how many questions are on the cpc exam

How many questions are on the CPC exam is a common query among aspiring
medical coders who wish to achieve their Certified Professional Coder (CPC)
credential through the American Academy of Professional Coders (AAPC). The
CPC exam is a significant stepping stone in the career of a medical coder,
and understanding its structure, including the number of questions, can help
candidates prepare effectively. This article will provide an in-depth look at
the CPC exam, including the number of questions, the types of questions, the
scoring system, and tips for preparation.

Understanding the CPC Exam Structure

The CPC exam is designed to test a candidate’s knowledge and understanding of
medical coding, including ICD-10-CM, CPT, and HCPCS Level II coding systems.
The exam assesses a candidate's proficiency in various areas related to
medical coding practices and guidelines.

Number of Questions

The CPC exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions. These questions are
divided into different categories that reflect the key areas of medical
coding knowledge. Each question is designed to assess the candidate's ability
to accurately apply coding principles in real-world scenarios.

Question Categories

The 150 questions on the CPC exam are categorized into several topics, which
include:

1. Medical Terminology: Understanding the language of medicine, including the
vocabulary used in medical coding and documentation.

2. Anatomy and Physiology: Knowledge of human anatomy and physiological
processes is crucial for accurate coding.

3. ICD-10-CM Coding: Questions related to the International Classification of
Diseases, 10th Revision, Clinical Modification, which is used for coding
diagnoses.

4. CPT Coding: Questions covering the Current Procedural Terminology, which
is essential for coding procedures and services.

5. HCPCS Coding: Questions that pertain to the Healthcare Common Procedure
Coding System, which includes codes for non-physician services and supplies.
6. Regulatory Compliance: Knowledge of healthcare regulations, including
HIPAA and Medicare guidelines, which govern coding practices.

7. Coding Guidelines: Questions that assess familiarity with coding



guidelines and conventions set forth by organizations such as the AAPC and
the American Medical Association (AMA).

Types of Questions

The CPC exam primarily consists of multiple-choice questions, but candidates
should be aware of the various formats these questions can take. Here are the
common types of questions found on the exam:

- Scenario-Based Questions: These questions present a clinical scenario,

requiring candidates to analyze the information presented and select the

correct code or codes.

- Definition Questions: Candidates may be asked to define specific terms

related to medical coding or healthcare regulations.

- Code Selection: Questions that require candidates to choose the correct
code from a list based on the information provided.

Scoring and Passing Criteria

To pass the CPC exam, candidates must achieve a minimum score of 70%. This
means that out of the 150 questions, candidates must correctly answer at
least 105 questions. The scoring process is straightforward, with each
correct answer contributing to the total score. Incorrect answers do not
incur penalties, so candidates are encouraged to answer every question, even
if they are unsure.

Exam Duration

Candidates are given 5 hours and 40 minutes to complete the CPC exam. This
timeframe is designed to allow sufficient time for candidates to carefully
read each question and provide their answers without feeling rushed. Time
management is crucial, and candidates should practice pacing themselves
during their study sessions to simulate the exam environment.

Preparation Tips for the CPC Exam

Preparing for the CPC exam can be a daunting task, but with the right
strategies, candidates can enhance their chances of success. Here are some
effective tips to help candidates prepare:

1. Understand the Exam Blueprint: Familiarize yourself with the exam content
outline, which details the topics covered and their respective weight in the



exam.

2. Utilize Official Study Materials: Use materials provided by the AAPC, such
as study guides, textbooks, and practice exams, to ensure that you are
learning the most relevant information.

3. Take Practice Exams: Regularly taking practice exams can help candidates
gauge their understanding and identify areas needing improvement.

4. Join Study Groups: Collaborating with fellow candidates can provide
additional insights and support, making the study process more engaging and
effective.

5. Focus on Weak Areas: After taking practice exams, spend additional time
studying topics where you scored lower to improve your overall knowledge.
6. Review Coding Guidelines: Ensure you are familiar with the latest coding
guidelines and updates, as these can change from year to year.

7. Time Management Practice: During practice exams, simulate the actual
testing environment by timing yourself, ensuring you can complete the exam
within the allotted time.

Additional Considerations

Although understanding the number of questions and the structure of the CPC
exam is essential, candidates should also be aware of other aspects that may
affect their performance:

Test Day Preparedness

On the day of the exam, candidates should:

- Arrive Early: Give yourself plenty of time to arrive at the testing center
to avoid any last-minute stress.

- Bring Required Materials: Check the AAPC website for a list of items
allowed in the exam room, such as identification and reference books.

- Stay Calm: Practicing relaxation techniques can help alleviate anxiety and
improve focus during the exam.

Continuing Education and Recertification

After passing the CPC exam and earning certification, coders must complete 36
continuing education units (CEUs) every two years to maintain their
certification. This requirement ensures that medical coders stay updated on
the latest coding practices and regulations, which is crucial in the ever-
evolving healthcare industry.



Conclusion

In conclusion, understanding how many questions are on the CPC exam is just
one piece of the puzzle for candidates preparing to become Certified
Professional Coders. With a total of 150 questions spanning various medical
coding topics, candidates must be well-prepared to succeed. By following
effective study strategies, managing time wisely, and staying informed about
coding guidelines, aspiring coders can enhance their chances of passing the
CPC exam and advancing their careers in the medical coding field.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many questions are on the CPC exam?

The CPC exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions.

What is the format of the CPC exam questions?

The CPC exam features multiple-choice questions, which require selecting the
correct answer from several options.

Are there any specific topics covered in the CPC
exam questions?

Yes, the CPC exam covers topics such as medical terminology, coding
guidelines, and the use of ICD-10, CPT, and HCPCS Level II codes.

How long do I have to complete the CPC exam?

Candidates are given 5 hours and 40 minutes to complete the CPC exam.

Is there a penalty for wrong answers on the CPC
exam?

No, there is no penalty for incorrect answers; only the correct answers are
scored.

Can I review my answers during the CPC exam?

Yes, you can review and change your answers within the exam time limit.

What is the passing score for the CPC exam?

A passing score for the CPC exam is typically 70% or higher.



How often is the CPC exam updated?

The CPC exam is reviewed and updated regularly to reflect current coding
practices and guidelines.

Where can I find practice questions for the CPC
exam?

Practice questions for the CPC exam can be found through various coding
training programs, online courses, and AAPC study resources.

What resources are recommended for studying the CPC
exam questions?

Recommended resources include AAPC's CPC study guide, online coding courses,
and practice exams to familiarize yourself with the question format.
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