how many movies did elvis make

How many movies did Elvis make is a question that intrigues many fans of the legendary musician and
actor. Elvis Presley, known as the "King of Rock and Roll," was not only a revolutionary figure in music
but also a significant presence in the film industry. His contributions to cinema during the mid-20th
century were substantial, and his movies continue to be celebrated. This article delves into the number of

films Elvis made, the genres he explored, and his impact on both music and film.

The Filmography of Elvis Presley

Elvis Presley starred in a total of 31 feature films between 1956 and 1969. His film career began shortly
after he became a music sensation, and he quickly became one of Hollywood's most bankable stars. The
majority of his films were musicals, reflecting his musical talent and charisma, but they also spanned

various genres, including drama and comedy.

Early Career and Breakthrough

Elvis's first film was "Love Me Tender," released in 1956. The film was a historical romantic drama that
showcased his singing abilities while allowing him to portray a character with depth. The success of "Love
Me Tender" set the stage for a series of films that followed. Not only did these movies capitalize on his

musical talents, but they also helped cement his status as a cultural icon.

Film Genres and Styles

Most of Elvis's films were musicals, but they also included elements of drama, comedy, and adventure.

Here’s a closer look at the categories his films can be divided into:

¢ Musical Comedies: Many of his films, like "Blue Hawnaii" and "Girls! Girls! Girls!,"” combined music and

light-hearted storylines, often featuring romantic escapades and picturesque settings.

e Dramas: Films such as "King Creole" showcased his ability to handle more serious roles, allowing him

to step outside the "singing heartthrob" stereotype.

¢ Adventure Films: Movies like "Follow That Dream" and "Roustabout” included elements of

adventure and often featured Elvis in roles that involved travel and exploration.



Thematic Elements in Elvis's Films

Elvis's films often followed certain themes that resonated with audiences of the time. Some of the most

common thematic elements included:

1. Love and Romance: Many of his films revolved around love interests, often set against a backdrop of

beautiful locales.

2. Rebellion: As a figure of the youth culture in the 1950s, themes of rebellion against authority were

prevalent, particularly in films like "Jailhouse Rock."

3. Music and Performance: Unsurprisingly, music was a central theme, with many films featuring

multiple song performances, showcasing Elvis’s talents as a performer.

Collaborations and Key Directors

Throughout his career, Elvis worked with various prominent directors and actors. Some of the notable

collaborations include:

- George Sidney: Directed several of Elvis's most popular films, including "Jailhouse Rock" and "Viva Las
Vegas," both of which became classics.
- Hal Wallis: A significant producer who worked on many of Elvis's films, contributing to their commercial

success.

Elvis also starred alongside several notable actors, including Ann-Margret in "Viva Las Vegas," which

remains one of his most popular films due to its energetic performances and memorable music.

The Decline of Elvis's Film Career

By the late 1960s, the film industry began to change. The rise of new musical acts and the advent of more
innovative cinema styles made Elvis's formulaic musical films less appealing. His last major film was
"Change of Habit" in 1969, which marked a transition in his career as he began focusing more on live

performances and recording music.



Legacy in Film

Despite the decline in his film career, Elvis's impact on cinema remains significant. His films helped pave
the way for future musical stars and established a template for how music and film could intersect. Many of

his songs have become timeless classics, and his movies continue to be enjoyed by new generations.
Elvis's legacy in film can be summarized in a few key points:

- Cultural Icon: Elvis became a symbol of the 1950s and 1960s youth culture, and his films contributed to his
status as a cultural icon.

- Musical Influence: His films often featured groundbreaking music that influenced countless artists and
genres.

- Memorable Performances: Many of his performances have become legendary, showcasing his unique

blend of charisma, talent, and charm.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Elvis Presley made a total of 31 feature films during his illustrious career, spanning a wide
range of genres and themes. His films not only showcased his extraordinary musical talent but also solidified
his legacy as a cultural icon. While his film career may have declined by the late 1960s, the impact of his
work continues to resonate in both the music and film industries. Elvis remains a beloved figure, and his
contributions to cinema will not be forgotten. For fans and newcomers alike, exploring Elvis’s filmography

offers a glimpse into the life and times of one of the greatest entertainers in history.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many movies did Elvis Presley star in during his career?

Elvis Presley starred in a total of 31 feature films.

What was the last movie Elvis Presley made?

The last movie Elvis Presley made was 'Change of Habit,' released in 1969.

Did Elvis Presley make any documentaries or television specials?

Yes, in addition to his 31 feature films, Elvis also appeared in several documentaries and television specials.



Which Elvis movie is considered his best performance?

Many consider 'Jailhouse Rock' (1957) to showcase one of Elvis's best performances.

How did Elvis's movies impact his music career?

Elvis's movies often featured his music, which helped popularize his songs and expand his fan base.

Was Elvis Presley involved in the production of his movies?

Yes, Elvis was often involved in the production process and had a say in the selection of songs and scripts

for his films.
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