how many times can you take the rhia exam

How many times can you take the RHIA exam? The Registered Health Information Administrator
(RHIA) certification is a critical credential for professionals in the health information management
field. Aspiring candidates often ask about the frequency with which they can attempt the exam, as
well as the guidelines established by the American Health Information Management Association
(AHIMA), which oversees the certification process. In this article, we will explore the specifics of the
RHIA exam retake policy, preparation strategies, and how to navigate the certification journey
effectively.

Understanding the RHIA Exam

The RHIA exam is designed to assess the knowledge and skills of candidates in health information
management. It covers a broad range of topics, including:

- Health data management

- Health statistics

- Healthcare reimbursement
- Information technology

- Compliance and legal issues

Passing the RHIA exam is essential for those seeking to work in various roles, such as health
information managers, data analysts, and clinical documentation specialists.

Eligibility Requirements

Before discussing the retake policy, it's important to understand the eligibility requirements for taking
the RHIA exam. Candidates must meet one of the following criteria:

1. Hold a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution in health information management or a
related field.

2. Complete a program accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Health Informatics and
Information Management Education (CAHIIM).

3. Have a degree in a related health science field with additional coursework in health information
management.

Once eligibility is established, candidates can register for the exam through AHIMA's official website.

RHIA Exam Retake Policy

The retake policy for the RHIA exam is straightforward but has some important stipulations that
candidates must keep in mind.



Number of Attempts

Candidates who do not pass the RHIA exam on their first try are permitted to retake the exam. The
following guidelines apply:

- Initial Attempt: Candidates can take the exam once they feel prepared.

- Subsequent Attempts: If a candidate does not pass the exam, they may retake it as many times as
necessary to achieve a passing score.

- Waiting Period: However, there is a mandatory waiting period of 30 days between each attempt.
This allows candidates enough time to study and improve their skills before retaking the exam.

Yearly Limitations

While there is no explicit limit on the number of times a candidate can take the RHIA exam, it’s
essential to consider a few practical aspects:

- Annual Exam Limit: Candidates should be mindful of their overall progress. Although the 30-day
waiting period allows for multiple attempts, taking the exam more than three times within a year may
not be advisable due to the potential financial and emotional toll.

- Financial Considerations: Each attempt incurs a fee (as of 2023, approximately $300 for AHIMA
members and $400 for non-members). Thus, candidates should budget accordingly.

Preparing for the RHIA Exam

Successful preparation is key to passing the RHIA exam, especially for those who may be considering
retakes. Here are some effective strategies to enhance your study efforts.

Study Materials

1. Official Study Guides: AHIMA offers official study guides and resources tailored to the RHIA exam.
These materials are invaluable as they align closely with the exam content.

2. Practice Exams: Taking practice exams can help familiarize candidates with the format and types of
questions they will encounter.

3. Online Courses: Various organizations provide online courses specifically designed to prepare
candidates for the RHIA exam. These courses often include video lectures, quizzes, and interactive
content.

Study Groups and Support Networks

1. Join Study Groups: Connecting with fellow candidates through study groups can provide support,
motivation, and additional resources.
2. Online Forums: Platforms such as Reddit or LinkedIn have groups dedicated to RHIA exam



preparation. Engaging in discussions can help clarify doubts and provide fresh insights.

Time Management

1. Create a Study Schedule: Allocate specific times each week for studying to ensure consistent
progress.

2. Set Milestones: Break down your study material into manageable sections and set deadlines to
keep yourself accountable.

Dealing with Exam Anxiety

Exam anxiety can be a significant barrier to success. Here are some techniques to manage stress
before and during the exam:

1. Practice Relaxation Techniques: Techniques such as deep breathing, meditation, or yoga can help
calm nerves.

2. Simulate Exam Conditions: Take practice exams under timed conditions to get used to the pressure
of the actual test environment.

3. Stay Positive: Maintain a positive mindset. Remind yourself that many candidates do not pass on
their first attempt and that it’s okay to seek help and try again.

Next Steps After Passing

Once you successfully pass the RHIA exam, there are several important steps to follow:

1. Certification Maintenance: RHIA certification is valid for two years. To maintain your credential, you
must complete 30 continuing education units (CEUs) during that period.

2. Professional Development: Engage in professional development opportunities, such as attending
conferences or webinars, to stay current in the field.

3. Networking: Join professional organizations and connect with other health information management
professionals to expand your career opportunities.

Conclusion

In conclusion, aspiring candidates often wonder how many times can you take the RHIA exam. While
there is no cap on the number of attempts, candidates must adhere to a 30-day waiting period
between each try. Proper preparation, effective time management, and stress-reduction techniques
can significantly improve your chances of success. Remember that many professionals do not pass on
their first attempt, and it’s essential to view each failure as an opportunity for growth and learning.
With determination and the right resources, you can achieve your RHIA certification and advance your
career in health information management.



Frequently Asked Questions

How many times can | take the RHIA exam in a year?

You can take the RHIA exam up to three times within a calendar year.

Is there a waiting period between attempts for the RHIA
exam?

Yes, there is a waiting period of 30 days between each attempt of the RHIA exam.

What happens if | fail the RHIA exam multiple times?

If you fail the RHIA exam three times, you must wait for a full year before you can retake the exam
again.

Can | take the RHIA exam more than three times in total?

Yes, you can retake the RHIA exam more than three times, but you must adhere to the annual limit
and waiting periods.

Are there any resources available to help me prepare for the
RHIA exam retake?

Yes, there are various study guides, practice exams, and review courses available to help you prepare
for the RHIA exam retake.

Do | need to reapply to take the RHIA exam again after
failing?

Yes, you will need to reapply and pay the exam fee again for each attempt after failing the RHIA
exam.
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