
how much is cism exam
How much is the CISM exam? The Certified Information Security Manager (CISM) exam is a crucial
step for professionals aiming to validate their expertise in information security management. As the
demand for qualified cybersecurity experts continues to grow, many individuals are considering
obtaining the CISM certification to enhance their career prospects. However, understanding the costs
associated with the CISM exam is essential for prospective candidates. This article will break down the
various expenses related to the CISM exam, including registration fees, study materials, and
additional costs.

Overview of the CISM Certification

Before delving into the costs, it's essential to understand what the CISM certification entails.
Developed by ISACA (Information Systems Audit and Control Association), CISM is recognized globally
as a premier certification for information security management.

Target Audience: The CISM certification is aimed at individuals who manage, design, oversee,
and assess an enterprise’s information security program.

Domains of Knowledge: The exam covers four primary domains: Information Security
Governance, Information Risk Management, Information Security Program Development and
Management, and Information Security Incident Management.

Exam Format: The CISM exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions that need to be
completed in a 4-hour timeframe.

Cost Breakdown of the CISM Exam

The total cost of taking the CISM exam can vary based on several factors. Below is a comprehensive
breakdown of the various expenses involved.

1. Registration Fees

The primary cost associated with the CISM exam is the registration fee. As of October 2023, the fees
are structured as follows:

ISACA Members: $575

Non-Members: $760



Becoming a member of ISACA can significantly reduce your exam costs and provide additional
benefits, such as access to resources, networking opportunities, and discounts on professional
development.

2. Study Materials

Investing in quality study materials is crucial for passing the CISM exam. Candidates can choose from
a variety of resources, including:

Official ISACA Study Guides: Approximately $100 to $150.

Online Courses: Range from $200 to $1,500 depending on the provider and course length.

Practice Exams: Typically, these can cost between $50 and $200.

Books and E-books: Prices vary, but you can expect to pay around $50 to $100.

While some candidates may opt for free resources, investing in comprehensive study materials is
usually recommended to ensure a thorough understanding of the exam content.

3. Exam Retake Fees

In the event that a candidate does not pass the CISM exam on their first attempt, they will need to
pay a retake fee. The retake fees are generally the same as the initial registration fees:

ISACA Members: $575

Non-Members: $760

To avoid these additional costs, it is advisable to prepare adequately before attempting the exam.

4. Additional Costs

There are several other costs that candidates may incur while preparing for and taking the CISM
exam:

Membership Fees: If you choose to become an ISACA member, the annual membership fee is
approximately $135.



Travel Expenses: If you need to travel to a testing center, consider costs related to
transportation, accommodation, and meals.

Technology Costs: If you are taking the exam online, ensure that your computer and internet
connection meet the necessary requirements.

Long-Term Value of the CISM Certification

While the costs of the CISM exam may seem substantial, it is essential to consider the long-term value
of obtaining the certification. Here are several benefits that can justify the investment:

1. Career Advancement

The CISM certification is highly regarded in the information security field. Holding this certification can
open doors to advanced roles such as Chief Information Security Officer (CISO), Information Security
Manager, or Risk Manager, which typically come with higher salaries.

2. Increased Earning Potential

According to recent surveys, professionals with a CISM certification can earn significantly more than
their non-certified counterparts. The investment in the certification can yield a favorable return over
time.

3. Networking Opportunities

As a CISM-certified professional, you gain access to a vast network of other certified individuals, which
can lead to valuable connections and opportunities for collaboration.

Conclusion

Understanding how much is the CISM exam is vital for anyone contemplating this certification. The
costs associated with the exam, including registration fees, study materials, and potential retake fees,
can add up. However, the long-term benefits and opportunities that come with being CISM certified
often outweigh the initial investment.

By preparing adequately and leveraging available resources, candidates can enhance their chances of
passing the exam on their first attempt, thus maximizing the value of their investment. As the field of
information security continues to evolve, obtaining a CISM certification can be a significant step
toward a successful and lucrative career in this critical domain.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the cost of the CISM exam?
The cost of the CISM exam is typically around $575 for ISACA members and $760 for non-members.

Are there any additional fees associated with the CISM
certification?
Yes, additional fees may apply for study materials, exam rescheduling, or late registration.

Can I get a discount on the CISM exam fees?
ISACA members receive a discounted rate, and there may also be discounts for early registration or
bulk purchases.

How often can I take the CISM exam?
You can take the CISM exam during scheduled testing windows throughout the year, with no limit on
the number of attempts.

What is included in the CISM exam fee?
The exam fee typically includes the cost of the exam, a score report, and access to some resources,
but not study materials.

Is there a refund policy for the CISM exam fee?
ISACA has a refund policy that allows candidates to request a refund within a certain period before
the exam date, but fees may be non-refundable after that.

How do I pay for the CISM exam?
You can pay for the CISM exam online through the ISACA website using a credit card or other
accepted payment methods.
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