
how many times can you retake a
regents exam
How many times can you retake a regents exam? This question is often faced by students
in New York State who are striving to meet their graduation requirements. The Regents
Examinations, which evaluate students' understanding of key subjects, can be a source of
anxiety and pressure. Understanding the policies surrounding retaking these exams is
essential for students and parents alike. This article will explore the retake policies,
strategies for preparing for retakes, and the implications of multiple attempts on academic
progress.

Understanding Regents Exams

The Regents Exams are standardized tests administered by the New York State Education
Department. They cover various subjects, including:

- Algebra I
- Geometry
- Algebra II
- English Language Arts
- Global History and Geography
- U.S. History and Government
- Science subjects (Living Environment, Earth Science, Chemistry, Physics)

Students must pass certain Regents Exams as part of their requirements for a high school
diploma. The exams are typically offered in January, June, and August, providing several
opportunities for students to take or retake them.

Retake Policies for Regents Exams

General Retake Guidelines

Students who do not achieve a passing score on a Regents Exam can retake the exam.
Here are some key points about retakes:

1. No Limit on Retakes: There is no official limit on how many times a student can retake a
Regents Exam. This means that students can attempt the exam multiple times until they
achieve the desired score.

2. Time Frame: Students usually have the opportunity to retake the exam during the next
scheduled testing period, which occurs in January, June, or August.



3. Score Requirements: To pass a Regents Exam, students generally need a score of 65 or
higher. However, some students are eligible for safety nets, such as compensatory scores,
which allow them to graduate with a lower score in specific circumstances.

Safety Nets and Alternative Pathways

The New York State Education Department has established safety nets for students who
struggle with standardized testing. These include:

- Compensatory Scores: If a student scores between 60 and 64 on one exam, they may still
graduate if they have a higher score on another required exam. For example, a student can
score 64 on one exam and 70 on another, allowing for graduation.

- Appeals Process: Students who fail a Regents Exam may appeal their scores under certain
conditions, which can grant them an exemption based on coursework performance or other
criteria.

- Regents Waiver: Certain students may be eligible for a waiver of the Regents Exam
requirement due to specific circumstances, such as special education needs.

Preparation Strategies for Retaking Regents
Exams

Given the opportunity to retake the exams, students should consider effective strategies to
prepare for their next attempt. Here are several tips:

1. Analyze Previous Performance

- Review the exam results thoroughly to identify areas of weakness.
- Focus on specific topics or question types that were challenging.

2. Utilize Study Resources

- Textbooks and Class Notes: Revisit materials provided during coursework.
- Online Resources: Websites like Khan Academy and Regents Review provide free tutorials
and practice exams.
- Study Groups: Collaborate with classmates to reinforce learning and understanding.

3. Practice Past Exams

- Access previous years' exams to familiarize yourself with the format and types of



questions.
- Time yourself to simulate the testing environment and improve time management skills.

4. Seek Additional Help

- Tutoring: Consider hiring a tutor or attending after-school help sessions offered by
teachers.
- Teacher Guidance: Discuss your concerns with your teachers, who can provide targeted
advice and resources.

5. Develop a Study Schedule

- Create a timeline leading up to the exam to ensure adequate coverage of all topics.
- Allocate specific time blocks for study sessions, practice tests, and review.

The Implications of Multiple Retakes

While retaking a Regents Exam can be beneficial for achieving a passing score, it's
essential to consider the implications of multiple attempts on a student's academic journey:

1. Impact on Graduation Timeline

- Students must weigh the time spent retaking exams against their overall academic
progress. While there is no limit to retakes, prolonged attempts might delay graduation.

2. Emotional and Psychological Effects

- The pressure to pass can lead to anxiety and stress. It's crucial for students to maintain a
healthy mindset and seek support when needed.

3. College and Career Readiness

- For students planning to pursue higher education, passing the Regents Exams is essential.
Colleges may consider exam scores as part of their admissions process, so it’s vital to pass
on time.



Conclusion

In conclusion, students in New York State can retake Regents Exams as many times as
needed to achieve a passing score of 65 or higher. The flexibility in retaking exams offers
students a second chance to meet graduation requirements. However, it's important to
approach retakes thoughtfully, employing effective study strategies and understanding the
implications of multiple attempts on their academic journey. With the right preparation and
support, students can increase their chances of success on future Regents Exams and
move forward confidently toward their educational goals.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many times can a student retake a Regents exam?
Students can retake a Regents exam as many times as they need to pass, as there is no
limit on the number of retakes.

Are there specific subjects for which retakes of Regents
exams are allowed?
Yes, students can retake any Regents exam, including subjects like Algebra, English, and
Science, if they did not pass the first time.

Is there a waiting period between retakes of a Regents
exam?
No, there is no official waiting period; students can retake the exam in the next scheduled
testing period.

Can a student retake a Regents exam after graduating
high school?
Yes, students can retake a Regents exam after graduation to improve their scores,
particularly if they are seeking college admissions or scholarships.

What happens if a student fails a Regents exam
multiple times?
If a student fails a Regents exam multiple times, they may still graduate by using
alternative pathways or assessments approved by the New York State Education
Department.



Do retakes of Regents exams affect a student's GPA?
Retakes of Regents exams do not directly affect a student's GPA, as the exam scores are
separate from course grades.

How can students prepare for retaking a Regents
exam?
Students can prepare for retaking a Regents exam by attending review classes, using study
guides, and practicing with past exam questions.
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