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How many questions are on the BEC CPA exam? The Business Environment and Concepts (BEC)

section of the Certified Public Accountant (CPA) exam is one of four sections that aspiring CPAs need

to pass. Understanding the structure, number of questions, and overall format of the BEC exam is

crucial for candidates preparing for this challenging test. In this article, we will delve into the specifics

of the BEC CPA exam, including its question count, types of questions, and other relevant details that

can assist candidates in their preparation.

Overview of the BEC CPA Exam

The BEC CPA exam tests candidates on various business concepts and their application in the

accounting profession. It covers topics that are essential for accountants in understanding how

businesses operate and make financial decisions. The BEC section is unique compared to the other

CPA exam sections in several ways, particularly in its format and the types of questions included.

Structure of the BEC Exam

The BEC exam is structured to assess a candidate's knowledge and skills in four main areas:

1. Corporate Governance: This includes understanding the role of management, the board of directors,

and stakeholders in the organization.

2. Economic Concepts and Analysis: Candidates need to grasp macroeconomic and microeconomic

principles and how they affect business operations.

3. Financial Management: This section focuses on financial decision-making, including capital

budgeting, risk management, and financial ratios.

4. Information Technology: Understanding how technology impacts business processes and decision-



making is critical in this section.

Number of Questions on the BEC Exam

The BEC CPA exam consists of a total of task-based simulations and multiple-choice questions.

Here’s a breakdown of the question types and their counts:

- Multiple-Choice Questions (MCQs): The BEC exam includes 62 multiple-choice questions. These

questions assess a wide range of knowledge across the four main content areas of the exam. The

MCQs are designed to test both theoretical knowledge and practical application.

- Task-Based Simulations (TBS): In addition to the MCQs, the BEC exam features 4 task-based

simulations. These simulations require candidates to apply their knowledge to realistic scenarios,

demonstrating their understanding of business concepts and ability to analyze and interpret data.

- Written Communication Tasks: The BEC exam also includes 1 written communication task. This

section tests a candidate's ability to communicate effectively in writing, a crucial skill for accountants

who need to convey complex information clearly and concisely.

Overall, candidates will encounter a total of 67 questions on the BEC CPA exam, consisting of 62

MCQs, 4 TBS, and 1 written communication task.

Time Allotted for the BEC Exam

Candidates have a total of 4 hours to complete the BEC CPA exam. This time includes the entire test,

giving candidates the opportunity to manage their time effectively:

- Multiple-Choice Questions: Candidates typically have about 2.5 hours to answer the 62 MCQs.

- Task-Based Simulations: About 1.5 hours is allocated for the 4 task-based simulations and the



written communication task.

Time management is crucial during the exam, as candidates need to ensure they complete all sections

within the allotted time.

Types of Questions on the BEC Exam

Understanding the different types of questions on the BEC CPA exam can help candidates prepare

more effectively. The exam consists primarily of the following:

Multiple-Choice Questions (MCQs): These questions are designed to test knowledge across

various topics within the BEC content areas. They may include scenarios that require critical

thinking and application of concepts.

Task-Based Simulations (TBS): These are more complex questions that require candidates to

apply their knowledge in practical scenarios. Candidates might be asked to analyze financial

statements, perform calculations, or interpret data.

Written Communication Tasks: This task evaluates a candidate's ability to structure and present

information clearly. Candidates may be required to draft memos, reports, or other professional

documents.

Preparation Strategies for the BEC Exam

To succeed in the BEC CPA exam, candidates should adopt effective preparation strategies that

encompass all question types. Here are some recommended approaches:



Familiarize Yourself with the Content Outline: The AICPA provides a detailed content outline for1.

the BEC section. Reviewing this outline can help candidates understand the topics covered and

how they are weighted.

Practice with Sample Questions: Utilize practice exams and question banks that simulate the2.

actual test format. This will help candidates get used to the types of questions they will

encounter.

Focus on Time Management: During practice sessions, time yourself to ensure you can complete3.

all questions within the allotted time. This skill is vital for success on exam day.

Review Written Communication Skills: Since the BEC exam includes a written task, practice4.

writing clearly and concisely on business-related topics. Focus on structuring your responses

effectively.

Join Study Groups: Collaborating with peers can provide different perspectives and insights into5.

complex topics. Study groups can also motivate candidates to stay on track.

Conclusion

In summary, the BEC CPA exam consists of a total of 67 questions, including 62 multiple-choice

questions, 4 task-based simulations, and 1 written communication task. The exam is structured to

assess candidates on key business concepts that are essential for a successful career in accounting.

With a total time of 4 hours to complete the exam, effective time management and preparation are

critical for success.

By understanding the question types, practicing effectively, and utilizing available resources,



candidates can increase their chances of passing the BEC section of the CPA exam. Preparing for the

BEC exam is a significant step towards achieving CPA certification and advancing in the accounting

profession.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many questions are on the BEC CPA exam?

The BEC CPA exam consists of 62 multiple-choice questions.

What is the format of the BEC CPA exam questions?

The BEC CPA exam includes 62 multiple-choice questions and 4 task-based simulations.

Are all questions on the BEC CPA exam multiple-choice?

No, in addition to the 62 multiple-choice questions, the BEC CPA exam includes 4 task-based

simulations.

How is the BEC CPA exam scored?

The BEC CPA exam is scored on a scale from 0 to 99, with a passing score typically set at 75.

Can I skip questions on the BEC CPA exam?

Yes, you can skip questions and return to them later, as the exam is computer-based.

How much time do I have for the BEC CPA exam?

Candidates have 4 hours to complete the BEC CPA exam.



What topics are covered in the BEC CPA exam questions?

The BEC CPA exam covers topics such as corporate governance, economic concepts, financial

management, and performance management.

Are the questions on the BEC CPA exam updated regularly?

Yes, the AICPA regularly updates the BEC CPA exam questions to reflect current accounting

standards and practices.

Is there a practice exam for the BEC CPA exam that includes the

same number of questions?

Yes, various CPA review courses offer practice exams that mirror the structure of the BEC CPA exam,

including the same number of multiple-choice questions.
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