how long is the slp praxis exam

How long is the SLP Praxis exam? For those pursuing a career in speech-language
pathology, understanding the duration and structure of the Praxis exam is crucial for
effective preparation. The Speech-Language Pathology (SLP) Praxis exam, administered by
the Educational Testing Service (ETS), is a key requirement for obtaining certification and
licensure in the field. This article delves into the specifics of the SLP Praxis exam, including
its length, format, content areas, and preparation strategies.

Understanding the SLP Praxis Exam

The SLP Praxis exam is desighed to assess the knowledge and skills necessary for entry-
level practitioners in the field of speech-language pathology. It evaluates candidates on
various aspects related to the diagnosis and treatment of speech and language disorders.

Exam Duration

One of the most common questions candidates have is, how long is the SLP Praxis exam?
The exam is a total of 150 multiple-choice questions, which candidates are required to
complete in a time frame of 150 minutes. This means that candidates have approximately
one minute per question, providing a structured pace for answering questions.

Exam Structure

The SLP Praxis exam is divided into different categories that reflect the core competencies
expected of speech-language pathologists. The questions cover a wide range of topics,
organized into specific content categories. Here's a breakdown of the exam structure:

- Content Categories: The exam includes questions from various areas, such as:
1. Foundations of Speech-Language Pathology (20%)

2. Screening, Assessment, and Diagnosis (25%)

3. Intervention (30%)

4. Professional Issues (15%)

5. Cultural Competence (10%)

Each of these categories is designed to ensure that candidates have a comprehensive
understanding of the field.

Preparation for the SLP Praxis Exam

Preparing for the SLP Praxis exam requires a strategic approach. Here are some steps



candidates can take to ensure they are well-prepared:

1. Understand the Content Areas

Familiarity with the content areas is essential. Candidates should review the specific topics
covered in each category and focus their studies accordingly. Resources such as textbooks,
academic journals, and online courses can provide valuable information.

2. Create a Study Schedule

A well-structured study schedule can help candidates manage their time effectively. It is
advisable to allocate specific times each week for studying various topics. A sample study
schedule might include:

- Week 1-2: Focus on Foundations of Speech-Language Pathology
- Week 3-4: Review Screening, Assessment, and Diagnosis

- Week 5-6: Concentrate on Intervention techniques

- Week 7: Cover Professional Issues and Cultural Competence

- Week 8: Practice exams and review weak areas

3. Utilize Practice Exams

Taking practice exams is an effective way to gauge your understanding and readiness. ETS
offers official practice tests that simulate the actual exam format and timing. These
practice exams can help candidates familiarize themselves with the question types and
pacing required for the test.

4. Join Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can enhance understanding and retention of material. Joining a
study group allows candidates to discuss challenging topics, share resources, and engage
in collective problem-solving. This collaborative approach can lead to a deeper
understanding of the subject matter.

5. Seek Professional Guidance

Consider enrolling in a preparatory course or seeking mentorship from experienced
professionals in the field. Many educational institutions and organizations offer preparatory
programs specifically for the SLP Praxis exam. These programs can provide additional
resources and structured study plans.



Exam Day Tips

On the day of the exam, candidates should be well-prepared and equipped to tackle the
qguestions efficiently. Here are some tips for exam day:

1. Arrive Early

Arriving at the testing center early allows candidates to settle in and reduce anxiety. It's
important to have enough time to check in, follow necessary procedures, and get
comfortable in the testing environment.

2. Bring Required Materials

Candidates must bring valid identification that meets the requirements set by ETS. This
typically includes a government-issued photo ID. Additionally, ensure that you have any
necessary materials, such as calculators or notebooks, if allowed.

3. Manage Your Time Wisely

During the exam, it's crucial to keep track of time. Candidates should aim to complete
approximately one question every minute. If you encounter a difficult question, it may be
wise to move on and return to it later, rather than getting stuck and running out of time.

4. Stay Calm and Focused

Maintaining a calm demeanor can significantly affect performance. If anxiety arises, take a
few deep breaths to regain focus. Remember that the exam is designed to assess
knowledge, and staying composed can enhance problem-solving abilities.

Understanding the Scoring System

The SLP Praxis exam is scored on a scale of 100 to 200, with a passing score typically set
around 162. The scoring process includes:

- Raw Score Calculation: Each correct answer contributes to the raw score.

- Equating Process: The raw scores are then converted into scaled scores to ensure fairness
across different exam administrations.

- Score Reports: Candidates receive detailed score reports that outline performance in each
content category, aiding in identifying strengths and areas for improvement.



Conclusion

In summary, understanding how long is the SLP Praxis exam and its structure is essential
for aspiring speech-language pathologists. The exam lasts 150 minutes and consists of 150
multiple-choice questions covering various content areas. By developing a well-rounded
study plan, utilizing available resources, and employing effective test-taking strategies,
candidates can enhance their chances of success. Aiming for a passing score of around 162
is a realistic goal, and thorough preparation is the key to achieving it. With dedication and
the right approach, candidates can confidently approach the SLP Praxis exam and take a
significant step toward a rewarding career in speech-language pathology.

Frequently Asked Questions

How long is the SLP Praxis exam?

The SLP Praxis exam is approximately 2 hours long.

How many questions are on the SLP Praxis exam?

The SLP Praxis exam consists of 132 multiple-choice questions.

Is there a break during the SLP Praxis exam?

No, there are no breaks during the SLP Praxis exam; it is a continuous 2-hour testing
session.

What is the format of the SLP Praxis exam?

The SLP Praxis exam is computer-based and consists of multiple-choice questions.

What is the scoring scale for the SLP Praxis exam?

The SLP Praxis exam is scored on a scale of 100 to 200, with a passing score typically
around 162.

How often can | take the SLP Praxis exam?

You can take the SLP Praxis exam as many times as needed, but you must wait at least 21
days between attempts.
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