
how many questions are on the hesi
exam
How many questions are on the HESI exam? This is a common inquiry among
nursing students preparing for this critical assessment. The HESI exam, also
known as the Health Education Systems, Inc. exam, is designed to evaluate a
student's readiness for nursing school and eventual licensure. Understanding
the structure and number of questions on the HESI exam is vital for effective
preparation and to alleviate any test anxiety. In this article, we will break
down the various components of the HESI exam, the number of questions in each
section, and tips for success.

Overview of the HESI Exam

The HESI exam is an essential tool used by nursing schools to assess a
student's academic readiness for nursing programs. It covers various subjects
related to nursing, providing a comprehensive evaluation of a student's
knowledge base. The exam plays a significant role in admissions decisions and
is also used as a predictor of future success in nursing programs.

Components of the HESI Exam

The HESI exam consists of several key components, each testing different
areas of knowledge. The most common sections include:

Reading Comprehension

Mathematics

Vocabulary and General Knowledge

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Human Development

Critical Thinking



Each of these sections has a specific number of questions, which can vary
based on the nursing program and the specific version of the HESI exam being
administered.

Question Breakdown by Section

Understanding the number of questions on the HESI exam is crucial for
effective study planning. Below is a breakdown of the typical number of
questions you can expect in each section:

1. Reading Comprehension
The Reading Comprehension section typically contains 48 questions. It
assesses your ability to read and understand various texts, as well as your
capacity to interpret meaning and draw conclusions.

2. Mathematics
The Mathematics section usually includes 50 questions. This segment tests
your proficiency in fundamental math skills, including algebra, ratios,
percentages, and basic calculations essential for nursing practice.

3. Vocabulary and General Knowledge
This section generally consists of 50 questions as well. It focuses on your
understanding of medical terminology and general vocabulary, which is crucial
for effective communication in nursing.

4. Biology
The Biology section typically has 30 questions. It evaluates your knowledge
of biological concepts, including human anatomy and physiology, which are
foundational for nursing studies.

5. Chemistry
In the Chemistry section, you can expect around 30 questions. This part tests
your understanding of chemical principles and their applications in
healthcare.

6. Physics
The Physics section usually contains about 25 questions. It assesses



knowledge of physical principles, which can be relevant in various nursing
contexts.

7. Human Development
This section typically has 25 questions that cover topics related to human
growth and development across the lifespan, an essential aspect of nursing
care.

8. Critical Thinking
The Critical Thinking section often includes 30 questions. It challenges your
ability to analyze situations, make decisions, and apply logical reasoning to
nursing scenarios.

Total Number of Questions on the HESI Exam

When you add up the questions from all sections, the total number of
questions on the HESI exam can vary, but it generally falls between 250 and
300 questions, depending on the specific version of the exam.

Types of HESI Exams

It's important to note that there are different types of HESI exams, each
tailored for specific purposes. Here are some common versions:

HESI A2: This is often used for admission into nursing programs and
consists of the sections mentioned above.

HESI Exit Exam: This is designed for students completing their nursing
program and includes more advanced questions reflecting the knowledge
required to pass the NCLEX.

HESI Specialty Exams: These assessments focus on specific nursing
specialties, such as pediatrics, psychiatric nursing, and obstetrics.

Each of these exams may have a different number of questions and focus areas,
so it’s essential to check with your nursing program to understand which
version you will be taking.



Preparing for the HESI Exam

Preparation is key to performing well on the HESI exam. Here are some
effective strategies to help you prepare:

Know the Format: Familiarize yourself with the format of the HESI exam,1.
including the types of questions and sections.

Review Content Areas: Focus on the subjects tested, such as math,2.
reading comprehension, and the sciences.

Practice Exams: Take practice tests to assess your strengths and3.
weaknesses and to get comfortable with the timing of the exam.

Study Groups: Join or form study groups with peers to discuss4.
challenging topics and quiz each other.

Use Study Guides: Invest in HESI study guides and review books that5.
provide practice questions and explanations.

Time Management: Develop a study schedule that allows you to cover all6.
topics without cramming.

Conclusion

In conclusion, understanding how many questions are on the HESI exam is
crucial for effective preparation and achieving success. With a total of
approximately 250 to 300 questions across various sections, students must
focus on a wide range of topics to ensure they are well-prepared. By
utilizing effective study strategies and familiarizing themselves with the
exam structure, nursing students can enhance their chances of success on this
important assessment. Whether you are preparing for the HESI A2, Exit Exam,
or any specialty exam, a thorough understanding of the exam's components will
empower you to perform your best.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many total questions are on the HESI exam?
The total number of questions on the HESI exam can vary depending on the
specific version, but it typically ranges from 150 to 300 questions.



Are all HESI exams the same length?
No, different HESI exams, such as the HESI A2 or HESI Exit exam, may have
different numbers of questions.

How is the HESI exam structured in terms of
questions?
The HESI exam is structured with multiple-choice questions covering various
subjects such as math, reading comprehension, and nursing knowledge.

Is there a time limit for answering questions on the
HESI exam?
Yes, each HESI exam has a specific time limit, usually ranging from 3 to 5
hours to complete all questions.

Can I choose the number of questions on my HESI
exam?
No, the number of questions is predetermined by the exam format and cannot be
chosen by the test-taker.

Does the number of questions impact the passing
score on the HESI exam?
Yes, the number of questions and the difficulty level can influence the
passing score, which is set by the institution.

Are there practice exams available that mimic the
number of questions on the HESI exam?
Yes, many study resources and test prep companies offer practice exams that
simulate the number of questions found on the HESI exam.

What happens if I run out of time before answering
all questions on the HESI exam?
If you run out of time, your exam will automatically submit, and you will
receive a score based on the questions you were able to answer.
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