
how much is a packet of cigarettes in
australia
How much is a packet of cigarettes in Australia? This question has become increasingly pertinent as
smoking regulations tighten and public health campaigns aim to reduce tobacco use. The price of
cigarettes in Australia is among the highest in the world, reflecting the government’s commitment to
reducing smoking rates and promoting healthier lifestyles. In this article, we will explore the current
prices of cigarette packs, the reasons behind these costs, the impact of taxation, and the broader
implications for public health.

Current Prices of Cigarettes in Australia

As of October 2023, the price of a standard pack of cigarettes in Australia typically ranges from AUD
30 to AUD 45, depending on the brand and location. Major brands such as Winfield, Peter
Stuyvesant, and Marlboro tend to be on the higher end of the scale.

Price Breakdown by Brand

Here’s a general overview of the price range for some popular cigarette brands:

1. Winfield: AUD 30 - AUD 40 per pack
2. Marlboro: AUD 35 - AUD 45 per pack
3. Peter Stuyvesant: AUD 30 - AUD 42 per pack
4. Benson & Hedges: AUD 38 - AUD 45 per pack
5. Dunhill: AUD 40 - AUD 50 per pack

These prices can vary based on factors such as location, store type, and whether any promotions are
running.

Factors Influencing Cigarette Prices

Several factors contribute to the high cost of cigarettes in Australia:

1. Government Taxation

The Australian government imposes significant excise taxes on tobacco products. These taxes are
structured to increase annually, which directly impacts the retail price of cigarettes. The intent
behind this policy is to discourage smoking through higher costs, especially among young and low-
income populations. In 2023, the excise tax on tobacco was approximately AUD 1.23 per cigarette,
which adds up quickly over time.



2. Packaging Regulations

Australia has stringent regulations regarding cigarette packaging, requiring plain packaging with
graphic health warnings. This not only increases production costs for tobacco companies but also
serves as a deterrent for potential smokers, which can affect sales over time. The plain packaging
law was implemented in 2012 and has been a significant factor in reducing smoking rates.

3. Retail Markup

The retail markup on cigarettes can also affect prices. Supermarkets and convenience stores may set
prices higher to cover operational costs, especially in urban areas where rent and wages are
elevated. This can lead to noticeable price differences from one retailer to another.

4. Supply Chain Costs

The cost of importing tobacco and the expenses associated with distribution can also contribute to
the overall price of cigarettes. Australia has strict regulations on the importation of tobacco, which
can lead to higher costs for suppliers that are ultimately passed on to consumers.

Impact of High Cigarette Prices

The high cost of cigarettes has several implications for public health, consumer behavior, and the
economy.

1. Reduction in Smoking Rates

One of the primary goals of high cigarette prices is to reduce smoking rates. Statistics show a steady
decline in smoking prevalence in Australia, which has been attributed to both high costs and
comprehensive public health campaigns. According to the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare,
the adult smoking rate has dropped from 24% in 1991 to approximately 11% in 2023.

2. Shift to Illicit Trade

While high prices may deter many smokers, they can also lead to an increase in illicit trade. Some
individuals may turn to the black market or illegal imports to obtain cheaper cigarettes. This not
only undermines public health initiatives but also poses risks related to product safety and quality.
The government continually works to combat this issue through enforcement and public awareness
campaigns.



3. Economic Considerations

The tobacco industry contributes significantly to the Australian economy through taxation. The
revenue generated from tobacco excise taxes is substantial, providing funding for various public
health initiatives. However, the economic burden of smoking-related illnesses often outweighs these
benefits, leading to a complex relationship between tobacco sales and public health costs.

Alternatives to Smoking

As awareness of the dangers of smoking continues to rise, many Australians are exploring
alternatives to traditional cigarettes. These alternatives can be less harmful and often come with
lower costs.

1. E-Cigarettes and Vaping

E-cigarettes and vaping products have gained popularity as alternatives to traditional smoking.
While these products are not entirely risk-free, many users consider them a less harmful option. The
price of vape products varies widely, with starter kits ranging from AUD 30 to AUD 150 and e-liquids
priced around AUD 20 to AUD 50 for a 30ml bottle.

2. Nicotine Replacement Therapies

Nicotine replacement therapies (NRTs) such as patches, gums, and lozenges are also popular among
those looking to quit smoking. These products can help manage withdrawal symptoms and cravings.
Prices for NRTs typically range from AUD 10 to AUD 50, depending on the product type and
quantity.

3. Smoking Cessation Programs

Government-funded smoking cessation programs offer support and resources for individuals looking
to quit. These programs often provide counseling, support groups, and access to medications that
can aid in the quitting process. Many of these services are free or low-cost, making them accessible
to a wide range of individuals.

Conclusion

In summary, the question of how much is a packet of cigarettes in Australia reflects a broader
conversation about public health, government policy, and personal choices. With prices ranging from
AUD 30 to AUD 45, the cost of smoking in Australia is among the highest globally, primarily due to
heavy taxation and stringent regulations. While this high cost has contributed to a significant decline



in smoking rates, it has also led to challenges such as illicit trade.

As Australia continues to navigate the complexities of tobacco use and public health, the focus
remains on reducing smoking prevalence while providing support for those seeking to quit. With a
variety of alternatives available, including e-cigarettes and nicotine replacement therapies,
individuals have more options than ever to support their journey toward a smoke-free life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average cost of a packet of cigarettes in Australia
as of 2023?
As of 2023, the average cost of a packet of cigarettes in Australia is around AUD 40 to AUD 50,
depending on the brand and location.

Why are cigarette prices so high in Australia?
Cigarette prices in Australia are high due to significant excise taxes imposed by the government,
aimed at reducing smoking rates and promoting public health.

Are cigarette prices in Australia expected to rise in the future?
Yes, cigarette prices in Australia are likely to continue rising due to planned government tax
increases on tobacco products over the coming years.

How does the price of cigarettes in Australia compare to other
countries?
Cigarette prices in Australia are among the highest in the world, significantly higher than in many
other countries, due to strict regulations and high taxation.

Where can I find the cheapest cigarettes in Australia?
Cheapest cigarettes can often be found at supermarkets or discount tobacco shops, but prices can
vary greatly by region and brand.
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