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The game of golf is renowned for its challenges and intricacies, but one of the most
exhilarating feats a golfer can achieve is making a hole-in-one. This remarkable event
occurs when a player sinks the ball directly from the tee into the hole on the green,
requiring an exceptional blend of skill, precision, and a touch of luck. The PGA Tour, the
leading professional golf tour in the world, has seen numerous hole-in-ones throughout its
history. In this article, we will delve into the statistics surrounding hole-in-ones in PGA
history, explore some memorable moments, and discuss the factors that contribute to this
rare achievement.

Understanding Hole-in-Ones

Before we dive into the statistics, it’s essential to understand what constitutes a hole-in-
one. A hole-in-one occurs when a player gets the ball into the hole from the tee in just one
stroke. This accomplishment is not only a source of pride for golfers but also often
celebrated with drinks and festivities among friends and fellow players.

Definition of a Hole-in-One

- Direct Shot: The ball must go directly from the tee into the hole without any additional
strokes.
- Official Recognition: For a hole-in-one to be officially recognized, it typically must occur in
a sanctioned event, such as a tournament or a round played under the rules of a
recognized golf association.

PGA Tour Statistics on Hole-in-Ones

As of October 2023, the PGA Tour has recorded thousands of hole-in-ones since its
inception in 1929. The exact number of hole-in-ones varies as new tournaments are played
and records are updated. However, estimates suggest that there have been over 3,000
hole-in-ones made during PGA Tour events.

Notable Statistics

- Number of Hole-in-Ones: Approximately 3,000
- Most Hole-in-Ones in a Single Tournament: The record for the most hole-in-ones in a single
tournament is three, achieved during the 2012 RBC Heritage event.
- Most Career Hole-in-Ones by a Player: The record for the most hole-in-ones by a single
player on the PGA Tour is held by Robert Allenby, who has made five hole-in-ones during
official tournaments.

Frequency of Hole-in-Ones



While hole-in-ones are celebrated, they are also relatively rare in professional play. The PGA
Tour sees an average of 25 to 30 hole-in-ones each season. Factors influencing this
frequency include:

- Course Design: Par 3 holes are typically where hole-in-ones occur most often.
- Player Skill: The level of skill and experience of the players participating in the
tournament.
- Weather Conditions: Wind and rain can affect the flight of the ball and impact the
likelihood of making a hole-in-one.

Memorable Hole-in-Ones in PGA History

Throughout PGA Tour history, several hole-in-ones have left an indelible mark on the sport.
Here are some of the most memorable:

1. Gene Sarazen at the 1935 Masters

- Event: The Masters Tournament
- Hole: 15th Hole
- Significance: Sarazen's hole-in-one was not only a stunning feat but also helped him
secure the tournament victory. It is often referred to as the "shot heard around the world."

2. Tiger Woods at the 1997 Phoenix Open

- Event: Phoenix Open
- Hole: 16th Hole
- Significance: Woods made a hole-in-one at the iconic 16th hole, which is known for its
raucous crowds. His ace contributed to his legendary status in golf history.

3. Michael Kim at the 2018 John Deere Classic

- Event: John Deere Classic
- Hole: 16th Hole
- Significance: Kim achieved a hole-in-one that played a crucial role in his eventual victory,
showcasing the thrill and importance of aces during tournaments.

4. Matt Kuchar at the 2019 Players Championship

- Event: The Players Championship
- Hole: 17th Hole
- Significance: Kuchar's hole-in-one on the famed island green is one of the highlights of his
career and a memorable moment in the tournament's history.

The Impact of Hole-in-Ones on Players and



Tournaments

Hole-in-ones are significant not just for the individual player but also for the tournaments in
which they occur.

Player Impact

- Boost in Confidence: Achieving a hole-in-one can significantly boost a player's confidence
and momentum in a tournament.
- Financial Incentives: Many tournaments offer prizes for hole-in-ones, which can include
cash bonuses, cars, or vacation packages.

Tournament Impact

- Excitement for Fans: Hole-in-ones create excitement and drama, making tournaments
more engaging for fans.
- Media Coverage: Memorable aces often garner significant media attention, enhancing the
profile of the event.

Factors Contributing to Hole-in-Ones

While luck plays a substantial role in achieving a hole-in-one, several factors contribute to
the likelihood of making this remarkable shot.

1. Course Design

- Length of Par 3 Holes: Shorter par 3 holes with favorable pin placements increase the
chances of a hole-in-one.
- Green Conditions: Well-maintained greens can offer optimal conditions for the ball to roll
into the hole.

2. Player Skill Level

- Experience: Professional golfers have honed their skills, making them more adept at
hitting precise shots.
- Technique: Mastery of various shot types, including draws and fades, aids in targeting the
hole accurately.

3. Weather Conditions

- Wind: Favorable wind conditions can help guide the ball toward the hole.
- Moisture: Wet conditions may allow the ball to stop more quickly upon landing, increasing
the likelihood of sinking.



Conclusion

In conclusion, hole-in-ones are one of the most thrilling aspects of golf, especially within the
context of the PGA Tour. With over 3,000 recorded instances, these remarkable shots are a
testament to the skill and precision of professional golfers. Not only do they create
unforgettable moments for players and fans alike, but they also significantly impact
tournaments and player careers. As golf continues to evolve, the pursuit of that elusive
hole-in-one remains a cherished goal for golfers at all levels, reminding us of the beauty
and unpredictability of the game. Whether you’re an avid golfer or a casual fan, the
excitement of a hole-in-one will always be a significant highlight in the world of golf.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the total number of holes-in-one recorded in
PGA Tour history?
As of October 2023, there have been over 300 holes-in-one recorded in PGA Tour history.

Who holds the record for the most holes-in-one in PGA
Tour history?
The record for the most holes-in-one in PGA Tour history is held by Robert Allenby, with 5
holes-in-one.

What year saw the most holes-in-one recorded in a
single PGA Tour season?
The year 2001 saw the most holes-in-one recorded in a single PGA Tour season, with 45
aces.

Which golf tournament has the highest number of
holes-in-one in its history?
The Waste Management Phoenix Open has the highest number of holes-in-one in PGA Tour
history.

Is there any prize for making a hole-in-one during a PGA
Tour event?
Yes, many PGA Tour events offer prizes for holes-in-one, ranging from cash to luxury cars.

Have there been any tournaments with multiple holes-



in-one in a single day?
Yes, there have been instances where multiple players have made holes-in-one on the
same day during PGA Tour events.

What impact do holes-in-one have on a player's career
in the PGA?
While holes-in-one are prestigious, they do not significantly impact a player's career
statistics or standing in the PGA Tour.

How often do holes-in-one occur in professional golf
compared to amateur golf?
Holes-in-one are less frequent in professional golf compared to amateur golf, largely due to
the skill level and course conditions.
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