how old is kevin kline

How old is Kevin Kline? This question has sparked curiosity among fans and film
enthusiasts alike, as the celebrated actor continues to leave his mark on stage and screen.
Born on October 24, 1947, Kevin Kline has made a significant impact in Hollywood and
beyond over the decades. This article will explore his life, career, and the legacy he
continues to build, while also addressing the question of his age in the context of his
contributions to the arts.

Early Life and Education

Kevin Kline was born in St. Louis, Missouri, to a family that fostered his love for the arts.
His father, a businessman, and his mother, a homemaker, encouraged their children to
explore various creative outlets. Kline’s early exposure to music and theater would lay the
groundwork for his future career.

Childhood Influences

- Family Background: Kline grew up in a supportive environment that allowed him to
explore his interests. His mother’s passion for music and his father’s appreciation for the
arts influenced his early development.

- Education: Kline attended the prestigious St. Louis Country Day School, where he honed
his skills in acting and developed a love for performance. Later, he pursued a degree at
Indiana University, where he studied acting and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in
1970.

Training at Juilliard

Kline’s commitment to his craft led him to the Juilliard School in New York City, one of the
most prestigious performing arts schools. There, he was part of a notable group that
included actors like Robin Williams and Christopher Reeve. His training at Juilliard
provided him with a solid foundation in classical acting, which would serve him well in
both theater and film.

Rise to Fame

Kline’s career began on stage, where he quickly gained recognition for his talent. His
Broadway debut came in 1978 with the play "The Pirates of Penzance," for which he
received critical acclaim.



Notable Theater Performances

- "The Pirates of Penzance": Kline's portrayal of the character Frederic showcased his
vocal abilities and comedic timing, earning him a Tony Award for Best Featured Actor in a
Musical.

- "On the Twentieth Century": Another significant Broadway role that further established
his reputation in theater.

- "King Lear": Kline's performance in this Shakespearean classic demonstrated his range
and depth as an actor.

Transition to Film and Breakthrough Roles

In the 1980s, Kline transitioned to film, where he quickly became a sought-after actor. His
breakout performance came in "Sophie's Choice" (1982), alongside Meryl Streep. This film
showcased his dramatic range and earned him widespread recognition.

Some of his other notable films include:

1. "A Fish Called Wanda" (1988): Kline received an Academy Award for Best Supporting
Actor for his role as Otto.

2. "In & Out" (1997): This comedy allowed Kline to display his comedic talent, earning him
a nomination for a Golden Globe.

3. "The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (1996): Kline lent his voice to the character Phoebus,
showcasing his versatility.

A Multifaceted Career

Kevin Kline’s career is marked not only by his acting prowess but also by his ability to
navigate various genres, from drama to comedy. His versatility has played a significant
role in his longevity in the industry.

Comedy and Drama

Kline has a unique ability to traverse between comedy and drama seamlessly. His comedic
roles often highlight his impeccable timing and wit, while his dramatic performances
reveal a profound depth of emotion.

- Comedic Roles: Films like "A Fish Called Wanda," "The Pink Panther," and "Wild Wild
West" demonstrate his talent for humor and satire.

- Dramatic Roles: In "Life as a House" and "The Last Station," Kline tackles more serious
themes, showcasing his ability to convey complex emotions and gravitas.



Voice Acting and Animation

In addition to his work in live-action films, Kline has also lent his voice to animated
projects. His performance in Disney's "The Hunchback of Notre Dame" is particularly
notable, where he not only acted but also sang, showcasing his musical talents.

A Personal Life in the Spotlight

While Kline is known for his professional achievements, his personal life has also attracted
attention. He has been married to actress Phoebe Cates since 1989, and the couple has
two children.

Family and Relationships

- Marriage to Phoebe Cates: The couple's relationship has often been described as a
partnership based on mutual respect and love. Cates, known for her roles in "Fast Times
at Ridgemont High" and the "Gremlins" series, has also stepped away from the limelight to
focus on family.

- Children: Kline and Cates have two children, Owen and Greta, who have largely stayed
out of the public eye, reflecting their parents' desire for a private family life.

Philanthropy and Advocacy

Kline is also known for his philanthropic efforts and advocacy for the arts. He has been
involved in various charitable organizations and has supported initiatives that promote
arts education and accessibility.

Reflections on Aging and Career Longevity

As how old is Kevin Kline becomes a topic of conversation, it’s important to reflect on the
significance of aging in the entertainment industry. At 75 years old, Kline continues to
work actively, demonstrating that age does not diminish talent or creativity.

The Impact of Aging on an Actor’s Career

- Wisdom and Experience: With age comes a wealth of experience that can enhance an
actor’s performance. Kline’s maturity allows him to tackle more complex roles and bring a
depth that younger actors may lack.

- Continued Relevance: Kline remains relevant in Hollywood, often being cast in roles that
reflect his age while still allowing him to showcase his talents. His ability to adapt to



changing trends in the industry speaks volumes about his dedication.

Future Projects

As Kline continues to age gracefully, fans are eager to see what projects he will take on
next. His recent roles in films and television series have kept audiences captivated, and he
shows no signs of slowing down.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Kevin Kline is not just a celebrated actor; he is a testament to the idea that
age is merely a number. As of October 2023, he is 75 years old, yet his passion for acting
remains as vibrant as ever. With a career spanning over four decades, Kline has left an
indelible mark on both theater and film. His ability to navigate various genres, coupled
with his commitment to his craft, ensures that he will continue to be a beloved figure in
the entertainment industry for years to come. As fans and admirers, we look forward to
witnessing the next chapter in the life of this remarkable actor.

Frequently Asked Questions

How old is Kevin Kline as of 2023?

Kevin Kline was born on October 24, 1947, which makes him 75 years old as of 2023.

What is Kevin Kline's birth date?

Kevin Kline was born on October 24, 1947.

Has Kevin Kline celebrated his 75th birthday?

Yes, Kevin Kline celebrated his 75th birthday on October 24, 2022.

What year did Kevin Kline turn 70?
Kevin Kline turned 70 years old on October 24, 2017.

Is Kevin Kline older than 75?

No, Kevin Kline is currently 75 years old.

What notable roles has Kevin Kline played during his



career?

Kevin Kline has played many notable roles, including in films like 'A Fish Called Wanda',
‘The Big Chill', and 'In & Out'.
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