
how long is tacp training
How long is TACP training? Tactical Air Control Party (TACP) training is an essential component of
preparing airmen to effectively coordinate and direct air support for ground forces. As part of the
United States Air Force, TACPs play a critical role in joint operations, ensuring that air power is
effectively integrated with ground operations. The training program is rigorous, demanding, and
extensive, requiring a significant commitment of time and effort from participants. In this article, we’ll
explore the duration of TACP training, the various stages involved, and what candidates can expect
throughout the process.

Overview of TACP Training
TACP training is designed to prepare airmen for their roles as liaisons between ground forces and air
support units. The training focuses on developing skills in communication, tactical operations, and
coordination with various military assets. Given the complexity of modern warfare, TACP training
emphasizes joint operations, requiring candidates to work closely with both Air Force and Army
personnel.

Stages of TACP Training
The TACP training program is structured into several stages, each with its own focus and duration.
The main stages include:

1. Basic Military Training (BMT): This stage lays the groundwork for all future Air Force training.
2. Technical Training: Focused on TACP-specific skills and knowledge.
3. Advanced Training: Further develops tactical skills and operational readiness.
4. On-the-Job Training (OJT): Provides practical experience in the field.

1. Basic Military Training (BMT)
Duration: 8.5 weeks

All enlisted Air Force personnel, regardless of their eventual career path, must complete Basic Military
Training. During this period, candidates learn fundamental military skills, physical fitness, discipline,
and the core values of the Air Force. BMT prepares airmen for the challenges ahead and instills a
sense of camaraderie and duty.

2. Technical Training
Duration: 29 weeks

Following BMT, TACP candidates move on to Technical Training, which is conducted at the TACP
School at Joint Base Lackland in San Antonio, Texas. This phase of training is intensive and focuses
on:

- Tactical operations: Understanding the principles of air support and how to effectively coordinate



with ground forces.
- Weapons training: Gaining proficiency in the use of various military weapons, including small arms
and explosives.
- Communication skills: Learning how to operate communication systems and relay information
accurately and efficiently.
- Survival skills: Preparing for potential scenarios in hostile environments, including evasion and
escape techniques.

During this phase, candidates also participate in various field exercises that simulate real-world
operations, further enhancing their tactical skills.

3. Advanced Training
Duration: 8 to 12 weeks

After completing Technical Training, TACP airmen undergo Advanced Training, which focuses on
refining their skills in a more complex and challenging environment. This phase typically includes:

- Joint terminal attack controller (JTAC) training: This crucial component trains airmen to direct combat
aircraft in close air support missions. Candidates learn how to execute airstrikes while ensuring the
safety of ground troops.
- Airborne training: Some candidates may also undergo airborne training, which includes parachute
jumps and land navigation skills.
- Field training exercises: Extended exercises in various terrains and conditions to simulate actual
combat situations.

This phase is designed to ensure that TACP airmen can operate effectively in diverse environments
and work seamlessly with other military branches.

4. On-the-Job Training (OJT)
Duration: Varies

Upon successful completion of Advanced Training, new TACP airmen will enter a period of On-the-Job
Training. This stage involves working alongside experienced TACPs in real-world operations. The
duration of OJT can vary significantly based on individual performance, unit requirements, and
deployment schedules. Typically, OJT lasts anywhere from a few months to over a year.

During OJT, airmen will:

- Gain practical experience: Working in the field, they will apply the skills and knowledge acquired
during previous training stages.
- Develop proficiency: As they navigate various scenarios, airmen will hone their skills in
communication, coordination, and tactical decision-making.
- Receive mentorship: Experienced TACPs will provide guidance and support, helping new airmen to
grow into their roles.



Additional Training and Certifications
In addition to the core TACP training, airmen may pursue additional certifications and specialized
training throughout their careers. This can include:

- Advanced JTAC certification: Enhancing their tactical skills and qualifications.
- Airborne and Ranger training: Providing further combat readiness and survival skills.
- Joint exercises: Participating in joint military exercises with Army, Navy, and Marine Corps units to
improve interoperability.

These additional training opportunities can enhance an airman's career progression and effectiveness
in the field.

Time Commitment and Considerations
The total time commitment for TACP training can range from approximately 4 to 6 months, depending
on the specific paths taken during Advanced Training and OJT. However, candidates should be
prepared for a long-term commitment, as the skills developed during TACP training are critical for
their roles in operational settings.

Some important considerations include:

1. Physical fitness: Candidates must maintain high levels of physical fitness throughout training, as
many aspects of the program are physically demanding.
2. Mental resilience: The training is rigorous and challenging, requiring candidates to demonstrate
mental toughness and adaptability.
3. Teamwork: Success in TACP roles heavily relies on effective teamwork and communication, both
during training and in operational situations.

Conclusion
Understanding how long TACP training takes is crucial for aspiring airmen considering this career
path. The training process is extensive, involving several stages that develop essential skills needed
for tactical air control operations. From Basic Military Training to On-the-Job Training, each phase
builds upon the last, ensuring that TACP airmen are well-equipped to support ground forces in
dynamic and challenging environments. As military operations continue to evolve, the importance of
TACPs in coordinating air support remains a vital aspect of modern warfare, making this career path
both rewarding and demanding. With commitment, resilience, and a dedication to teamwork, those
who embark on the journey of becoming a TACP will find themselves in one of the most critical roles
in the United States Air Force.

Frequently Asked Questions

How long does TACP training typically last?
TACP training typically lasts about 18 months, including both initial training and advanced specialized



training.

What phases are included in TACP training?
TACP training includes several phases such as Basic Military Training, Technical Training, and
Advanced Skills Training.

Is TACP training the same for all branches of the military?
No, TACP training varies slightly between branches, with the Air Force having a specific curriculum
tailored to their operations.

What is the minimum commitment after completing TACP
training?
After completing TACP training, personnel typically have a minimum service commitment of six years.

Can the duration of TACP training be extended?
Yes, the duration of TACP training can be extended if a trainee requires additional support or if they
need to retake any training modules.
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