
how long to get fe exam results
How long to get FE exam results is a common question among engineering
students and professionals who have recently taken the Fundamentals of
Engineering (FE) exam. The FE exam is a critical step for aspiring engineers
seeking to obtain their Professional Engineer (PE) license, and understanding
the timeline for receiving exam results is essential for planning the next
steps in their careers. This article delves into the process, timelines, and
factors influencing the duration before candidates receive their results.

Understanding the FE Exam

The FE exam is an essential milestone for engineering graduates. It is the
first of two exams that aspiring licensed engineers must pass in the United
States. The exam assesses candidates' knowledge of fundamental engineering
principles and their ability to apply these principles in various situations.

Purpose of the FE Exam

The primary purpose of the FE exam includes:

1. Licensure Pathway: It is a prerequisite for taking the PE exam, which is
required for becoming a licensed engineer.
2. Knowledge Assessment: The exam tests a candidate’s grasp of engineering
basics, covering topics such as mathematics, science, and engineering
principles.
3. Professional Credibility: Passing the FE exam enhances a candidate's
credibility and employability within the engineering field.

Timeline for Receiving FE Exam Results

One of the most pressing concerns for candidates is knowing how long to get
FE exam results after taking the test. The timeline can vary based on several
factors, including the method of examination and the specific testing window.

General Timeline

Typically, candidates can expect to receive their FE exam results within a
specific timeframe. The National Council of Examiners for Engineering and
Surveying (NCEES) manages the exam process, and their guidelines indicate:



- Immediate Results: Candidates who take the FE exam during a computer-based
testing window receive their preliminary results immediately upon completion
of the exam. This immediate feedback includes a pass or fail indication.
- Official Results: Official results are usually released approximately 7-10
days after the exam date. The official results include a detailed score
report, which provides insights into the candidate's performance in each
section of the exam.

Factors Influencing the Timeline

While the general timeline is straightforward, several factors can influence
how long it takes to receive FE exam results:

1. Testing Format:
- The FE exam is offered in two formats: computer-based and paper-based.
Computer-based exams provide immediate preliminary results, while paper-based
exams may take longer for processing and scoring.

2. Exam Window:
- The FE exam is offered year-round, but specific testing windows can affect
processing times. Taking the exam during busier periods may result in longer
wait times for official results.

3. Scoring Process:
- The NCEES employs a rigorous scoring process, especially for exams taken in
paper format. This process ensures fairness and accuracy in grading, but it
may extend the time before results are available.

Understanding Your Results

Once candidates receive their results, it is crucial to understand how to
interpret them. Both the preliminary and official results provide valuable
feedback.

Preliminary Results

- Immediate Feedback: Candidates receive a simple pass or fail indication.
- No Detailed Breakdown: Preliminary results do not provide insights into
specific areas of strength or weakness.

Official Results

- Detailed Score Report: Official results include a breakdown of scores in



different topics, helping candidates assess their performance.
- Validity Period: The results remain valid for a specific period, allowing
candidates to plan their next steps, such as preparing for the PE exam.

Next Steps After Receiving Results

Receiving FE exam results is a pivotal moment. Candidates should consider
several actions based on their performance.

What to Do If You Pass

1. Plan for the PE Exam: Start preparing for the Professional Engineer exam.
Review the requirements and set a timeline for your study schedule.
2. Maintain Documentation: Keep a copy of your score report and any related
documentation for future reference in the licensure process.
3. Network and Connect: Engage with professional organizations and networks
that can support your career growth and provide resources for PE exam
preparation.

What to Do If You Fail

1. Review the Score Report: Analyze the detailed score report to identify
areas needing improvement.
2. Consider Retesting: Determine a timeline for retaking the FE exam.
Candidates can retake the exam as many times as needed, but they must wait a
specified period between attempts.
3. Seek Support: Consider joining study groups or hiring a tutor to
strengthen your knowledge in weak areas.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

1. How many times can I take the FE exam?

Candidates can take the FE exam as many times as necessary to pass. However,
they must adhere to the waiting period set by NCEES, which is typically 60
days between attempts.

2. Are there any fees for retaking the exam?



Yes, candidates must pay the exam fee each time they register for the FE
exam, including retakes. Check the NCEES website for the most current fee
structure.

3. How long are FE exam results valid?

FE exam results are generally valid for an indefinite period, but it is
essential to check with your state’s licensing board for specific regulations
regarding the timeline for taking the PE exam after passing the FE.

4. Can I change my exam date after registering?

Yes, candidates can change their exam date, but they must do so within the
guidelines provided by NCEES. There may be fees associated with rescheduling.

5. What resources can I use to prepare for the FE
exam?

There are numerous resources available, including:

- Review Books: Popular study guides and textbooks specific to the FE exam.
- Online Courses: Many organizations offer online courses tailored to the FE
exam format.
- Practice Exams: Utilize practice tests to familiarize yourself with the
exam structure and types of questions.

Conclusion

In summary, understanding how long to get FE exam results is crucial for
candidates navigating their path to becoming licensed engineers. The process
involves receiving preliminary results immediately, followed by official
results within 7-10 days. Being aware of the factors that can influence this
timeline can help candidates better prepare for their future in engineering.
Whether they pass or need to retake the exam, having a clear plan and
understanding of the next steps is essential for success in their engineering
careers.

Frequently Asked Questions



How long does it take to receive FE exam results?
FE exam results are typically released within 7 to 10 days after the exam
date.

Is there a specific day when FE exam results are
released?
Results are generally released on Wednesdays, but the exact timing can vary
based on the testing cycle.

Can I check my FE exam results online?
Yes, you can check your FE exam results online through the NCEES website
using your account.

What factors can affect the timeline for receiving
FE exam results?
Factors such as the volume of exams taken, technical issues, or holiday
schedules can affect how quickly results are processed.

Will I receive a notification when my FE exam
results are available?
Yes, you will receive an email notification when your FE exam results are
posted to your account.

What should I do if I haven't received my FE exam
results after 10 days?
If you haven't received your results after 10 days, you should contact NCEES
customer service for assistance.

Are FE exam results available for international
candidates?
Yes, international candidates can also access their FE exam results through
the NCEES online portal.

Can I appeal my FE exam results if I believe there
is an error?
No, FE exam results are final and cannot be appealed; however, you can review
your performance report for insights.
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