how old is armenian language

How old is the Armenian language? The Armenian language is one of the oldest
languages in the world, with a rich history that dates back over 2,500 years.
As the official language of Armenia, it has evolved through various
historical phases, reflecting the cultural and social changes that have
influenced the Armenian people throughout the centuries. This article delves
into the age of the Armenian language, its historical development, dialects,
and its significance in the modern world.

Historical Origins

The roots of the Armenian language can be traced back to the Indo-European
language family. Linguists generally classify Armenian as a separate branch
of this family, closely related to languages such as Greek and Albanian. The
emergence of the Armenian language is often placed around the 5th century
BCE, although some elements of the language may have existed even earlier.

Proto-Indo-European Roots

1. Indo-European Family: Armenian is categorized under the Indo-European
languages, which include numerous languages spoken across Europe and parts of
Asia.

2. Common Ancestry: The Armenian language shares a common ancestry with other
Indo-European languages, which suggests that it evolved from the same
linguistic roots as those languages.

3. Linguistic Features: Despite its connections to other Indo-European
languages, Armenian has developed unique phonological and grammatical
features, setting it apart from its relatives.

0ld Armenian (Grabar)

The earliest written records of Armenian date back to the 5th century CE,
during the time of the creation of the Armenian alphabet by Saint Mesrop
Mashtots. 0ld Armenian, also known as Grabar, became the literary language of
Armenia and was used in religious texts, literature, and scholarly works.

1. Creation of the Alphabet: In 405 CE, Mesrop Mashtots invented the Armenian
script, which consisted of 36 letters. This was a pivotal moment in the
history of the Armenian language, allowing for the documentation of the
language in a written form.

2. Cultural Flourishing: The establishment of Old Armenian was essential for
the cultural and intellectual development of the Armenian people. It enabled
the translation of religious texts from Greek and Syriac, contributing to the



spread of Christianity in Armenia.

Historical Texts and Literature

The oldest surviving texts in Armenian date back to the 5th century and
include:

- The History of Armenia: Written by the historian Agathangelos, this text
provides insights into the early history and culture of Armenia.

- The Bible: The Armenian translation of the Bible, completed in the early
5th century, is one of the most significant works in Old Armenian literature.

These texts not only highlight the linguistic features of 0ld Armenian but
also illustrate the rich cultural heritage of the Armenian people.

Evolution of the Language

As centuries passed, the Armenian language underwent significant changes,
leading to the development of Middle Armenian and, eventually, Modern
Armenian.

Middle Armenian

Middle Armenian emerged during the medieval period and was characterized by a
number of phonetic and grammatical changes. This phase lasted from roughly
the 11th to the 17th century.

1. Influences: The language absorbed many words from neighboring languages,
including Persian, Turkish, and Arabic, due to historical interactions and
invasions.

2. Literary Expansion: The period saw the rise of notable literary figures
who contributed to the body of Armenian literature. Writers such as Anania
Shiraz, and later, the poet Hovhannes Shiraz, enriched the language and its
literary tradition.

Modern Armenian

Modern Armenian is generally divided into two standardized forms: Eastern
Armenian and Western Armenian, which emerged as a result of historical,
political, and social developments.

1. Eastern Armenian: Primarily spoken in Armenia and parts of Iran, this
dialect has retained much of the original vocabulary and grammatical



structure from O0ld Armenian while integrating modern influences.

2. Western Armenian: This dialect developed among the Armenian diaspora,
particularly in countries such as Turkey, Lebanon, and the United States. It
has been influenced by the languages of the host countries, leading to a
divergence from Eastern Armenian.

Current Status of the Armenian Language

Today, the Armenian language is spoken by approximately 6 million people
worldwide, with a significant diaspora spread across various countries.

Language Preservation and Education

Efforts to preserve the Armenian language are ongoing, especially in the
context of globalization and the influence of dominant languages such as
English and Turkish. Key initiatives include:

- Language Education: Armenian schools and cultural organizations focus on
teaching the language to younger generations, both in Armenia and in the
diaspora.

- Cultural Institutions: Organizations such as the Armenian National Academy
of Sciences promote research and the development of the language through
various academic programs.

Challenges Facing the Language

Despite these efforts, the Armenian language faces several challenges:

1. Globalization: The widespread use of English and other global languages
can potentially undermine the use of Armenian, especially among younger
generations.

2. Diaspora Variations: The existence of two primary dialects can create
divisions within the community, complicating communication and cultural
cohesion.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Armenian language is a testament to the resilience and
cultural heritage of the Armenian people. With an age that can be traced back
over 2,500 years, its evolution from Old Armenian to Modern Armenian reflects
the historical journeys and experiences of a nation. The ongoing efforts to
preserve and promote the language are crucial for maintaining Armenian
identity and culture in an increasingly interconnected world. As the Armenian



language continues to thrive, it serves as a bridge between the past and the
future, connecting generations through a shared linguistic heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

How old is the Armenian language?

The Armenian language is over 1,600 years old, with its earliest written
records dating back to the 5th century AD.

What is the historical significance of the Armenian
language?

The Armenian language is significant as it is one of the oldest languages in
the world and has played a crucial role in the preservation of Armenian
culture and identity.

When was the Armenian alphabet created?

The Armenian alphabet was created in 405 AD by Mesrop Mashtots, marking a
significant milestone in the development of the language.

What family of languages does Armenian belong to?

Armenian is an independent branch of the Indo-European language family,
distinct from other languages in that group.

Are there different dialects of the Armenian
language?

Yes, there are several dialects of Armenian, the two primary ones being
Eastern Armenian and Western Armenian.

How has the Armenian language evolved over time?

The Armenian language has evolved through various historical influences,
including contact with neighboring languages, but it has maintained its
unique characteristics.

What script is used for the Armenian language?

The Armenian language uses its own unique script, which was developed in the
early 5th century and consists of 38 letters.



Is Armenian still widely spoken today?

Yes, Armenian is still widely spoken today, primarily in Armenia and among
the Armenian diaspora worldwide.

What role does the Armenian language play in modern
Armenian society?

The Armenian language plays a vital role in education, literature, and
national identity, serving as a key component of cultural expression in
modern Armenian society.
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