
how to be a clown
how to be a clown is an intriguing journey into the world of comedy, performance, and playful
artistry. Whether you are aspiring to entertain children at birthday parties, perform in circuses, or
engage in street performances, understanding the essential skills and characteristics of a clown is
vital. This article will explore various aspects of clowning, including the history of clowns, essential
skills, costume design, performance techniques, and how to market yourself as a clown. Each section
is designed to provide you with comprehensive knowledge and actionable steps to help you succeed
in this vibrant and entertaining profession.
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The History of Clowning
Clowning has a rich and diverse history that spans centuries and cultures. The origins of clowning
can be traced back to ancient civilizations, where jesters and comedic performers entertained
royalty and common folk alike. Over time, the clown evolved into various forms, including the
Harlequin of Italian commedia dell'arte and the white-faced clown of the circus.

Early Beginnings
In ancient Rome, performers known as "mimes" used physical comedy to entertain audiences.
Similarly, in medieval Europe, court jesters played a crucial role, using humor to convey social
commentary while maintaining the king’s favor. These early forms of clowning laid the groundwork
for the modern clown we recognize today.

The Evolution of the Modern Clown
The modern clown emerged in the 18th century with the advent of the circus. Characters such as the
Auguste clown, characterized by their exaggerated makeup and silly antics, and the whiteface
clown, who often plays a more serious role, became staples in circuses around the world. This
evolution established clowning as a formalized art form, with distinct styles and techniques.



Essential Skills for Clowns
To be a successful clown, one must develop a variety of skills that enhance their performance and
engage their audience. These skills include physical comedy, improvisation, and an understanding of
timing and audience interaction.

Physical Comedy
Physical comedy is at the heart of clowning. This involves exaggerated movements, slapstick humor,
and the ability to convey emotions through body language. Clowns often use props, such as
oversized shoes or comedic instruments, to enhance their physical routines.

Improvisation
Improvisational skills are crucial for clowns, as they often perform in unpredictable environments.
Being able to think quickly and adapt to audience reactions is essential. Clowns should practice
improvisation regularly, perhaps through workshops or improvisational theatre classes, to sharpen
this skill.

Timing and Audience Interaction
Effective timing is vital in clowning. Knowing when to deliver a punchline or execute a physical gag
can make or break a performance. Additionally, audience interaction is key; clowns should engage
with their spectators, inviting them into the act to create a more memorable experience.

Costume and Makeup Design
The visual aspect of clowning is as important as the performance itself. A clown's costume and
makeup play a significant role in establishing their character and engaging their audience.

Choosing the Right Costume
When selecting a clown costume, it is essential to consider the character you want to portray.
Costumes can range from colorful and whimsical to more somber and traditional. Key elements to
include are:

Bright colors to attract attention

Oversized clothing for comedic effect

Unique accessories, such as hats or wigs

Comfortable materials for ease of movement

Props that complement the character



Makeup Techniques
Clown makeup is an art form in itself. A clown's face often serves as a canvas for exaggeration and
expression. Key components of clown makeup include:

Base layer: A white or light-colored foundation to create a blank slate

Facial features: Bright colors for exaggerated eyes, noses, and mouths

Details: Adding patterns or designs that reflect the clown’s personality

Setting: Use of setting powder to ensure makeup stays in place during performances

Performance Techniques
Once you have your skills and appearance in place, the next step is perfecting performance
techniques. This involves understanding how to connect with your audience and deliver your
material effectively.

Creating a Character
Every successful clown has a well-defined character. This character should have a backstory,
personality traits, and a unique style. Consider what makes your character different and how they
would react to various situations.

Developing Routines
Routines are a fundamental part of clown performances. These can include physical gags, magic
tricks, or comedic skits. It is essential to practice these routines until they are polished and
engaging.

Engaging with the Audience
Interaction is key in a clown's performance. Clowns should make eye contact, use humor to connect
with the audience, and be responsive to their reactions. This engagement can turn a simple act into
a memorable experience for spectators.

Marketing Yourself as a Clown
To thrive in the clowning profession, effective marketing is essential. This involves building a brand,
networking, and promoting your services.



Building Your Brand
Your brand as a clown includes your character, costume, and performance style. It is essential to
create a cohesive image that reflects your unique personality. Consider designing business cards
and a website that showcase your skills and provide contact information.

Networking within the Community
Networking is vital in the entertainment industry. Attend clown conventions, join local performance
groups, and connect with other entertainers. This can lead to collaboration opportunities and help
you gain visibility.

Promoting Your Services
Utilize social media platforms to share videos of your performances and engage with potential
clients. Additionally, consider online advertising and local community events to promote your clown
services.

Conclusion
The journey of learning how to be a clown is filled with creativity, joy, and the potential to bring
laughter to others. By understanding the history of clowning, developing essential skills, designing
an engaging costume and makeup, perfecting performance techniques, and effectively marketing
yourself, you can thrive in this vibrant profession. Clowning is not just about making people laugh;
it's about creating memorable experiences that leave a lasting impression. Embrace the art of
clowning, and you will find that the world is your stage.

Q: What are the different types of clowns?
A: There are several distinct types of clowns, including the whiteface clown, the Auguste clown, and
the character clown. Each type has unique characteristics, styles, and performance techniques that
differentiate them within the clowning community.

Q: Do I need formal training to be a clown?
A: While formal training is not strictly necessary, attending clown schools or workshops can provide
valuable skills and techniques that enhance your performance. Learning from experienced clowns
can also help you gain insights into the industry.

Q: How can I find gigs as a clown?
A: Networking in the entertainment industry, joining local performance groups, and actively
promoting your services through social media and community events can help you find gigs as a
clown. Building a strong brand and reputation is key.



Q: What age is appropriate to start clowning?
A: Clowning can be pursued at any age, but younger individuals should focus on learning basic skills
and performing for friends and family before taking on professional gigs. There are also youth
programs and workshops available.

Q: How do I handle difficult audience members during a
performance?
A: Handling difficult audience members requires patience and quick thinking. Engage them with
humor, redirect their attention, or involve them in a way that diffuses tension. Maintaining a positive
attitude is essential.

Q: What props are commonly used by clowns?
A: Common props include oversized shoes, colorful hats, balloons, juggling balls, and comedic
instruments like rubber chickens or kazoos. Props should enhance the clown’s character and
routine.

Q: Is clowning a sustainable career?
A: Clowning can be a sustainable career if you are dedicated to honing your craft, marketing
yourself effectively, and diversifying your services. Many clowns find success by performing at
various events and building a loyal client base.

Q: What challenges do clowns face in the industry?
A: Clowns may face challenges such as competition, changing audience preferences, and the need to
continually develop new material. Staying current with trends and continuously improving skills can
help overcome these hurdles.

Q: Can I create my own clown character?
A: Absolutely! Creating your own clown character allows you to express your creativity and
personality. Consider your interests, strengths, and what message you want to convey through your
character.

Q: What is the role of a clown in modern entertainment?
A: In modern entertainment, clowns serve as a bridge between comedy and performance art. They
bring joy, laughter, and playfulness to audiences of all ages, often tackling social issues through
humor and creativity.
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