HOW MANY LEQS ARE ON THE APUSH EXAM

How MANY LEQS ARE oN THE APUSH EXAM IS A COMMON QUESTION AMONG STUDENTS PREPARING FOR THE ADVANCED
PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HisTorY (APUSH) exaM. THE APUSH EXAM IS A RIGOROUS ASSESSMENT DESIGNED TO
EVALUATE A STUDENT'S UNDERSTANDING OF AMERICAN HISTORY FROM PRE-COLUMBIAN TIMES TO THE PRESENT. ONE OF THE KEY
COMPONENTS OF THE EXAM IS THE LONG Essay QuesTioN (LEQ), WHICH PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO
SHOWCASE THEIR ANALYTICAL WRITING SKILLS, HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE, AND ABILITY TO CONSTRUCT A COHERENT ARGUMENT.
IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE THE STRUCTURE OF THE APUSH EXAM, THE SPECIFIC ROLE OF LEQS, AND STRATEGIES FOR
EFFECTIVELY TACKLING THIS COMPONENT OF THE TEST.

UNDERSTANDING THE APUSH ExAM STRUCTURE

THE APUSH EXAM IS DIVIDED INTO TWO MAIN SECTIONS: MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS AND FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS.

SecTioN |: MuLTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

THIS SECTION TYPICALLY CONSISTS OF:

- 55 MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS
- A TIME LIMIT oF 55 MINUTES
- (QUESTIONS THAT ASSESS A RANGE OF HISTORICAL SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE

THE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS COVER VARIOUS THEMES AND PERIODS IN U.S. HISTORY, INCLUDING POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT,
SOCIAL CHANGE, ECONOMIC FACTORS, AND CULTURAL INFLUENCES.

SeCTION |l: FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

SECTION || INCLUDES THREE TYPES OF FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS:

1. DocumenT-Basep QuesTion (DBQ):
- STUDENTS ANALYZE AND SYNTHESIZE HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS TO RESPOND TO A SPECIFIC PROMPT.
- THIS SECTION HAS ONE DBQ QUESTION.

2. Long Essay QuesTion (LEQ):
- STUDENTS WRITE AN EXTENDED RESPONSE TO ONE OF THREE PROMPTS PROVIDED.
- THIS SECTION INCLUDES ONE LEQ QUESTION.

3. SHORT ANswER QUESTIONS (SAQS):
- STUDENTS ANSWER THREE SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS, WHICH REQUIRE CONCISE RESPONSES.
- THIS SECTION CONSISTS OF THREE SAQS.

\W/HEN STUDENTS INQUIRE ABOUT THE NUMBER OF LEQsS oN THE APUSH EXAM, IT'S ESSENTIAL TO CLARIFY THAT THERE IS
ONLY ONE LEQ INCLUDED IN THE FREE-RESPONSE SECTION.

THE RoLe oF THE LEQ IN THE APUSH Exam

THE LEQ IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF THE APUSH EXAM THAT ASSESSES A STUDENT'S ABILITY TO FORMULATE AN
ARGUMENT BASED ON HISTORICAL EVIDENCE. UNLIKE THE DBQ, WHICH PROVIDES PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENTS, THE LEQ
REQUIRES STUDENTS TO RELY ON THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF HISTORICAL FACTS, CONCEPTS, AND THEMES TO CONSTRUCT A WELL-



REASONED ESSAY.

CRITERIA FOR SCORING THE LEQ

THE LEQ IS GRADED BASED ON A RUBRIC THAT EVALUATES SEVERAL KEY COMPONENTS:

1. THESIS STATEMENT:
- A CLEAR AND HISTORICALLY DEFENSIBLE THESIS THAT ADDRESSES THE PROMPT DIRECTLY.

2. ARGUMENT DEVELOPMENT:
- THE USE OF RELEVANT HISTORICAL EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THE ARGUMENT.

- EFFECTIVE ORGANIZATION AND COHERENCE OF IDEAS.

3. HisTorICAL REASONING:
- ANALYSIS OF CAUSATION, COMPARISON, OR CONTINUITY AND CHANGE OVER TIME.

4. Usk oF EVIDENCE:
- INCORPORATION OF SPECIFIC EXAMPLES THAT ENHANCE THE ARGUMENT.

- DEMONSTRATION OF A NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT.

5. CONCLUSION:
- A WELL-ROUNDED CONCLUSION THAT SUMMARIZES THE ARGUMENT AND REFLECTS ON ITS SIGNIFICANCE.

PREPARING FOR THE LEQ

To exceL IN THE LEQ porTION oF THE APUSH EXAM, STUDENTS SHOULD ADOPT EFFECTIVE STUDY STRATEGIES AND
PRACTICE TECHNIQUES.

1. UNDERSTAND THE PROMPT T YPES

LEQ PROMPTS GENERALLY FALL INTO SPECIFIC CATEGORIES. FAMILIARIZING YOURSELF WITH THESE CAN HELP YOU PREPARE:
- CAUSATION: ANALYZE THE CAUSES OF A PARTICULAR HISTORICAL EVENT OR TREND.

- CoMPARISON: COMPARE DIFFERENT EVENTS, MOVEMENTS, OR FIGURES ACROSS TIME OR REGIONS.
- COoNTINUITY AND CHANGE OVER TIME: DISCUSS ASPECTS OF HISTORY THAT REMAINED CONSISTENT WHILE OTHERS EVOLVED.

2. DEVELOP A STRONG THESIS

CRAFTING A STRONG THESIS IS CRUCIAL FOR A SUCCESSFUL LEQ Y OUR THESIS SHOULD:
- RESPOND DIRECTLY TO THE QUESTION.

- PRESENT A CLEAR ARGUMENT OR PERSPECTIVE.
- SET THE STAGE FOR YOUR SUPPORTING EVIDENCE.

3. CrReAaTE AN OUTLINE

BEFORE WRITING YOUR ESSAY, DRAFTING AN OUTLINE CAN HELP ORGANIZE YOUR THOUGHTS AND ENSURE A LOGICAL FLOW. AN
EFFECTIVE OUTLINE SHOULD INCLUDE:



- AN INTRODUCTION WITH YOUR THESIS STATEMENT.
- BoDY PARAGRAPHS EACH FOCUSING ON A SPECIFIC POINT OR PIECE OF EVIDENCE.
- A CONCLUSION THAT TIES EVERYTHING TOGETHER.

4. PrRACTICE WRITING ESSAYS

REGULAR PRACTICE IS VITAL TO MASTERING THE LEQ. CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING:

- WRITE PRACTICE ESSAYS IN RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS APUSH LEQ proOMPTS.
- TIME YOURSELF TO ENSURE YOU CAN COMPLETE YOUR ESSAY WITHIN THE ALLOTTED TIME.
- REVIEW YOUR WORK OR SEEK FEEDBACK FROM PEERS OR TEACHERS.

CoMMON MISTAKES TO AvolD

AS STUDENTS PREPARE FOR THE LEQ, IT'S IMPORTANT TO BE AWARE OF COMMON PITFALLS THAT COULD HINDER THEIR
PERFORMANCE.

1. FAILING TO ANSWER THE QUESTION DIRECTLY

ENSURE YOUR ESSAY DIRECTLY ADDRESSES THE PROMPT. A COMMON MISTAKE IS TO PROVIDE A GENERAL OVERVIEW OF EVENTS
WITHOUT TYING IT BACK TO THE SPECIFIC QUESTION.

2. LAck ofF SpPeciFic EvVIDENCE

GENERIC STATEMENTS WON'T EARN POINTS. BE SURE TO INCLUDE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES, DATES, FIGURES, AND EVENTS THAT
SUPPORT YOUR ARGUMENT.

3. Poor ORGANIZATION

A WELL-ORGANIZED ESSAY IS EASIER TO FOLLOW AND MORE PERSUASIVE. USE CLEAR TOPIC SENTENCES AND TRANSITIONS
BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS TO ENHANCE COHERENCE.

4. NEGLECTING THE CONCLUSION

A STRONG CONCLUSION IS ESSENTIAL. AVOID MERELY RESTATING YOUR THESIS; INSTEAD, REFLECT ON THE BROADER
IMPLICATIONS OF YOUR ARGUMENT.

CoNcCLUSION

IN SUMMARY, THE APUSH ExAM INCLUDES ONE LEQQ AMONG ITS FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS, WHICH IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR
STUDENTS TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR ABILITY TO CONSTRUCT A HISTORICALLY GROUNDED ARGUMENT. BY UNDERSTANDING THE
STRUCTURE OF THE EXAM, PREPARING EFFECTIVELY, AND AVOIDING COMMON MISTAKES, STUDENTS CAN ENHANCE THEIR
PERFORMANCE ON THIS CRITICAL COMPONENT OF THE APUSH EXAM. W/ITH COMPREHENSIVE PREPARATION AND PRACTICE,
STUDENTS WILL BE WELL-EQUIPPED TO TACKLE THE LEQ AND ACHIEVE SUCCESS ON THE EXAM.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

How MANY LEQs ARe oN THE APUSH exam?

THeRE 1S ONE LonG Essay QuesTion (LEQ) on THE AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM.

WHAT IS THE FORMAT oF THE LEQ oN THE APUSH exam?

THE LEQ REQUIRES STUDENTS TO DEVELOP AN ARGUMENT IN RESPONSE TO A PROMPT, USING HISTORICAL EVIDENCE TO
SUPPORT THEIR THESIS.

CAN STUDENTS CHOOSE WHICH LEQ PROMPT TO ANSWER ON THE APUSH exAM?

YES/ STUDENTS TYPICALLY HAVE A CHOICE OF THREE LEQ PROMPTS AND CAN CHOOSE ONE TO ANSWER.

How MUcH Is THE LEQ WORTH IN THE OVERALL SCORING ofF THE APUSH exam?

THE LEQ 1S WORTH 159, OF THE TOTAL EXAM SCORE IN THE AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM.

WHAT SKILLS ARE ASSESSED IN THE LEQ secTioN oF THE APUSH exam?

THE LEQ ASSESSES STUDENTS' ABILITIES TO FORMULATE A CLEAR THESIS, PROVIDE SUPPORTING EVIDENCE, AND DEMONSTRATE
HISTORICAL REASONING SKILLS.

How Many Leqs Are On The Apush Exam

How Many Legs Are On The Apush Exam
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