances often involves a playful and
theatrical approach to masculinity. This includes adopting specific
mannerisms, speech patterns, and attire traditionally associated with men. By
embracing these characteristics, drag kings can create unique and memorable
performances that resonate with audiences on multiple levels.

Performance Techniques

Performance is at the heart of being a drag king. Mastering various
techniques can enhance your stage presence and leave a lasting impression on
your audience. Below are key techniques to consider.

Movement and Body Language

Understanding how to move and use body language effectively is vital for any
drag king. Men and women often have different ways of carrying themselves,
and adopting male body language can amplify the drag persona. Consider the
following:

e Practice walking with confidence, taking up space.
e Use gestures that are broader and more exaggerated.

e Work on facial expressions that convey masculinity.

Vocal Techniques

Your voice is a powerful tool in drag performance. Altering your vocal pitch,
tone, and delivery can enhance your character. Here are some vocal tips:

e Experiment with lowering your voice for a deeper tone.

e Practice different speech patterns, such as using slang or adopting a
specific accent.

e Incorporate humor and charisma into your delivery.

Costume Creation

Creating the perfect costume is crucial in drag performance, as it helps to



solidify your drag king persona. Costumes can range from realistic
representations to humorous exaggerations of masculinity.

Choosing the Right Attire

Your choice of clothing can greatly affect your performance. Consider the
following styles:

e Formal wear: Suits, ties, and dress shoes can convey sophistication.

e Casual wear: Jeans, flannel shirts, and sneakers can create a relaxed
vibe.

e Character costumes: Embrace pop culture references or historical figures
for a thematic performance.

Accessorizing Your Look

Accessories can elevate your drag king persona. Items such as hats, fake
mustaches, and jewelry can add depth to your character. Consider these
accessories:

e Hats: Fedoras, caps, or beanies can enhance your look.
e Facial hair: Use makeup or props to create beards or mustaches.

e Props: Incorporate items like microphones or sports equipment to engage
the audience.

Makeup Tips

Makeup is a crucial aspect of drag performance, as it helps transform your
facial features and supports your drag king character. Mastering makeup
techniques will enhance your overall presentation.

Facial Contouring

Contouring can help create a more masculine appearance by emphasizing the
jawline and cheekbones. Consider these tips:

e Use a darker foundation or contour product to shape the jawline.



e Highlight the center of your forehead and the bridge of your nose.

e Softly define your brows to create a more masculine look.

Eye Makeup

Eye makeup can significantly alter your appearance. Focus on creating a bold
look that complements your character:

e Dark eyeliner can enhance the eyes and provide a striking effect.
e Consider using eyeshadow to create depth and dimension.

e Experiment with false eyelashes to make your eyes pop.

Building Your Stage Persona

Developing a compelling stage persona is essential for a successful drag king
performance. This persona defines how you interact with the audience and
convey your character's story.

Creating a Backstory

A strong backstory can enrich your performance and provide context for your
character. Consider the following elements:

e What drives your character? Explore their motivations.
e What are their quirks and unique traits?

e Develop a narrative that can be incorporated into your performances.

Connecting with the Audience

Engaging with the audience is key to a memorable performance. Utilize these
strategies:

e Make eye contact to establish a connection.

e Incorporate crowd interaction, such as inviting audience members to
participate.



e Use humor and charm to build rapport.

Finding Your Community

Becoming a drag king is not just about performance; it is about community.
Finding a supportive network can help you grow and thrive in this art form.

Joining Local Drag Groups

Many cities have local drag collectives or groups that welcome new
performers. Joining these groups can provide valuable resources, support, and
opportunities to perform. Look for:

e Drag workshops that teach performance skills.
e Open mic nights where you can showcase your talents.

e Networking events to meet other drag performers.

Participating in Online Communities
Online platforms offer a wealth of information and support for aspiring drag

kings. Engage in discussions, share experiences, and seek advice through:

e Social media groups dedicated to drag performance.
e Forums where performers discuss techniques and experiences.

e Video tutorials that demonstrate makeup and performance skills.

Conclusion

Learning how to be a drag king is a multifaceted endeavor that involves
understanding performance art, costume design, makeup application, and
community engagement. With dedication and creativity, you can develop your
unique drag persona and captivate audiences with your performances. Embrace
the journey, connect with others in the drag community, and let your
creativity shine on stage.



Q: What is a drag king?

A: A drag king is a performer, typically female or non-binary, who
impersonates masculinity through exaggerated performance, costumes, and
makeup. They often use humor and charisma to engage audiences and challenge
gender norms.

Q: How can I start performing as a drag king?

A: To start performing as a drag king, you should explore your personal style
and character, practice performance techniques such as movement and vocal
delivery, and create costumes and makeup that enhance your drag persona.
Joining local drag communities can also provide support and opportunities.

Q: Do I need to be a professional singer to be a
drag king?

A: No, you do not need to be a professional singer to be a drag king. While
singing can be a part of your performance, many drag kings incorporate
various forms of entertainment, including comedy, dance, and lip-syncing, to
engage their audiences.

Q: What types of costumes work best for drag kings?

A: The best costumes for drag kings vary depending on the character you wish
to portray. Common options include suits, casual wear, or themed costumes.
Accessories like hats and fake facial hair can also enhance your look.

Q: How can I improve my stage presence?

A: To improve your stage presence, practice your movements and vocal
techniques in front of a mirror or during rehearsals. Engaging with your
audience through eye contact and humor can also help you connect and build a
dynamic performance.

Q: Is it necessary to have professional training to
be a drag king?

A: While professional training can be beneficial, it is not necessary to be a
successful drag king. Many drag performers learn through practice, workshops,
and feedback from peers. The most important thing is to have confidence and a
desire to perform.



Q: Can I perform without a specific gender identity?

A: Yes, you can perform as a drag king regardless of your gender identity.
Drag is about the exploration of gender expression and can be a space for
individuals to experiment with their identity in creative ways.

Q: How can I find local drag shows to attend?

A: To find local drag shows, check community event listings, social media
pages of local LGBTQ+ venues, and websites dedicated to drag performance.
Many cities also have event calendars that feature upcoming performances.

Q: What should I consider when creating a drag
persona?

A: When creating a drag persona, consider your character's backstory, traits,
and style. Think about how you want to engage with your audience and what
themes you want to explore in your performances.

Q: How important is community support in the drag
scene?

A: Community support is crucial in the drag scene. Connecting with other
performers can provide encouragement, feedback, and opportunities to
collaborate. Being part of a community can also enhance your growth and
experience as a drag performer.
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