
how many asylum seekers come to australia
each year
How many asylum seekers come to Australia each year is a question that evokes a myriad of
responses and considerations, reflecting the complexities of global migration, international law, and
domestic policy. Australia, known for its robust immigration system and its commitment to human
rights, has seen fluctuating numbers of individuals seeking asylum over the years. This article delves
into the trends, policies, and impacts surrounding asylum seekers arriving in Australia, providing a
comprehensive overview of the situation.

Understanding Asylum Seekers

To fully grasp the numbers associated with asylum seekers, it is crucial to understand what defines
an asylum seeker. An asylum seeker is an individual who flees their home country and seeks refuge
in another country, claiming they are at risk of persecution due to factors such as:

- Race
- Religion
- Nationality
- Membership in a particular social group
- Political opinion

These individuals must apply for asylum and undergo a legal process to determine their eligibility
under international law.

Trends in Asylum Seekers Arriving in Australia

The number of asylum seekers in Australia has varied significantly over the past few decades.
Certain historical and geopolitical events have influenced migration patterns, leading to spikes or
declines in asylum applications.

Historical Context

- 1990s: Australia began to see a notable increase in asylum seekers arriving by boat, particularly
from countries like Vietnam, Cambodia, and later, the Middle East.
- Early 2000s: The arrival of asylum seekers surged, prompting the government to implement more
stringent border control measures, including the controversial "Pacific Solution."
- 2010s: The number of asylum seekers continued to fluctuate, with a peak in 2013 when over 25,000
individuals arrived by boat.



Recent Years and Current Trends

In recent years, the number of asylum seekers has stabilized, but remains a topic of public debate
and policy focus. Here are some statistics illustrating the recent trends:

- 2018-2019: Approximately 18,000 asylum applications were lodged in Australia.
- 2020-2021: The COVID-19 pandemic affected global migration patterns, leading to a decrease in
asylum applications. The number dropped to around 13,000.
- 2022-2023: As borders began to reopen, there was a resurgence in asylum applications, with
estimates suggesting that around 20,000 individuals sought asylum.

Factors Influencing Asylum Seeker Numbers

Several factors contribute to the fluctuating numbers of asylum seekers in Australia, including:

Global Conflicts and Crises

International conflicts, civil wars, and human rights violations significantly influence the number of
individuals seeking asylum. Events such as:

- The Syrian Civil War
- Ongoing violence in Afghanistan
- Political unrest in Myanmar

These crises have led to increased numbers of people seeking refuge in safer countries, including
Australia.

Australian Immigration Policies

Australia's immigration policies play a critical role in shaping the landscape for asylum seekers. Key
policies include:

- Mandatory detention: Asylum seekers arriving by boat are subject to mandatory detention until
their claims are processed.
- Offshore processing: Individuals who arrive by boat may be sent to offshore processing centers in
countries like Nauru or Papua New Guinea.
- Temporary protection visas: Asylum seekers may be granted temporary protection, which limits
their rights and access to services.

These policies can deter some individuals from seeking asylum in Australia, while others may still
risk the journey due to desperate circumstances.



Regional Influences

Australia's geographical location in the Asia-Pacific region means that it is influenced by migration
trends occurring in neighboring countries. For example, countries such as Indonesia or Malaysia
often serve as transit points for asylum seekers attempting to reach Australia.

The Asylum Application Process in Australia

The journey of an asylum seeker in Australia is marked by several stages, each with its own
challenges and complexities.

Initial Arrival and Detention

Upon arrival, asylum seekers are taken into immigration detention. This process involves:

1. Health and security checks: Initial assessments to ensure the individual does not pose a health
risk or security threat.
2. Application submission: Asylum seekers must submit a formal application for protection.

Processing the Asylum Claim

The processing of asylum claims can take months or even years, depending on individual
circumstances and the backlog within the system. Key steps include:

- Interviews: Applicants are interviewed by immigration officials to assess their claims.
- Decision-making: A decision is made regarding the application, which can result in either a grant of
protection or a refusal.

Appeals and Review Processes

If an application is refused, individuals have the right to appeal the decision. This can involve:

- Administrative Appeals Tribunal: A review of the decision can be requested through this tribunal.
- Judicial review: In some cases, individuals may seek a judicial review in higher courts.

Impact of Asylum Seekers on Australia

The arrival of asylum seekers has both social and economic implications for Australia.



Social Impact

Asylum seekers often face significant challenges in integrating into Australian society, including:

- Cultural adjustment: Adapting to a new culture can be daunting for many individuals.
- Access to services: Limited access to essential services such as healthcare and education can
hinder their ability to establish themselves.

Economic Contributions

While there are debates surrounding the economic impact of asylum seekers, many studies suggest
that they can contribute positively to the economy through:

- Workforce participation: Asylum seekers often take up jobs in sectors facing labor shortages.
- Diversity: They bring diverse skills, experiences, and perspectives that enrich the Australian
community.

Conclusion

In summary, the question of how many asylum seekers come to Australia each year is multifaceted
and influenced by a variety of factors, including global conflicts, domestic policies, and regional
dynamics. While the numbers have fluctuated over the years, the commitment to providing asylum
remains a significant aspect of Australia’s immigration framework. As the world continues to grapple
with humanitarian crises, Australia’s approach to asylum seekers will likely evolve, reflecting both
the challenges and the opportunities that come with being a destination for those seeking refuge.

Understanding the complexities of asylum seeking is essential for fostering informed discussions and
developing policies that balance compassion with practical considerations. The journey of asylum
seekers is not just a statistic; it represents human lives seeking safety, dignity, and a chance to
rebuild their futures.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many asylum seekers arrive in Australia each year?
The number of asylum seekers arriving in Australia can vary significantly each year, but recent
statistics indicate that Australia receives thousands of applications annually, with figures ranging
from around 10,000 to 20,000 in recent years.

What factors influence the number of asylum seekers coming
to Australia?
Factors influencing the number of asylum seekers include global conflicts, changes in immigration



policy, economic conditions, and humanitarian crises in home countries.

What was the trend of asylum seeker arrivals in Australia over
the past decade?
Over the past decade, Australia has seen fluctuations in asylum seeker arrivals, with a peak around
2013, followed by a significant decrease after stricter immigration policies were implemented.

How does Australia's asylum seeker intake compare to other
countries?
Australia's asylum seeker intake is relatively lower compared to some other countries, especially
those in Europe, which can receive hundreds of thousands of asylum applications annually.

What are the main countries of origin for asylum seekers in
Australia?
The main countries of origin for asylum seekers in Australia include Afghanistan, Syria, Iran, and
various countries in Africa and South Asia, reflecting current global conflicts and crises.

What is the process for asylum seekers once they arrive in
Australia?
Once asylum seekers arrive in Australia, they must apply for protection, which involves a legal
process where their claims are assessed by the Department of Home Affairs.

Are there any specific policies affecting asylum seekers in
Australia?
Yes, Australia has implemented policies such as offshore processing and the 'turn back' policy for
boats, which significantly impact how many asylum seekers are able to enter and stay in the country.

What support services are available for asylum seekers in
Australia?
Asylum seekers in Australia can access various support services, including legal assistance, health
care, and community support, often provided by non-governmental organizations.

How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected asylum seeker
numbers in Australia?
The COVID-19 pandemic has led to a decrease in the number of asylum seekers arriving in Australia
due to travel restrictions and disruptions in global migration patterns.
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